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Call to Worship 

 

(Psalm 46; The Voice) 

 

This song is attributed to the sons of Korah. It praises God for His strength and protection and for 

Jerusalem and its temple where God uniquely dwells. It invites the world to witness a future when 

wars and striving will cease and all the nations know and worship the one True God. 

 

1

  God is our shelter and our strength. 

     When troubles seem near, God is nearer, and He’s ready to help. So why run and hide? 

2

  No fear, no pacing, no biting fingernails. 

     When the earth spins out of control, we are sure and fearless. 

     When mountains crumble and the waters run wild, we are sure and fearless. 

3

  Even in heavy winds and huge waves, 

     or as mountains shake, we are sure and fearless. 

 

4

  A pure stream flows—never to be cut off— 

     bringing joy to the city where God makes His home, 

     the sacred site where the Most High chooses to live. 

5

  The True God never sleeps and always resides in the city of joy; 

     He makes it unstoppable, unshakable. 

     When it awakes at dawn, the True God has already been at work. 

6

  Trouble is on the horizon for the outside nations, not long until kingdoms will fall; 

     God’s voice thunders and the earth shakes. 

7

  You know the Eternal, the Commander of heavenly armies, surrounds us and protects us; 

     the True God of Jacob is our shelter, close to His heart. 

 

8

  Come, gaze, fix your eyes on what the Eternal can do. 

     Amazing, He has worked desolation here on this battlefield, earth. 

9

  God can stop wars anywhere in the world. 

     He can make scrap of all weapons: snap bows, shatter spears, and burn shields. 

10

  “Be still, be calm, see, and understand I am the True God. 

     I am honoured among all the nations. I am honoured over all the earth.” 

11 You know the Eternal, the Commander of heavenly armies, surrounds us and protects us; 

    the True God of Jacob is our shelter, close to His heart. 
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How did it all begin 
 

A little girl had a history examination and one of the questions was about the First 

World War. As an answer, she wrote: “Armistice was signed on November 11, 1918, and 

since then we have had two minutes of peace every year.” 

 

This girl’s answer points to a designated date for Remembrance Day but it should also 

raise questions about peace and conflict—true peace and the true cause of conflict. 

 

The preview of man battling against man came very early in the course of human 

history. Adam and his wife, Eve, initially had two sons, Cain and Abel. You are 

probably familiar with the account about Cain and Able from Genesis 4, but let me 

read it to you from the Living Bible version: 

 

3  At harvest time Cain brought the Lord a gift of his farm produce, 4 and Abel brought the 

fatty cuts of meat from his best lambs, and presented them to the Lord. And the Lord 

accepted Abel's offering,  5  but not Cain's. This made Cain both dejected and very angry, 

and his face grew dark with fury.  6  "Why are you angry?" the Lord asked him. “Why is  your 

face so dark with rage?  7  It can be bright with joy if you will do what you should! But if 

you refuse to obey, watch out. Sin is waiting to attack you, longing to destroy you. But you 

can conquer it!" 8  One day Cain suggested to his brother, "Let's go out into the fields." And 

while they were together there, Cain attacked and killed his brother. 9  But afterwards the 

Lord asked Cain, "Where is your brother? Where is Abel?"  "How should I know?" Cain 

retorted. "Am I supposed to keep track of him wherever he goes?" 10  But the Lord said, 

"Your brother's blood calls to me from the ground. What have you done?   

11  You are hereby banished from this ground which you have defiled with your brother's 

blood.  12  No longer will it yield crops for you, even if you toil on it forever! From now on 

you will be a fugitive and a tramp upon the earth, wandering from place to place." 

 

When a man kills his brother, it is called “fratricide.” This was a case of fratricide. 

Only on rare occasions have wars involved actual brothers fighting against one 

another. The American Civil War may have had some instances of brothers being on 

opposite sides. In times of war, we see that the combatants are strangers to one 

another, often from different nations and races.  

 

Yet the situation concerning Cain and Abel describes the atmosphere of war where 

man rises against man with the intent of taking the other’s life. 
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Is it right or wrong? 
 

There was a time, and some instances are recorded in Scripture, when armies used to 

march out to an open battle field and engage in close, hand-to-hand combat. We read 

of instances when God sent the men of His tribes of Israel into conflict to defeat 

another alien people. If you were to read through the Old Testament, you would see 

that God has no aversion to warfare. Generally, the reason was to safeguard His 

people and to overcome evil.   

 

In the New Testament, we see the Mediterranean world under the control of Roman 

legions and a time referred to as Pax Romana (Roman Peace) when there was stability 

and safety for all who were law-abiding people. The price for this peace was to be 

subject to Rome’s rule. 

 

Jesus met with soldiers of Rome and did not condemn them. Listen to one account: 

5  When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help.   

6  “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering.”   

7  Jesus said to him, “I will go and heal him.”  8  The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not 

deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be 

healed.  9  For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 

‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and 

he does it.”  10  When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, 

“I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.  (Matthew 8) 

 

We’ll also see that Jesus, Himself, used some measure of force in driving the money-

hungry merchants out of the temple area. (John 2v14-16) 

 

He said that he had come to bring a sword, not peace (Matthew 10v34) 

“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring 

peace, but a sword.” 

 

Yet, in the passage from Isaiah 9v6, we are reminded that Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  

6  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on 

His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 

Father, Prince of Peace.  7  There will be no end to the increase of [His] government or of 

peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with 

justice and righteousness, From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 

accomplish this.  

 

This is confusing. Should we expect war or should we expect peace? 
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The way of peace 
 
In Romans 12, Paul says: 

17  Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  

18  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  19  Do not take 

revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I 

will repay,” says the Lord.  20  On the contrary:  “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  if he is 

thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”  

21  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.   

 

 

You will find some Christians who are “pacifists”—opposed to war and violence.  

I quite understand the position they would take as conscientious objectors. 

  

From biblical references, there does not appear to be an absolute prohibition against 

war. It seems that the context and the cause may justify the use of force. 

 

For centuries. there had been a concept known as “just war.” This is a conflict in which 

one side regards its cause to be righteous and acts in a defensive posture. I think that 

the allied position during the Second World War well represents this concept of “just 

war.” There was the need to stop oppressive regimes from dominating Europe and the 

Far East. Freedom and decency were at stake. 

 

We have seen the proliferation of weapons with the capability of large scale and mass 

destruction. All of these make no distinction between combatants and non-combatants, 

between military and civilians. Modern minds feel that it has become harder to speak 

in terms of a “just war.” Yet, we face evil forces at work in the world. 

 

A Christian’s opposition to war may best be argued simply on the grounds of 

conscience. I respect those who are pacifists and I equally respect those who uphold  

the protection of our freedoms as they fulfill the roles of policeman and soldier. 

 

In the recent armed assault on our Parliament buildings, we saw the use of necessary 

force to put an end to what could have become a crazed killing spree. 
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Remembering the noble sacrifice 
 

There have been many men over the centuries and more recently men and women 

who have put at risk and have even given their own lives in the preservation of 

freedom and truth. Whether a Christian agrees with the occasional need for military 

conflict or argues in favour of pacifism, we should have regard for the sacrifice made 

by these men and women. They have given their lives for others. 

 

Though Jesus was not referring to the need for battle, he said: 

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. (John 15v13) 

 

Indeed, that is what he did.   

He suffered death so that many would come to know eternal life.  

Through His death, the just penalty for the sin of each believer has been paid. 

By the indwelling Holy Spirit, the peace of God which passes all understanding can be 

our experience. Until, at the time of final judgment, God brings to a close this course of 

human history, the only guarantee for peace is that peace of Christ inside the believer. 

 

Whatever motivated men and women to go to war, particularly in the past century, we 

have a debt of gratitude to them that we can enjoy the freedom to come to a place of 

worship such as this one.  

 

They preserved the peace in our society. . . Christ, Himself, brought the peace that 

reigns within.  

 

 
What Is the real war? 
 

The history of mankind has seen ongoing conflict between tribes and peoples and 

nations. 

 

Regardless of the arena, regardless of the cause of instigation, regardless of who hurled 

the first spear or fired the first shot, regardless of who was right and who was wrong, 

there is something true of all human conflict. At the root of human conflict is the fact 

that we live in a world tainted by sin. If it were not for sin affecting the deepest part of 

human existence, we would not want to do battle or feel that we had to respond by 

engaging in battle. 
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It would be so easy to think in terms of who are the good guys and who are the bad 

guys.  

 

We know that some armies have been sent out by evil men with evil motives . . . 

men like Hilter and Mussolini and Stalin. But you realize that even if the purpose of 

the leaders was wrong, there were people within those armies who were good people. 

 

A friend of ours, Harry Yoshida, found himself in Japan at the outbreak of hostilities. 

Though born in Canada, he was of Japanese descent and was recruited to serve on a 

Japanese battleship. 

 

Something that you should find interesting is this belt buckle from the German 

soldiers uniform of WWII. The inscription is “God With Us.” The German army used 

this motto for almost a century ending it in 1945. For us, it may be hard to reconcile 

this image with what we know about the Nazi concentration camps. Still, there were 

German Christians who found themselves in the German uniform.  

 

In the aftermath of war, when we hear the stories of individuals, we come to realize 

that not all of the people in the other uniform were bad or evil men. Even good men 

are swept up in bad causes. 

 

In the last half of the last century, the big wars were fought against Nazism and 

communism. Nations aligned to resist evil regimes on behalf of preserving democracy. 

Yet, our generation has seen changes in who are “good guys” and who are the “bad 

guys.” Former enemies are now our allies—even strongly joined together in a fight 

against new common enemies and evils. 

 

Remembrance Day is the occasion for all people to reflect upon the high human cost of 

preserving peace and truth and freedom.  We can thank God that our country’s role 

for many decades has been that of a peacekeeper. Even if some politicians and private 

citizens had questioned troop placements in Afghanistan and our recent deployment 

of jet fighters over Iraq—still our young men and women are not there to gain territory 

for Canada. 
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Our struggle 
 

Let’s remember that the Christian has dual citizenship. The apostle Paul says that our 

primary citizenship is in heaven. Then, as Canadians, we are called upon to “stand on 

guard” for “our home and native land.” Those whose names are on the honour roll 

served for King and country. But we should see our highest service being for God. 

 

We enjoy peace in this land but let us be clear that conflict for the Christian is an 

ongoing reality. 

 

Listen to Paul’s words from the letter to the Ephesians (chapter 6): 

 

10  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  11  Put on the full armour of 

God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  12  For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of 

this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  13  Therefore 

put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand 

your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  14  Stand firm then, with the 

belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place,  15  

and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  16  In 

addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 

arrows of the evil one.  17  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is 

the word of God.  18  And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 

requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 

 

We would be remiss if we took for granted the peace and prosperity that we enjoy in 

our land. We would also be in grave jeopardy if we neglected to take seriously our real 

enemy, Satan, and his desire to defeat the Christian. The soldier who is most 

vulnerable is the one who does not recognize the enemy; who does not take the 

enemy seriously; the one who fails to see the threat. 

 

Spiritual conflict rages every second of every day to deprive you of the peace of God 

and to render you wounded and side lined for service. Spiritual conflict rages every 

second of every day to drag men and women into a Christless eternity. This is not 

drama. This is the reality that is revealed to us through God’s word. 

 

Oh yes, there is a time coming when men will beat their swords into ploughshares. 

a time when there will be no more conflict, no more war, no more injustice. 

But until that time and, even if we enjoy relative peace in this land, let us remember 

that there is a battle raging for the souls of men and women. 

 

And concerning peace in our time . . . If any are to find real, lasting peace, it starts on 

the inside as a peace that passes our understanding. It is wrought by God through 

Jesus and His sacrifice. 


