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Title:  No. 201411 

Venue: Tyrrell Baptist Church 

Date: August 10, 2014 

Scripture: Revelation 19v6-8; 21v1-4; Ephesians.5v25-27 

 

 

Call to Worship 

 
Isaiah 61v10-11 

 

 [10] I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

  my soul shall exult in my God, 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 [11] For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

  to sprout up before all the nations. 

 

 

Introduction 

 

It was after 2 o’clock on the warm, but overcast afternoon of May 28, 1977. At that 

hour, the groom was waiting at the entrance to the church. You see, he was expecting 

to walk his bride down the aisle as he had at the rehearsal the evening before. But she 

was late. When she finally arrived, fashionably late—if that is how one describes 20 

minutes past the expected hour—there was no time for pleasantries or explanations. 

Feeling relieved, he held out his arm for her to take and began the long walk toward 

the front of the church sanctuary.  

 

As he glanced around, perhaps struck by the beauty of the music being played, he 

almost stopped in his tracks. Who was that playing the organ? The woman’s hair was 

silvery grey and it should have been dark. At least it was last night. He took another 

look at the young woman on his arm. Yes, she was the woman he was to marry on  

that day. And yes, it was the right building. But . . . something was wrong. There was  

a stranger playing at the organ. 

 

When the bride had called her groom that morning to prepare him for the change,     

he was out sightseeing on Kingston’s waterfront. He would have to wait a while before 
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the mystery would be solved. The scheduled organist had woken up with a severe case 

of vertigo that morning. She couldn’t get out of bed, never mind get to the church and 

play for a wedding. So, it was her mother-in-law—her predecessor as the church 

organist—who stepped in. She was competent, available and more than willing to help 

out on short notice.  

 

There was one thing about this switch that only two people knew. In their plans for 

the service, the couple-to-be-married had struggled with a very difficult decision. 

Given the bride’s history with the church, they wanted to involve both pianists, but 

how do you do that? Perhaps this was a satisfactory resolution.  

 

Well, most weddings have their stories of things that have gone amiss or awry—some 

much more disturbing than this. But there is a wedding event that has been planned 

that will go off without a hitch. It will be perfect in every aspect. It is the wedding 

supper on the calendar of God that has been ordained for you and for me. It will be   

on a day determined—a day yet to be revealed. It will be an event where everything 

and everyone will be—just as it should be. It will be perfect. 

 

The church as His “bride” 

 

In Genesis, where we have a description of the creation of man’s helpmeet, we read 

Adam’s reaction:  “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be  

called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 

 

And then comes this instruction: Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother  

and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. (Genesis 2v23-24) 

 

It is clear from this account, that God’s design is for one man and one woman to be 

joined in an intimate and lifelong relationship. We call that marriage. The commitment 

that each person makes to the other is a covenant—a strong and binding mutual 

agreement. 

 

Most cultures observe some form of marriage in a ceremony that joins man to woman, 

groom to bride to make the husband-and-wife team. 

 

Regardless of the background, all marriages are intended to be a covenant relationship. 

Yet there is one covenant marriage that stands distinct from all others. We have a piece 

of music to share that highlights that very specialness. 

 

One of our favourite Christian artists is Twila Paris and she has written a song entitled 

 We’ll now play this lovely piece. Listen for the references to the 

Church and her relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

Youtube video of Twila Paris > www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZ3SrJ-3VSE 
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Twila sings: How beautiful the radiant bride 

Who waits for her groom with His light in her eyes 

 

In these words, she is using the third image of the church that we find in the Bible— 

the Church as the bride of Christ. 

 

References to this in the New Testament are few but they are clear. We are going to 

look at three distinct ways in which the image of the bridegroom and bride is well-

suited to representing the relationship between Christ and the Church. The three ways 

are expressed in terms of Love, Union and Covenant. Then we will consider how 

preparing for this wedding is supposed to look. 

 

Love 

 

The apostle Paul wrote these words to the church in Ephesus: Husbands, love your 

wives, as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, that He might sanctify her, 

having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that He might present the 

church to Himself in splendour, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might  

be holy and without blemish. (Ephesians 5v25-27) 

 

Here, we see that husbands are to love their wives, lead them, nurture them in the 

things of Christ, and, as Jesus taught (Matt. 19v3-9), live with them faithfully for life. 

Yes, Paul instructed husbands to love their wives but he didn’t stop there. He 

presented them with an example—a model to follow. And not just any model but     

the greatest example of love that the world has known.  It is an utterly selfless love   

that a husband is called upon to show his wife.  

 

But this message from Paul was about much more. He offers a picture of marriage   

that parallels the relationship of Jesus Christ to the Church. Christ loved the church 

and gave Himself for her before she was actually formed. He loves the Church as she  

is now being formed.  

 

The imagery of a bride is used in a number of Bible passages, but they all appear to 

have  a single purpose. The bridal imagery is used to portray the great love that God 

has for His people. No image could better express this love than the ideal love  

between a bridegroom and his bride. 

 

Where we recognize there is love between a bridegroom and his bride, this results      

in there being a union. So we’ll look at union as the second way that this image is 

fitting in representing the relationship between Christ and the Church. 
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Union 

 

Near the end of Scripture, in the Revelation of John, we hear the sound of God’s  

end-time celebration of a wedding feast when Christ and His bride are finally joined.  

 

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters 

and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God 

the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give Him the glory, for the marriage of the 

Lamb has come, and His Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself 

with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  

(Revelation 19v6-8) 

 

I don’t know what it will be like at that marriage. I don’t know how literally the 

marriage of the Lamb will resemble marriages here on earth. My search of the Internet 

for pictures of the bride of Christ shows artists’ conceptions tend to incorporate 

modern Western themes. 

 

The bride is in a full-length, flowing white wedding dress. A long table is set with 

white linen and adorned with fine dinnerware and crystal. The artist’s imagination, 

like ours, is limited to things with which we are familiar. I don’t know what to expect 

in terms of such a glorious celebration. I think it is far beyond our ability to imagine. 

 

One important aspect of this mention of marriage and a bride is the fact that marriage 

means a sacred union. Consider the familiar expression from our contemporary 

marriage services, “’Til death do us part.” That indicates there will be an end to the 

earthly union.  

 

This past week, Bret and I attended the celebration-of-life service for a dear brother in 

the Lord. That husband had been married for 56 years. There was an end to that union. 

However, the context for the union of the Lamb and His Bride is forever and it will be 

untouched by death—in fact, quite the opposite. The union of Jesus Christ with His 

Church is the beginning of a new form of eternal existence. We will be united to Him 

in a way we can’t begin to understand. 

 

But God has assured us of the strength of this union in terms of a covenant 

relationship. So we’ll look at how covenant is the third way that the bride and 

bridegroom image is fitting in representing the relationship between Christ and the 

Church. 
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Covenant 

 

Listen as I read the celebration image from the second last chapter of the Bible—

Revelation 21. 

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out 

of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 

them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

(Revelation 21v1-4) That is what awaits us as the church, as the bride of Christ. 

 

The relationship between bride and groom is a covenant relationship and that is what 

we have with our Lord Jesus. Last Sunday, we celebrated the Lord’s Supper. We were 

reminded again of Jesus’ words: And likewise [He took up] the cup after they had eaten, 

saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. (Luke 22v20). 

  

This covenant is a sacred agreement between God and his people. The initial covenant 

established back in the book of Genesis revealed the holiness of God in the righteous 

requirements of the law and it carried the promise of a Messiah. The new covenant is 

mediated by God’s Son and based on His righteousness. When God makes a covenant 

it contains certain promises but it is a mutual agreement and so, requires certain 

behaviour on our part. 

 

Preparing for the wedding 

 

Most brides are extremely busy prior to the actual wedding day. In our preparations  

as the Bride of Christ, what are we supposed to be doing as we anticipate the arrival   

of our bridegroom?  

 

As we’ve already seen in Revelation 19: 

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 

his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright 

and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 

 

How do we make ourselves ready? Scripture tells us that only those who have truly 

become part of God’s family can be counted righteous, those who have accepted Christ 

as Lord and Saviour. So the first step is to become a Jesus follower. Romans 10v9-10 

says "that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting 

in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation." 
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To clarify this matter of preparing for the wedding, let’s ask, “What was the ultimate 

purpose of Christ's death?”  

 

Let me read again from Ephesians 5: Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 

that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so 

that He might present the church to Himself in splendour, without spot or wrinkle or any 

such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. (Ephesians 5v25-27) 

 

The ultimate purpose of Christ’s death was to present us to Himself, blameless. 

 

 If indeed we as Jesus followers are the bride of Christ, is it fitting that the King of 

glory, the perfect Bridegroom, should receive a soiled bride? What a terrible thought! 

Does He not instead deserve a bride whose goal is to be utterly pleasing to the groom? 

 

That should be sufficient motivation to live a life of holiness, something that is not 

talked about very much these days. Our striving for holy living is not that we might 

earn the right to be united with Christ. Scripture is clear in many places that we are 

saved in order to serve but we are not to serve in order to be saved. 

 

In the third chapter of Paul’s letter to Titus (3v4-8), he says But when the goodness and 

loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us 

in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 

renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal 

life. The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who 

have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are 

excellent and profitable for people.  

 

Paul also talks about good works in Ephesians chapter 2 (verse 10): For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 

we should walk in them. 

 

These “good works” spoken of by Paul can only be the result of following Jesus’ 

summary of the commandments: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And 

a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” (Matthew 22v37-39) 

 

Good works flow from living out that kind of love. 
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Review 

 

So let’s briefly review the three images of the church that we have considered over 

these three Sundays. 

 

The first image is the church that Jesus promised to build. That has been happening 

and will continue to happen as “living stones” are added day by day. These are the 

living stones built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Jesus as the 

cornerstone. 

 

The second image is the body of His members with Jesus Himself as its head. This 

image refers to how we function together, esteeming each part as important—each 

contributing to the well-being of the whole, under the direction of Jesus. 

 

The third image—that of the Church as the bride—is something that is in formation. 

The whole Church—capital “C” Church—is something that Christ loves and gave 

Himself for. When we consider what we have reflected upon this morning, we see 

what a marvelous image that is.  

    

The Church as bride reminds us of God’s great love for us— a love everlasting.  

The Church as bride reminds us of the sacred union that will be enjoyed for all eternity.  

The Church as bride reminds us of the new covenant which exists between God and 

His people—a covenant sealed by the precious blood of Jesus.  

 

We will be presented to Him in a splendour that He has designed, without spot or 

wrinkle or any such thing. Our calling is to live in a way that is appropriate and 

becoming as we will be joined to the Perfect One—our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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How Beautiful – Songwriter: Twila Paris (5 minutes to play; CCLI No. 2569213) 

 

How beautiful the hands that served 

The wine and the bread and the sons of the earth 

How beautiful the feet that walked 

The long dusty roads and the hill to the cross 

 

How beautiful, how beautiful 

How beautiful is the body of Christ 

 

How beautiful the heart that bled 

That took all my sin and bore it instead 

How beautiful the tender eyes 

That chose to forgive and never despise 

 

How beautiful, how beautiful 

How beautiful is the body of Christ 

 

And as He laid down His life 

We offer this sacrifice 

That we will live just as he died 

Willing to pay the price 

Willing to pay the price 

 

How beautiful the radiant bride 

Who waits for her groom with His light in her eyes 

How beautiful when humble hearts give 

The fruit of pure lives so that others may live 

 

How beautiful, how beautiful 

How beautiful is the body of Christ 

 

How beautiful the feet that bring 

The sound of good news and the love of the King 

How beautiful the hands that serve 

The wine and the bread and the sons of the earth 

 

How beautiful, how beautiful 

How beautiful is the body of Christ  

is the body of Christ 

 


