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Call to Worship

Psalm 71

17 O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.
18 So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim your might
to another generation, your power to all those to come.
19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens. You who have done great things,
O God, who is like you?
20 You who have made me see many troubles and calamities will revive me again; from the
depths of the earth you will bring me up again.
21 You will increase my greatness and comfort me again.
22 I will also praise you with the harp for your faithfulness, O my God; I will sing praises to
you with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel.
23 My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to you; my soul also, which you have
redeemed.
24 And my tongue will talk of your righteous help all the day long, for they have been put to
shame and disappointed who sought to do me hurt.
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“In the World”

This past week, I received an e-mail circular from a Christian. It has this imaginary and
not so imaginary account. I have titled this “Acknowledging with Thankfulness.”

I dreamed that I went to Heaven and an angel was showing me around. We walked side-by-
side inside a large workroom filled with angels. My angel guide stopped in front of the first
section and said, “This is the Receiving Section. Here, all petitions to God said in prayer are
received.”

I looked around in this area, and it was terribly busy with so many angels sorting out
petitions written on voluminous paper sheets and scraps from people all over the world.

Then we moved on down a long corridor until we reached the second section.

The angel then said to me, “This is the Packaging and Delivery Section. Here, the graces and
blessings the people asked for are processed and delivered to the living persons who asked
for them.” I noticed again how busy it was there. There were many angels working hard at
that station, since so many blessings had been requested and were being packaged for
delivery to Earth.

Finally at the farthest end of the long corridor we stopped at the door of a very small station.
To my great surprise, only one angel was seated there, idly doing nothing. “This is the
Acknowledgment Section, my angel friend quietly admitted to me. He seemed embarrassed.
“How is it that there is no work going on here?” I asked.

“So sad,” the angel sighed. “After people receive the blessings that they asked for, very few
send back acknowledgments.”

“How does one acknowledge God’s blessings? “I asked.

“Simple,” the angel answered. Just say, “Thank you, Lord.”

“What blessings should they acknowledge?” I asked.

“If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to
sleep you are richer than 75% of this world.

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish, you are among
the top 8% of the world’s wealthy.

“If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, you are more blessed than the
many who will not even survive this day.”
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“If you have never experienced the fear in battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony
of torture, or the pangs of starvation. . . You are ahead of 700 million people in the world.”

“If you can attend a church without the fear of harassment, arrest, torture or death you are
envied by, and more blessed than three billion people in the world.”

“If you can hold your head up and smile, you are not the norm. You’re unique to all those in
doubt and despair.”

The Angel said, “If you can read this message, you just received a double blessing in that you
are more blessed than over two billion people in the world who cannot read at all.”

“Ok,” I said. “What now? How can I start?”

“By being thankful.”

Yes, “Thank you Lord for all your blessings!”

This imaginary/not-so-imaginary story relates to the reality in the world. As well, it
echoes the Apostle Paul’s encouragement that we read last Sunday in Colossians
chapter 3—an encouragement for us to be thankful.

Scripture

Here is the title for this morning’s sermon—Tick, tock, tick, talk
Is there anything wrong with this? I often make mistakes but the wording here is quite
deliberate.

When we read these five verses from Colossians 4, please pay attention to references to
time and speech. The “tick, tock, tick” refers, obviously, to time—like the ticking of a
clock. The “talk” connects with a number of different types of communication.

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.
3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word,

to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison—
4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.
6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt,

so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.
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Introduction

This will be the last message in our series on Paul’s letter to the Colossians. Even
though there are a number of verses that follow in chapter 4, you may recall that
we started out the series by looking at the people spoken of by the Apostle Paul.

We had one Sunday when we took a brief look at Paul’s letter to Philemon and
connected that with his mention of people in this letter to the church in Colossae as
their names appeared in chapter 4.

Here is a chart showing the names, many of them common to both letters. Both the
short, personal letter to Philemon and the longer letter to believers in Colossae were
written from a prison setting.

In Philemon in Colossians Paul was very big on recognizing the situation of
people. We might think, “Well, of course! He was
an apostle and a missionary and a church planter.”
But let’s also recognize that he worked as a sewer
of canvas and as a tentmaker. He probably spent
many, many hours apart from people doing
manual work by himself.

While Paul was very aware of the broad range of
people, most of his letters were written specifically
to followers of Christ. He wrote to churches and to
individual Christians.

While some of his words have benefitted and even
been used by people outside of the church, his
target audience was the people who formed the
church. Yet, a few times in this letter to the
believers in Colossae, he makes reference to those
who are outside of the church.

Paul Paul

Timothy Timothy

Philemon

Apphia

Archippus Archippus

Onesimus Onesimus

Aristarchus Aristarchus

Tychicus

Epaphras Epaphras

Mark Mark

Demas Demas

Luke Luke

Nympha

Justus

Christ Christ

You know that I don’t mean they were standing outside of a building. The use of the
word “church” always refers to people. When I say “outside the church,” I mean that
they were not followers of Jesus Christ.
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In chapter 2, Paul was warning the church about those who were promoting
Gnosticism, Legalism, Mysticism and Asceticism. That was the Sunday message on
“Where to walk . . . and not.” It seems that people were trying to introduce those four
teachings into the life of the church. Paul was warning the people who were the
church that those teachings were deceptive and harmful to the Christian walk.

How many people were trying to spread these teachings, we do not know. But Paul
reminds believers—then and now (Colossians 2v6-7):

6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,
7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,

abounding in thanksgiving.

So, there is that reference in chapter 2 to those outside the church and then, here in
chapter 4, he again uses that image of the Christian “walking” when he writes:

5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.
6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt,

so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.

Walk in wisdom

You know, having wisdom is different than having knowledge. I have known
some well-educated, knowledgeable and capable men who did not act very wisely.
The Bible has a lot to say about wisdom. In fact the Old Testament book of Proverbs
is part of the Bible’s section that theologians call “Wisdom literature.”

Looking back at chapter 1, Paul told the people:

9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you
may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,

10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord

There is a general type of wisdom common to all people. Things like:
“Don’t take unnecessary risks” and “Don’t spend more than you make.”

But Paul makes specific this “spiritual wisdom.”
And then, in chapter 2, Paul points to Christ,
3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
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Yes, there is a general type of wisdom about life but then, there is a special wisdom
that opens up to us as we come to God through Jesus Christ. The indwelling Spirit of
Christ can generate this type of spiritual wisdom and spiritual discernment in the life
of a Christian.

Paul connects this wisdom with reference to “outsiders.” Who are these outsiders?

Well, if a church is cliquish, then some people inside the church may be made to feel
like outsiders. But that’s not what Paul means here. Sometimes, people in a particular
congregation can treat people belonging to another congregation as outsiders. He’s
not referring to people who belong to another church as outsiders. In his time, there
were no denominations and so, most cities probably had only one gathering that
constituted a church.

Here’s what Paul meant. The expression “outsiders” is literally “toward them that are
without” (pros tous exō).

One writer (E.F. Harrison) has said that this term “outsider” “was both a lament and a
challenge” as it most definitely refers to the world of unsaved men and women.

[Paul refers to those outside the church in three of his other letters—I Cor. 5v12;
I Thess. 4v12; I Tim. 3v7]

Why act with wisdom to outsiders? What do you think God’s will is for those outside
of the church? Back in chapter 1, Paul was praying that the Christians would be filled
with understanding of God’s will. What is God’s will?

That would be an interesting Bible study looking for statements about the will of God.

Actually, some Christians don’t act with spiritual wisdom or discernment towards
outsiders. Some have said, and this included myself in the past, if that is what church
is about, I don’t want anything to do with it. Have you ever known anybody to say
that? Now, it may be an excuse but we also need wisdom as we encounter people who
have not committed themselves to Christ and so, are outside of His body.

We need to pray for that wisdom and need to be careful not to be stumbling blocks
along their path to coming to Christ.
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Paul instructs Christians to be steadfast in prayer. I think that we have actually seen
a decrease in prayer and a reluctance for Christians to gather together for times of
prayer. I have mentioned here before that 85% of American churches have plateaued
or are in decline. Updated information places that at 90%. It is probably the same
number here in Canada.

Yet, last September, when I was at a training summit in Lousville, Kentucky, I
questioned a missions expert about the growth of churches in other parts of the world.
One factor that was common—regardless of place—was that they were engaged in
active prayer believing that God would act in demonstrable ways. They prayed and
then watched.

Theses churches are growing after the pattern that Paul gives in 4v2:
Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.

Talk with God, listen and watch and then be prepared to give Him the praise and
glory with thankfulness. Should we do that here at Tyrrell?

At last Sunday’s AGM, Lynne and I presented the offer for a Bible study and prayer
time. Aside from the things that we might do to raise the visibility of this congregation
and building in this community, praying together for outsiders is the one foundation
for any future growth of this church.

Paul’s heart burden

We see this as the burden of Paul’s heart. He wanted the people in faraway Colossae to
be praying for him and his team in Rome for God to open the door for sharing. Pretty
much certainly, most of the people in Rome, including his jailers, were those outside of
Christ and outside of the church.

As great an evangelist as Paul was, what does he ask for?

1. Prayer for his ministry,
2. God to open a door for the message, and
3. to be clear on how he should speak.

Now, think. If you were in prison like in the case of Paul, what would you pray for?
I probably would have, top of my mind, “God, get me out of here!” But Paul is praying
from his place in prison that the word about Jesus would get out. Not that he would
get out but that the word would get out.

More important than praying about improvement in his circumstances was his prayer
and the prayers of other believers that more people would come to know Jesus.
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Now, the title of this message is “Tick, tock, tick, talk.” And that “talk” relates to the
types of conversations we can have. There are four types that appear in this passage.

First, prayer

What a great privilege it is to be able to talk with God. Now, when we talk with
people, we can reasonably expect a two-way conversation. When we talk with God, do
we feel that the prayer is bouncing off the ceiling or do we believe that we are actually
being heard? And more than that, do we expect to hear from God? It may not be in an
audible voice, but God does answer. Are we talking and then watching and listening?

God will answer:
– by provision (He gives something tangible),
– by persons (God’s people can speak into your life),
– by persuasion (you feel strongly and clearly that God wants you to do something),

and sometimes
– by pronouncement (I would never rule out that you might hear words from God or

from one of His angelic messengers).

Second, declaring

If your life has been changed by Jesus Christ, then you have something to declare.
I know that if something good happens to a person, they are likely to tell others.
We have had something good happen because of Jesus. We really should have
something good to declare about Him.

Third, good talk

Paul counsels the Christian: Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt

I remember reading a book over 35 years ago and, though I forget the details
between the covers, the title sticks with me and is a good reminder. The book was
called “Beauty Care for the Tongue.” The tongue is the most difficult member of the
body to control (James 3v1-10). It can produce either blessing or cursing.

We are expected to speak “with grace” even in the face of open hostility. Consider how
Christ spoke “gracious words” to the synagogue worshipers at Nazareth but then, a
short time afterwards, they would try to kill him (Luke 4v22): And all spoke well of him
and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth.
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Then, Paul talks about speech seasoned with salt. I know that many people today try
to cut down on their consumption of salt. But we know that salt enhances flavour and
makes food appetizing. Too much or too little makes the food unpalatable. Salt also
retards corruption. Paul tells us: Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only
such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear
(Ephesians 4v29).

Yes, “Beauty Care for the Tongue!”

Fourth, our answers

There is a time to declare and then, there is a time to listen patiently. Some people
might be turned away because we have talked when we should have been listening.

It is interesting to see how God will bring a person into our situation who will ask the
reason for the hope as the apostle Peter offers (1 Peter 3v15): but in your hearts honour
Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you
for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,

The “talk” in “Tick, tock, tick, talk.”

Well, I’ve talked a lot about the “talk” in “Tick, tock, tick, talk.” What about the “Tick,
tock, tick”?

Going back to 4v2: Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.

The word “continuing” points to an activity that is ongoing in time and being
“watchful” points to consistency.

As a ship’s officer, I had to stand basic four-hour watches at sea and in port. I never
had a mishap and that was because I gave attention to how I kept watch. You have
to be diligent, that means continuing consistently on the lookout.

Paul asks (4v3): At the same time, pray also for us

Over time, we don’t lose attention but rather add to our attention the needs of others.

Then, on this final thought, Paul instructs us (4v5): Walk in wisdom toward outsiders,
making the best use of the time.
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If, indeed, as Paul tells us the life of the believer is “hidden in Christ,” then literally you
personally have all eternity to look forward to. It will be so, so much better than what
we are experiencing here.

Then the question, “Why am I still here?” Why are you still here?”

Straight forward, the answer is because God has a mission for us to perform. We have
to be watchful for that mission. If not, we’ll probably miss some opportunities.

Each Sunday, someone winds that wall clock and gets the pendulum going.
Occasionally, I’ll glance in that direction to see how we are doing in our time for the
service. I guess that the clock winds down during the week because it needs to be
restarted each Sunday.

Sunday worship services are occasions when we can recommit ourselves in our
devotion to God and to His purposes for our individual lives. It can also be an occasion
when we recommit to his mission for us as a church.

God has a purpose for me. God has a purpose for you. God has a purpose for Tyrrell
Baptist Church. Until He calls a close to our activity, let’s look for and engage in His
purposes. Let’s not let time or opportunities slip away.

“Tick, tock, tick, talk.”

Service of Communion (Ephesians 2v4-13)

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ---by grace

you have been saved---and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the
uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by
hands— remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no
hope and without God in the world.

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood
of Christ.


