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Psalm 34 

 
1 

I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

2

 My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. 

3

 Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together! 

4

 I sought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. 

5

 Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed. 

6

 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him and saved him out of all his troubles. 

7

 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. 

8

 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 

9

 Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack! 

10

 The young lions suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the LORD lack no good 

thing. 

11

 Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

12

 What man is there who desires life and loves many days, that he may see good? 

13

 Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit. 

14

 Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. 

15

 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and his ears toward their cry. 

16

 The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from 

the earth. 

17

 When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their 

troubles. 

18

 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. 

19

 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

20

 He keeps all his bones; not one of them is broken. 

21

 Affliction will slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 

22

 The LORD redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be 

 condemned. 
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Introduction 
 
I find this season to be most wonderful but also most challenging. We have 

wonderful music and Scripture readings that help us to focus on the birth of our 

Lord and that makes it a wonderful time. We also have so many messages that 

tantalize us to buy things and that makes this time of the year most challenging. 

 

Even though we are living in Canada, the lead up to Christmas has Black Friday sales 

and Cyber Monday sales and pre-Christmas specials and the Boxing Week sales. 

Sometimes the advertising messages are so slick that they make me feel like I need to 

buy something so that my life will become better. 

 

But, you know that as we get older, we become better able to make that distinction 

between what we want and what we need. At this time of the year, Lynne and I get 

some end-of-year appeals from missions and charities that we support and they 

present some real, genuine needs of people—opportunities to meet the basic needs 

of food, shelter, medical supplies and education. 

 

And now we stand in that time between Christmas and New Years —catching our 

breath after all the excitement and busyness, perhaps holding our breath wondering 

what might be experienced in 2015. 

 

The title for this message is “What do you want for the new year?” That might seem 

like a question bringing us back to compiling a shopping list of “wants.” But let’s look 

at the question as an opportunity to reflect on the desires of our hearts and, so to 

speak, the desires of God’s “heart.” 

 

A starting point is to remind ourselves of this certainty—God loves you. 

 

9

 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 

world, so that we might live through him. 

10

 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 

the propitiation for our sins. (1 John 4v9-10) 

 

“Propitiation,” yes, it is a theological term that you’ll probably never hear outside of a 

church or a reading of the Bible. If you can imagine pagan gods being angry, then an 

act of “propitiation” would have been some type of sacrifice to satisfy their anger and 

make them more friendly and accepting. 

 

As we read here in 1 John—and the apostle Paul backs this up—”propitiation” for us 

means that God’s active mercy provided what was required so that the way is made 

clear for us to approach Him. 
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Q: What did He provide?   

A: His Son Jesus Christ. 

 

Q: Why did He do this? 

A: Because He loves us. 

 

You can stand in this certainty—God loves you. It is a certainty that should have 

brought you to a time of decision to receive Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour. 

 

Jesus, and only Jesus, is the way of dealing with all the things that could separate us 

from enjoying a relationship with God. 

 

It is a certainty that you can carry with you each and every day of the next year. 

It is a certainty that you can carry with you for all of eternity. 

 

So, if you accept that as being the condition of your relationship with God, then you 

have to know that He wants what is good for you. 

 

 

Our good Father 
 

Jesus challenged His listeners with this comparison between a good, natural father 

and God, the heavenly Father: 

 

What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 

or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask Him!” (Luke 11v11-13) 

 

Then James, the brother of Jesus, wrote this to the Church: 

13

 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 

tempted with evil, and He himself tempts no one. 

14

 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 

15

 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown 

brings forth death. 

16

 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 

17 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 

18

 Of His own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 

firstfruits of his creatures. (James 1v13-18) 

 

Following those verses, let’s just review where we stand. 
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God, the Father, gave Jesus Christ to deal with our sin problem. 

God gives the Holy Spirit, to those who ask Him. 

God is the giver of “every good gift and every perfect gift.” 

 

We stand on the threshold of the year 2015 and look what we have going for us! 

 

So here is where my thinking carries me—if God loves me so much and wants to 

bring good into my life, then I want what He wants for me. 

 

What I want for the new year is to seek what God wants for me. 

 

Each time the sun rises, it brings forth a new day. While there is some uncertainty 

about what will happen that will affect your life, there is certainty that we will have a 

day filled with God-given opportunities. 

 

The question is whether my wants coincide with what God wants and whether the 

focus of my thinking and doing keeps me close to what God wants for me. 

 

You know that we can make a distinction between needs and wants; wants and 

needs. “Needs” are the necessities. “Wants” are the wishes. 

 

But when it comes to living the Christian life and when it comes to our 

congregational life—our life together in a community of faith—what God wants for 

us, and from us, are pretty much the necessary things. They are needful and should 

be our priorities. 

 

 

A jigsaw puzzle 
 

There are many small bits to this picture. It is almost like a jigsaw puzzle with its 

many interlocking parts. I don’t know how you approach solving a jigsaw puzzle. 

When Lynne and I work on one, we start off by finding all of the border and corner 

pieces so that we can build the outline. Our goal is to start with the proper boundary 

and then fill in the rest of the picture.  

 

Okay, so when you have that outline, it’s like the time when you committed your life  

to Christ. God provided you with a framework or an outline for living. But there are 

more pieces to be put into place. And what is the goal? It is to have an image that 

you and everyone else can recognize.  

 

Feel free to challenge this point . . . I believe that God’s goal for you and God’s goal 

for me is to become more like Jesus. Think about it. Can you come up with any 

higher goal or calling? 
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Listen to some statements about what pleases God, the Father. 

 

(Luke 3v21-22) 

21 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 

was praying, the heavens were opened, 

22

 and the Holy Spirit descended on Him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came 

from heaven, “You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased.” 

  

(2 Peter 1v16-17) 

16

 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 

and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 

17

 For when He received honour and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne 

to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 

 

(Colossians 1v17-20; we have already covered this in a previous message on Colossians) 

17

 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

18

 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 

19

 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

20

 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the blood of his cross. 

 

(Matthew 12v17-18) 

17

 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: 

18

 “Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well 

pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. 

 

 

We have just celebrated Christmas and the first coming of “Immanuel”—God with 

us in the flesh. Is there anything that can please God more than the Son and His 

completed mission? 

 

Then, if I regard God as important in my life and if I regard it as important to please 

God, can there be anything better than trying to conform my life to the image of 

Jesus Christ? 
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Imitating Christ 
 

Charles Caleb Colton was an English cleric and writer who lived between 1780 and 

1832. He gave us these words, “Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.” 

 

Well, it’s not from the Bible but isn’t it true? For me, this idea translates in this way, 

“If I want to please the Father then I should imitate the One who pleased Him.”    

 

This may well be a most critical year in your life and a most critical year in the life of 

this church. In many ways, we have the outline borders of a living jigsaw puzzle. Are 

we going to find and fit together the pieces that will fill in the image of Jesus Christ? 

 

Not traditions, not history, not structures, not buildings but the everyday, day-by-

day living to conform to the image of Christ as individuals and as the church, the 

body of Christ—that should be what we want in the new year. 

 

As we finish, let’s listen to the words from the apostle Paul (Philippians 3v12-17): 

 

12

 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my 

own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

13

 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting 

what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 

14

 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

15

 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, 

God will reveal that also to you. 

16 

Only let us hold true to what we have attained. 

17 

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the 

example you have in us. 

 

The title for this message is “What do you want for the new year?” 

In preparing this message, I have come up with my theme for this coming year,  

“I want what He wants.” In part, that is a searching after that should lead me deeper 

into prayer and Bible reading and listening. In part, that is an endeavor to practice 

the life of Christ day by day. That is what I want.  

 

What is it that you want? 


