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(All Scripture is from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated) 
 

 
Call to Worship 
 
Isaiah 40v1-5 
 
1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is 

pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground 

shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 

the LORD has spoken.” 
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How would you enter?  
 
This might seem like an outlandish proposal and question but here it is: “If you were God, how 
would you enter personally into the flow of human history?” 
 
Weeks back, I asked us to consider the timing of God’s entry into the flow of human history. 
My thinking is that it was much better to enter at a time that was not filled with all the hi-tech 
broadcast and film options. You might recall that I said, “Today, we can’t say ‘seeing is believing’” 
because there are many ways of manipulating images with special effects. 
 
Well, that was a question about timing and I feel fairly safe in my opinion about that because the 
birth of Jesus was when God, Himself, considered it to be the “fullness of time.” 
 
But today, the question is “If you were God, how would you enter personally into the flow of human 
history?” 
 
The question is about the “how.” And we have celebrated the “how” during this past Christmas 
season just as we have many, many Christmases before. 
 
God entered human history conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. And then, 
we have a big gap in time and in the record until that event when the boy Jesus, at age twelve, 
stayed behind in Jerusalem while Mary and Joseph had begun the trek back to Nazareth. 
 
We heard that account last Sunday. And then there is a bigger gap in time and in the records  
until Jesus enters His public ministry. We’re at the start of Part 3 in the book “One Perfect Life” 
and it is labelled “The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry.” 
 
So, here is another “how” question; a question about how Jesus entered His public ministry.  
And we will see that, in the first stage, Jesus did nothing. 
 
The Gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark and Luke show that before Jesus entered His public 
ministry, his relative—possibly his cousin—John was active in his own ministry preaching and 
baptizing people in the Jordon River. 
 
 

“Introducers” 
 
Now, to change things up a bit, I hope that you can think of a time that you either saw or that 
you were personally involved in when one person introduced another. 
 
Sometimes this happens when a guest speaker comes to a club or to a church service. You might 
see it on TV when a speaker is brought to an interview program. One person will introduce the 
other with highlights about what the guest person has accomplished. 
 
I have introduced other people in a number of venues and have been introduced on a few 
occasions.  
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Two things about this type of situation—actually three things. First, I hope the person can 
pronounce my last name (“Mau” as in “Maui” and “Konen” as in “Conan the Barbarian”). I feel 
sorry for people who have introduced me and have stumbled over my family name. I have 
received more than one apology and, generally, I try to practice the “introducer” (no such word) 
before we take the stage. 
 
So, then the second thing is that I am shy of embellishments. Imagine someone introducing me 
and saying,  “Bret won the Victoria Cross when he fought in the Korean War.”  

“Whoa! Hold up there! I wasn’t even born then.” 
 
I know that is a wild example but the point is that if truth and transparency are important, I 
wouldn’t want anything said about me that is not accurate. I would be embarrassed and it puts 
me into the awkward position of correcting the record. So, what I generally do is write a short 
biographical portrait about myself for the “introducer” to use as talking points. 
 
Then, third, I wouldn’t want the person to project ahead speculating what the event will be like. 
What I mean is the type of introduction I have heard like, “Craig is going to bring us a really great 
and exciting talk about the lifespan of fruit flies.” It puts a lot of pressure on the speaker to make it a 
great and exciting event and may lead to disappointment and embarrassment if the talk falls 
short of being great and exciting. Basically, the introduction has overpromised the result. 
 
We can put aside the proper pronunciation of my Finnish surname and look at the second and 
third points. First, a good introduction stays very close to the truth. Second, a good introduction 
doesn’t project something that would overpromise the quality of what is going to be delivered. 
Another thing, perhaps a real third point, is that we can hope that the “introducer” has credibility 
in the view of the audience. 
 
In your imagination, just try to put yourself into an audience waiting to hear from a major figure 
and you’re being prepared by an “introducer.” If you can imagine yourself back two thousand 
years in the wilderness of Judea on some river bank of the Jordon River, then you would see  
John the baptizer as an “introducer.” 
 
Let’s look at how Matthew (3v1-3) introduces us to John, the “introducer:” 
 

1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in 

the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 
 
So, we see that the coming of John was actually introduced by the prophet Isaiah some 600 years 
beforehand and that John, himself, would prepare the way for the Lord. John is given some 
credibility by the prophetic projection of Isaiah. But would you have seen John as a prophet? 
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Here’s what we would have seen: 
 

 4 Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 

 
Now, I’m not making a judgement on your behalf but my guess is that many Christians in church 
services today would be uncomfortable to be confronted by a person who is dressed in rough 
clothes and sticking to a strange diet. Over the years, I’ve encountered strange characters in 
different Christian settings and I’ve been challenged to see through a rough exterior and 
eccentricities and get to a point of seeing relevance and godliness. 
 
The point is that we sometimes judge by external appearances. 
 
Well, it appears that between John’s dress that resembled that of some prophets of old and his call 
to repentance, the people viewed John as a prophet of God. The result was: 
 
5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 
6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
So, do you think that John had credibility? 
 
 

Repentance 
 
Many people, including those who were occupying disliked positions in society, were affected by 
John’s call to repentance. 
 
Luke (3v10) tells us that “the crowds asked him, ‘What then shall we do?’” 
 
The despised tax collectors asked of John, “What shall we do?” 
 
The feared soldiers asked of John, “What shall we do?” 
 
And John told them to change their behaviour, to act justly, to share, to be content with what 
they have. Essentially, he told them to change their view and the direction of their lives. That’s 
the meaning of “repent.” 
 
(Matthew 3v2) “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
 
If you’re interested in the kingdom of heaven, if you want to be on that journey to the presence  
of God, you’ve got to make sure that you’ve turned away from what is wrong and are headed in 
the direction that God has given. 
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Now, if I was going to be a guest speaker, I would want the “introducer” to get the audience  
into a good mood to receive my message. 
 
John, as an “introducer,” could have been more careful not to upset some people but this is what 
we hear in Matthew (3v7-10): 
  
 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 
9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is 

able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 
10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 

is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 
It is safe to say that John was not even trying to curry favour with the religious establishment. 
They were leaning on their religious heritage. John was calling them to repentance. 
They were “respectable” and well off. John was rough; a man living off the land. 
 
Try to imagine yourself as a religious leader in the Jewish community. You’re called a viper. 
You’re called to repent and to show deeds according to that repentance. You’re told that the 
point of your greatest pride is nothing in the sight of God. You’re told that if you don’t change 
you’re destined for being thrown into the fire. 
 
Did John realize that, as the forerunner of Jesus the Messiah, he was creating hostility towards the 
person who he would be introducing? 
 
I think he was fully aware. As a true prophet of God, he was compelled to speak as the Spirit 
directed him. It had been four hundred years of religion without the presence or power of God. 
And now the people were seeing something that had been missing for so long. 
 
Luke (3v15) tells us about the view of the people: 
 

15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Christ, 

 
Aware of their speculation, this is how John spoke about his own work and about the work of  
the One to come: 
 

16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but He who is mightier than I is coming,  
 the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
 with fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in His hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
 into His barn, but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
The winnowing fork was used to lift and toss wheat so that the chaff would be blown away by 
the wind. Yet again, John says that what is unworthy will actually be burned with fire. 
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Now, John was doing something that is risky for an “introducer” to do. He was promising 
something that Jesus had to deliver. How could he do this? 
 
Well, John could not promise unless he had complete confidence that this is what God Himself 
would accomplish. True prophets of God were given utterance by the Holy Spirit. So, John was 
not projecting his view of the future; rather, he spoke of God’s plan for the future. 
 
Luke provides one more description about John’s role as an “introducer.” 
 
18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people.  
 
Ah, isn’t that what we want to hear? Good news! 
 
 

Review: a good “introducer” 
 
Going back to the three points about the qualities of a good “introducer.” 
 

1. A credible voice 
2. Doesn’t overpromise 
3. Adheres to the truth 

 
Do you think that John was a good “introducer?” 
 
1.  He was a credible voice. 

– John was seen to be a true prophet of God. 
 
2.  He didn’t overpromise. 
  – As a forerunner of the Christ, John spoke about what God had promised. 
 
3.  He adhered to the truth. 

– John did not compromise the truth even to the point of offending powerful people. 
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Application 
 
Even though John, as a forerunner of Christ, had a very unique ministry at a very special time, he 
has something to teach us and something that we can apply to our own lives. 
 
If I look at my life, as a follower of Christ, and if I want to represent Him to the world,  
 
1.  Am I a credible voice? 
 
Is my personal life consistent with how the Christian life is described in Scripture?  
How would you answer that question? 
 
2.  Am I careful not to overpromise? 
 
People are looking for solutions to life problems.  
Accepting Christ as Saviour is the starting place to meeting our deepest personal need. 
Am I prepared to show them how Christ is the way to eternal life but then also walk with them  
as they need to resolve other issues in their lives. 
We are in danger of overpromising if we—as someone said—“just give them the gospel” without 
helping people towards spiritual maturity.  
 
3.  Do I adhere to the truth? 
 
We all have opinions and, hopefully for Christians, opinions align with truth—but not always. 
Jesus said to the Father (John 17v17): Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 
  
Truth starts with God and is first communicated through His word. He has cautioned His people 
to be wary of false prophets and false teachings. 
 
So, the question is whether our opinions and positions adhere to the teaching of Scripture. 
 
 

Forerunners for Jesus 
 
Here is a final comment:– Even though John was a forerunner of Jesus and Jesus has 
accomplished the mission for which He was sent, you and I still have a mission as forerunners. 
 
We’re followers but can still be forerunners. 
 
There are many people in our community and in the world who do not know the truth about 
who Jesus is and what he has accomplished. Just as John called people to repentance and faith 
with good news about God’s kingdom, you and I might bring the first, true word that leads them 
to the knowledge of Christ.  
 
Try to carry that thought with you this week. 
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Matthew 3v1-12 
1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in 

the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 
 
 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 
9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is 

able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 
10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 

is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 

sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into 

the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”   
 
 
 
Mark 1v4-8 
4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 
5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by 

him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts 

and wild honey. 
7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I 

am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 
8 I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
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Luke 3v1-18 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and 

Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 

2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall 
become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, 

6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 

as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 
9 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 

is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
10 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 
11 And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever 

has food is to do likewise.” 
12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 
13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 
14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money 

from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 
15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 

whether he might be the Christ, 
16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, 

the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire. 

17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people.  
 
 


