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Call to Worship 
 
John 1v1-14 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through Him. 
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. 
11 He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. 
12 But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name,  

He gave the right to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory,  

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
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Introduction  
 
Let’s keep in view that Luke was a researcher when he was engaged in writing his Gospel 
account. It appears most likely that Luke interviewed Mary as a primary source of information 
about our Lord Jesus. And so, the insights that we have about His birth and childhood are 
accounts that Mary spoke directly to Luke. Who would have been closer to the situation? 
 
Two Sundays ago, on the last Sunday of the year, we looked into time when Joseph and Mary 
brought baby Jesus to the Temple.  
 
Chapter 2 of the Gospel of Luke refers to Jesus as a “baby” in verse 12; then as a “child” in verse 
40; and then we’ll read in verse 43, where Jesus is described as a “boy.” So, in a few verses, we 
trace Jesus’ birth and development without detailed description until we come to today’s passage 
in Luke 2v41-52. But first, let’s see where we left off when the parents took Jesus to the Temple as 
a baby. 
 

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 

40 And the Child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favour of God was upon Him. 
 
In the next verse, Luke carries us forward to have a view of Jesus as a boy at a significant time in 
His growth. 
 

41 Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
 
So, here’s a little bit of background. There were three occasions prescribed for adult, male Jews to 
journey up to Jerusalem—for Passover, for Pentecost and for the feast of Tabernacles. For some 
Jews, because of the distance from Jerusalem, they might make the journey to only one festival  
in the year. Mary told Luke that it was their practice to travel at least on the occasion of the Passover. 
 

42 And when He was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 
 
So, time has passed since the description of Jesus as a child in verse 40. Now, He is a boy of age  
twelve. This is significant. 
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Bar Mitzvah 
 
It is at age thirteen that a Jewish boy is considered to enter manhood and becomes morally and 
ethically responsible for his decisions and actions. He is called “bar mitzvah” which means “a son 
of commandment.” And to observe this coming-of-age time of life, there is a celebration and this 
is also called a “bar mitzvah.” 
 
I’ve had the privilege of attending two bar mitzvahs. When I was growing up in Toronto, our 
family lived in the upper apartment of a duplex and the Posner family lived in the apartment 
below. The Posners were Jews. Both parents had the tattooed numbers of Nazi concentration 
camps on their forearms. Their sons were Morry and Harry. For Morry’s bar mitzvah, my parents 
and I attended a service at a synagogue followed by what was like a very big birthday party at a 
reception hall. Years later, when Harry was turning thirteen, I was involved in his procession in 
the reception hall because I had passed my own thirteenth birthday. I still recall it as a great 
honour. 
 
By the way, Jewish girls, when they turn twelve, have a corresponding celebration called a  
“bat mitzvah.” The meaning is that the girl is considered to become an adult and is then a 
“daughter of the commandment.” This observance started in the late 19th century among Jews 
who are of the more liberal reformed Jewish communities. 
 
We cannot connect the modern bar mitzvah with the New Testament times of Jesus. Still, I 
believe that in ancient Jewish culture, there was a sense of a boy becoming a man. That is so 
typical of many ancient and modern cultures around the world. 
 
So, perhaps this was a particularly significant trip that Joseph and Mary made to Jerusalem that 
year. And perhaps that is why Luke makes a point of telling us that Jesus was twelve years of age. 
 

Where is Jesus? 
 
43 And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. 

His parents did not know it, 
 
Now, what’s this? Joseph had responded to the threat that Herod had posed soon after Jesus was 
born. He had taken Mary and Jesus on a long journey to Egypt to a place of safety. Now, on an 
annual trek between Nazareth and Jerusalem, Joseph and Mary lose sight of Jesus on the first day 
returning home. 
 
Here’s what the situation probably looked like. After Passover, the pilgrims to Jerusalem would 
flood out from the city in caravans destined to their own home towns. It would be like a bus 
station with simultaneous departures marked for different destinations. 
 
These caravans of Jewish pilgrims bore some reverse resemblance to the pattern you would have 
seen in their synagogues. The men would travel together, generally at the back of the caravan 
and the women and children would be in their own group in the forward section. In synagogues, 
the women and children would be at the back while the men occupied the front. 
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So, I imagine that Jesus, at his age twelve, between childhood and adulthood, could have been 
trusted to travel with other boys his age. It would be something like the atmosphere at a 
community picnic. Parents keep a very close eye on infants but they give teenagers some freedom 
to go and do their own thing. 
 
Well, at some point in the day’s journey, Mary and Joseph get together and probably have a 
conversation like this. 
 
Joseph says, “Where is Yeshua? I thought he was with you at the front.” 
Mary replies, “When we started, he was with the other boys. Wasn’t he with you today? 
 
Here’s how Luke describes it in verse 44: 
 

44 but supposing Him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for 
Him among their relatives and acquaintances, 

45 and when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for Him. 
 
Imagine the anxiety and possible embarrassment of Mary and Joseph at the end of that day.  
They were about twenty miles away from Jerusalem and had to turn around and retrace their 
steps back up to the holy city. 
 
46 After three days they found Him in the Temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions. 
 
The three days Luke writes of here might mean that they lost one day outbound, one day in the 
return trek and then found Jesus on the third day. And on that day, they found Him in the 
Temple. 
 
Now, in modern times, Jewish boys prepare for their bar mitzvah by study of the Torah.  
I remember that my playmate, Harry Posner, would go to school after school. He went to  
Hebrew school and this was pretty intense just before he turned thirteen. A focus is on  
preparing to read from Scripture during their special bar mitzvah service in the synagogue. 
 
So, we see young Jesus attracted to the Temple precincts engaged in conversation with the 
teachers, listening to them and asking questions. Questions play a very large part in the Jewish 
method of learning and discourse. Read through the Gospels and you will see our Lord asking 
many questions, even answering attacks on Him by reversing the tables with questions that He 
posed to His attackers. 
 
So, here is young Jesus interacting with learned and seasoned teachers at the Temple in 
Jerusalem. These would have been the elite teachers of Jewish culture. They were literally at  
the centre of religious worship and were best among the best. What is their response to Jesus? 
 
47 And all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. 
 
Our Lord stood in the midst of the best among the best and amazed them. 
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48 And when His parents saw Him, they were astonished. And His mother said to Him, “Son, why 
have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 

 
Understandably, Mary and Joseph were distressed. They were not negligent. They cared very  
much about the wellbeing of their son. So, how does Jesus respond? 
 

49 And He said to them, “Why were you looking for Me? Did you not know that I must be in My 
Father’s house?” 

 
These are the first recorded words of our Lord. 
 
For years, Jesus had referred to Mary as His mother and to Joseph as His father. He had grown  
to see Joseph in his business as a carpenter. This is the moment in time when we hear Jesus 
expressing His consciousness that He has an intimate relationship God, His Father.  
 
Jesus does not abandon the man who had nurtured Him as a loving father. He would continue 
on for many more years working alongside Joseph and supporting the family when Joseph passes 
away. Yet, this consciousness that God is His Father in a special way, is foremost. 
 
The Temple was a sacred place. Some of our English translations use the expression “in my 
Father’s house” connecting the words of Jesus with the place where He was found. But the word 
“house” is not in the original text. Some scholars point out that the meaning can be: 
 

ἐν τοῖς τοῦ πατρός μον = “in the things of my Father,” “about my Father’s business” 
 
Luke continues in this account: 
 

50 And they did not understand the saying that He spoke to them. 
51 And He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them.  

And His mother treasured up all these things in her heart.  
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favour with God and man. 
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Whose things? 
 
Now, here is the thing. Do you also see God as your Father? 
 
Granted that Jesus, as God the Son, has a unique and eternal relationship with God the Father. 
Yet, Jesus has opened the way for you and me to approach God and know Him as “Father.” 
 
Jesus, when He was preparing His disciples for His death and departure, spoke these words 
(John 14v6):  “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 
 
So, in this is the exclusive claim of Jesus to be the sole way to God. 
 
We sang two verses of the hymn “To God Be the Glory” and a line in the refrain is, “Oh come to 
the Father through Jesus the Son.” 
 
The question that must eventually and inevitably be answered by everyone—absolutely 
everyone—is, “Have you come to God through Jesus the Son?” 
 
Jesus, as a boy, demonstrated His commitment to the Father by remaining in Jerusalem at the 
Temple and engaging in conversation about God. 
 
Jesus, as a boy, declared His commitment to be involved in the things of His Father. 
 
How do we demonstrate our commitment to the Father?  
 
Are we ready to engage in conversation about God? 
 
In what ways do we declare our commitment to be involved in the things of our Father? 
 
As you more passionately involve yourself in the things of the Father, you are becoming  
more like Jesus. And isn’t that the goal of the Christian life? 
 
 


