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Call to Worship 

 

1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Thus says the Lord,  

the God of Israel:  Write in a book all the words that I have spoken to you. 

3 For behold, days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will restore the 

fortunes of my people,  Israel and Judah, says the Lord,  and I will bring  

them back to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall take 

possession of it.” 

 

(Jeremiah 30v18-22) 

 

 18 “Thus says the LORD: 

 Behold, I will restore the fortunes of the tents of Jacob 

 and have compassion on his dwellings; 

 the city shall be rebuilt on its mound, 

 and the palace shall stand where it used to be. 

19  Out of them shall come songs of thanksgiving, 

 and the voices of those who celebrate. 

 I will multiply them, and they shall not be few; 

 I will make them honoured, and they shall not be small. 

20  Their children shall be as they were of old, 

 and their congregation shall be established before me, 

 and I will punish all who oppress them. 

21  Their prince shall be one of themselves; 

 their ruler shall come out from their midst; 

 I will make him draw near, and he shall approach me, 

 for who would dare of himself to approach me? 

 declares the LORD. 

22  And you shall be my people, 

 and I will be your God.” 

 



2 
 

Bret Maukonen, 2014 

Anniversary Sunday Message  
 

We began this service by singing the familiar hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness.”  

It is a hymn of reflection and of thankfulness. We sang about the patterns of the 

days— “morning by morning new mercies we see”—and seasons—“summer and winter, 

and springtime and harvest”—and then we sang about “Sun, moon and stars in their 

courses above.” 

 

We know from the account of Scripture that God, the Creator of all things, set 

patterns for this planet that we call Earth. He set the duration of day and night. He 

set the changing seasons. And He set the movement of our planet Earth around our 

Sun that marks the passage of a year.  

 

Every anniversary is set—and I mean literally every anniversary that has ever been 

celebrated by anyone anywhere in the world— every anniversary is set because of 

God’s design. And so, it is God who has set the time for annual celebrations that we 

call anniversaries.  

 

In the Old Testament, God directed the annual feasts for the people of Israel. There 

were a number of them. For us, as Christians, year by year we observe special 

celebrations. We rejoice about the coming of our Messiah Jesus. And we celebrate that 

on December 25
th

. In the Spring, we acknowledge the sad reality of His crucifixion 

and death that purchased our pardon. But then, we glory in His resurrection which is 

a foreshadowing of the resurrection for all those whose faith is in Christ and His 

effective sacrifice. We celebrate what God has done for us. 

 

And this should be the tone as we celebrate church anniversaries—“God, thank you 

for what you have done in this place over these many years.” 

  

Lynne and I have been married for more than 37 years. Occasionally, and not just on 

our anniversary date, we say, “It’s hard to believe how long we have been together and 

how we made it this far!” When we say that, it is because we are looking at the present 

day in the context of past years.    

 

Isn’t that the way it is when we observe important milestones? They are occasions to 

celebrate but they are also occasions for reflection. They can also be—if we are 

properly attuned—occasions to anticipate some things that might happen in the next 

year or the next few years—God willing. 

 

If we are properly attuned, anniversaries can be occasions to look forward and even 

plan. We can look ahead saying, “This year we’ll be making a trip to celebrate our 

anniversary” or “In three more years, I’ll be retiring.” 
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I truly believe that God has given us anniversaries (first) to look back, (second) to 

celebrate today and (third) to look ahead. The pattern and the reason are written in 

His word. 

 

God invites us to look back upon His faithfulness. For today, we have this present 

opportunity to celebrate and worship Him. Then, believing in the resurrection of 

Jesus, we can look ahead to God’s promise for our future. 

 

At the end of the service, we’ll be singing one of the most well-known hymns in the 

world. People who have not even accepted Jesus as their personal Saviour and Lord 

will sing its words about the amazing grace of God. I can tell you about my personal 

experiences of God’s amazing grace. Ask me sometime if you would like to hear.  

 

John Newton knew the reality of God’s grace and that led him to write the hymn.  

But the fifth and last stanza of the hymn was a later addition. It has been spoken of as 

a most fitting description of eternity. 

 

“When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, we’ve no less days 

to sing God’s grace than when we first begun.”  What an image of “forever.” 

 

An anniversary— we can reflect on the past; we can even anticipate the future, but 

today—this very day—is what God has given us to celebrate His goodness, His 

faithfulness and His amazing grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


