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Call to Worship 

 

(Psalm 100) 

 
1   Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.   

2   Worship the LORD with gladness; come before Him with joyful songs.   

3   Know that the LORD is God.  It is he who made us, and not we ourselves;   

we are His people, the sheep of His pasture.   

4   Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise;   

give thanks to Him and praise His name.   

5   For the LORD is good and His love endures forever;   

His faithfulness continues through all generations. 

 
 



2 
 

Bret Maukonen, 2014 

The History of Thanksgiving in Canada 
 

The history of Thanksgiving in Canada goes back to the explorer, Martin Frobisher, 

who had been trying to find a northern passage to the Pacific Ocean. Frobisher's 

Thanksgiving was not for harvest but homecoming. He had safely returned from a 

search for the Northwest Passage. In the year 1578, on his third and final voyage to 

the far north, Frobisher held a formal ceremony in Frobisher Bay in Baffin 

Island (present-day Nunavut) to give thanks to God and in a service ministered by 

the preacher Robert Wolfall they celebrated Communion. The feast was one of the 

first Thanksgiving celebrations by Europeans in North America. As other settlers 

arrived they continued the tradition.  

 

Over the years, various dates were used to celebrate Thanksgiving. Finally, in 1957, 

Parliament declared the second Monday in October to be Thanksgiving Day. 

 
 
The Feast of Tabernacles 

 

Just days ago, Jewish people began the celebration of Sukkot. 

 

Sukkot, or the Feast of Tabernacles, is the week-long celebration of the harvest  

and a commemoration of God’s provision for the Israelites in the wilderness.  

God instructed His people to build tabernacles, or booths. These were three-sided 

temporary structures.  

 

The people were to live in them for a week at harvest time. This was so that they 

would remember the 40-year wanderings of their ancestors and how God met their 

needs. No work was to be done on the first and eighth days of the festival. God’s 

instructions to His people were that they should simply rejoice throughout the feast.  

 

Today, Jewish people build sukkot (booths) in their backyards or on balconies and 

take their evening meals there, relaxing, entertaining guests, and even sleeping. 

For more Scripture on Sukkot, see Leviticus 23:33-44 and Deuteronomy 16:14. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frobisher_Bay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baffin_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baffin_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nunavut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Wolfall
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This morning, we will be reading Deuteronomy chapter 8 but first, let me provide 

some background for the passage we are about to cover. 

 

–  Jacob and his sons and their families had gone to dwell in Egypt during the time of 

Joseph. 

 

–  Things had been hard in their homeland and Joseph had a good position with the 

pharaoh-king of Egypt and was able to make provision for his family. 

 

–  During the time in Egypt, the Jews increased greatly in number. 

 

–  But circumstances changed. Joseph died and, as well, a new pharaoh came into 

power who did not favour the Jews. 

 

–  Hence, they became slaves in the land. 

 

–  God selected and appointed Moses to speak to the pharaoh to command him to 

release the Jews. 

 

–  But that only happened after God sent plagues and death upon the Egyptians. 

 

–  The Jews were released from Egypt and saved from death. 

 

–  But, in time, as they made their exodus from Egypt, they began to grumble about 

living conditions. 

 

–  When they were given opportunity to enter the land promised by God, ten fearful 

soldiers convinced the people that it could not be done. Only Joshua and Caleb said, 

“Let’s go in and possess the land.” but the people refused and so God made them 

wander through the wilderness for 40 years until that generation died out with the 

exception of Moses, Joshua, and Caleb. 

 

–  Then, on the banks of the Jordan River, Moses delivers this message. 

 

–  He himself will not be entering the Promised Land but he tells the people what they 

should give attention to when they have crossed into the land given to them by God. 

 

This portion of the speech by Moses, gives us some guidance for our Christian lives 

and in the matter of thanksgiving. 

 

Lynne will be reading the text of Deuteronomy 8 from the NIV. That can be found on 

page 137 of your pew Bibles. 

 

My part is a reiteration of the passage but spoken in a way intended to encourage 

you to examine your own heart and attitude. Knowing God is the way to proper 

thanksgiving 

 

A key question is “How are you positioned for thankfulness”? 
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Deuteronomy 8 (NIV) 

 

1 Be careful to follow every command 

I am giving you today, so that you 

may live and increase and may enter 

and possess the land that the LORD 

promised on oath to your forefathers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Remember how the LORD your 

God led you all the way in the desert 

these forty years, to humble you and 

to test you in order to know what was 

in your heart, whether or not you 

would keep his commands.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 He humbled you, causing you to 

hunger and then feeding you with 

manna, which neither you nor your 

fathers had known, to teach you that 

man does not live on bread alone but 

on every word that comes from the 

mouth of the LORD.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moses is speaking. He says, 

“Do what is right.  

“Be careful in what you do. 

“Take charge of what God has given into  

your keeping. 

“God has promised great things for us but we 

have a responsibility on our part as well.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Remember what the Lord has taught you. 

“Stay humble. 

“What is in your heart is what is important  

to God. 

“Know that throughout life, you will be tested 

to see that you continue to obey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At times there might be scarcity but  

He will provide. 

It may not be great in bulk,  

but it will satisfy. 

The important thing is that while we need  

to eat, food alone is not all that we need. 

We need to hear the word of God and live 

according to it. 
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4 Your clothes did not wear out and 

your feet did not swell during these 

forty years.  

 

 

 

 

5 Know then in your heart that as a 

man disciplines his son, so the LORD 

your God disciplines you.  

 

 

 

 

6 Observe the commands of the 

LORD your God, walking in his ways 

and revering him.  

 

 

 

 

 

7 For the LORD your God is bringing 

you into a good land--a land with 

streams and pools of water, with 

springs flowing in the valleys and 

hills;  

8 a land with wheat and barley, vines 

and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil 

and honey;  

9 a land where bread will not be 

scarce and you will lack nothing; a 

land where the rocks are iron and you 

can dig copper out of the hills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the children of Israel were being 

disciplined during their wilderness wandering, 

what they had was miraculously preserved.  

God took care of them. 

 

 

 

But before anyone could enter into the land of 

promise, they had to learn some lessons about 

God and about their relationship with Him. 

 

 

 

 

One important lesson is the need to obey Him. 

Do things his way . . . not the way that the 

world teaches you. 

Reverence and respect Him. 

Live in awe of Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God has set the times and bounds of every 

people. The land of Israel was described as the 

land of milk and honey. We ourselves are very 

fortunate to live in such a rich land as Canada. 

At one time, much of our society appreciated 

the natural wealth of the land and thanked 

God for his blessings. I think that more and 

more people are losing sight of the fact that 

the goodness we experience in this country is 

really a gift from God. 
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10 When you have eaten and are 

satisfied, praise the LORD your God 

for the good land he has given you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 Be careful that you do not forget 

the LORD your God, failing to 

observe his commands, his laws and 

his decrees that I am giving you this 

day.  

 

 

 

 

12 Otherwise, when you eat and are 

satisfied, when you build fine houses 

and settle down,  

13 and when your herds and flocks 

grow large and your silver and gold 

increase and all you have is 

multiplied,  

 

 

 

 

14 then your heart will become proud 

and you will forget the LORD your 

God, who brought you out of Egypt, 

out of the land of slavery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While Thanksgiving Monday is a civic holiday, 

for those who worship God, it should be more 

than a day off work. 

When we enjoy the goodness of what we have 

to eat, we should stand back and give thanks 

to God and bless His name. Don’t just say a 

grace before the meal. Be thankful afterwards 

too. Appreciate the Lord’s goodness and His 

provision. 

 

 

 

 

 

Be careful not to forget God in all of this 

Thanksgiving activity. Abide by those things  

He has instructed us to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have plenty to eat, 

we have good housing, 

we have lots of possessions, 

but there can be a problem with that. 
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15 He led you through the vast and 

dreadful desert, that thirsty and 

waterless land, with its venomous 

snakes and scorpions. He brought you 

water out of hard rock.  

16 He gave you manna to eat in the 

desert, something your fathers had 

never known, to humble and to test 

you so that in the end it might go well 

with you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 You may say to yourself, "My 

power and the strength of my hands 

have produced this wealth for me."  

18 But remember the LORD your 

God, for it is he who gives you the 

ability to produce wealth, and so 

confirms his covenant, which he 

swore to your forefathers, as it is 

today.  

We get so much, we can think about what we 

have and forget the One who has done so 

much for us. 

We may even become proud and think that 

what we have is all due to our cleverness or 

our skill or our talent. 

Don’t forget God. He bought us our salvation. 

The Jews in Egypt were delivered from slavery 

under pharaoh’s rule by the blood of the 

Passover lamb. 

For us, it was slavery to sin and Jesus 

purchased our freedom with His own blood. 

Slavery in whatever form is slavery. There are 

many people who live as free citizens in this 

land but are still in bondage to sin. 

Remember that if Christ has set you free you 

are free indeed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some people may be having an easy life. 

Probably you have experienced tight times  

and tough circumstances. 

God has led us through that and provided for 

our needs. 

Remember, He doesn’t want to humiliate us 

but He does want us to stay humble. 

Better humble than proud. 

Let’s keep things in proper perspective and 

let’s exalt Him. 
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19 If you ever forget the LORD your 

God and follow other gods and 

worship and bow down to them, I 

testify against you today that you will 

surely be destroyed.  

20 Like the nations the LORD 

destroyed before you, so you will be 

destroyed for not obeying the LORD 

your God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Know that present circumstances really count 

for very little. 

The rich and proud without Christ will come to 

a sorry end. 

The meek and humble with Christ as their 

Saviour will be lifted up and have eternal  

well-being. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trust in God and avoid the pride that makes it 

seem that your good situation is because you 

did it all alone by your own cleverness or by 

your own skill or by your own strength. 

 

Remember God is the One who enables us to 

live from day to day. Give Him proper credit. 

 

Don’t let possessions or power or position 

become the things that you cherish . . . the 

things that you worship. 

If you do, that will be the beginning of the end 

and they will crush your spiritual life and ruin 

your relationship with God. 

 

Listen to God and honour Him and be 

thankful. 

 

 
  
 

A Grade I teacher asked her class to draw something they were thankful for. When the 

teacher collected the drawings, she saw that one child's paper was blank. When asked 

why, the little girl replied, “I wanted to draw a picture of God, but He was too big to fit on 

the page.” 

 
(adapted from Readers’ Digest, As Kids See It, 1999) 
 

 


