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Scripture: Based on “One Perfect Life” – Ch. 19 & 20 (Matthew 2v1-23) 

Call to Worship: Psalm 57 

Main Idea: The quality of life is enhanced by framing realistic  
and appropriate expectations.  

 
(All Scripture is from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated) 

 

 
Call to Worship 
 
Psalm 57 
 
1 Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes refuge; in the shadow of 

your wings I will take refuge, till the storms of destruction pass by. 
2 I cry out to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me. 
3 He will send from heaven and save me; he will put to shame him who tramples on me. Selah God 

will send out his steadfast love and his faithfulness! 
4 My soul is in the midst of lions; I lie down amid fiery beasts--- the children of man, whose teeth are 

spears and arrows, whose tongues are sharp swords. 
5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the earth! 
6 They set a net for my steps; my soul was bowed down. They dug a pit in my way, but they have 

fallen into it themselves. Selah 
7 My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast! I will sing and make melody! 
8 Awake, my glory! Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn! 
9 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations. 
10 For your steadfast love is great to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds. 
11 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the earth!  
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The theme of “Expectations” 
 
One thing that strikes me as being “funny” in sort of a strange way relates to the character we 
saw last Sunday and, then, the appearance of the three wise men. We have Christmas cards that 
show a brilliant star and three men travelling on camels. We have songs about the three wise men 
—in one case described “kings of orient,” meaning kings from the east. Nativity creche scenes 
show three well-dressed, crowned men. But, Simeon, the character whom we looked at last 
Sunday, is literally an unsung hero in most Christmas stories; missing from songs and 
celebrations. 
 
Now, Simeon saw the baby Jesus just eight days after His birth. And what he had to say was a 
most significant prophecy. Jesus would be “a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your 
people Israel.” 
 
There is reasonable speculation that the wise men arrived in Bethlehem much later. They told 
Herod when they first saw the star and, later, Herod destroyed all male children two years old or 
younger. This suggests that on their long journey, they arrived months after the birth. And then, 
when they visited Mary and the child, she is described as being in a house. This suggests that the 
family had had some time to relocate from the place of the birth. 
 
This prophecy spoken by Simeon that Jesus would be a light to the Gentiles—was actually being 
first fulfilled in the visit of those wise men. Given their place of origin, they were probably 
Gentiles. We don’t know that there were three kings from the east but, given that there were 
three gifts, tradition is that we think of three kings each bearing his own gift. 
 
Last Sunday, I raised the matter of managing our expectations. 
 
What expectations might these wise men have had? 
 
Let’s read their account in Matthew 2. 
 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 

from the east came to Jerusalem, 
2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and 

have come to worship him.” 
 
Well, the unusual star raised expectations that it was an omen heralding a special birth—the birth 
of a king. So, they travelled to the region indicated by the star and sought out the ruler of that 
place. It was their reasonable expectation that a high-up person like Herod would have 
knowledge of any recent royal birth. 
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3   When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ 

was to be born. 
5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
Back in Jerusalem, Herod the Great was troubled about the birth of another who was to be king.  
Herod himself, though not a Jew by birth, had taken on the title “king of the Jews.” 
 
His expectation would be that this region could accommodate only one king and he would assert, 
“I am the one.” He enquired of the religious leaders and they confirmed that the king promised by 
God would be born in Bethlehem. Now, they had knowledge from the Scriptures but no 
apparent expectation that moved them into action. They did not go to Bethlehem to see if this 
prophecy was being fulfilled. How different they were from the simple shepherds who acted 
immediately on hearing of the special birth. 
 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 

appeared. 
 
The expectation of the wise men was somewhat dashed as Herod was clueless and actually, he  
asked them to keep looking. 
 
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you 

have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 
9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 

rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
 
What did they find? The newborn king was in a plain and ordinary house in a lesser town called 
Bethlehem. Surely, this was not the palace of a king! It was just the house of a tradesman-
carpenter. 
 
11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 

worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. 

 
But—and in spite of any expectations they had held in the long journey—they were the first 
Gentiles to see this light of revelation. They saw, by the Spirit, the One who would be called  
“King of the Jews” and they worshipped and offered their royal gifts. 
 
12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 

another way.  
 



Page 4 of 8 

 

Bret Maukonen – 2018 
 

Still, the threat that Herod posed became the cause for Joseph to take Mary and baby Jesus and 
head towards the south to find safe refuge in Egypt. 
 
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for 
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 

14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 
15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent 

and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or 
under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 

17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 

refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
 
Thinking about managing expectations, Herod’s method was to reinforce his position as king 
using deceit and violence to remove any challengers to the throne. What he ordered is what has 
been called “the slaughter of the innocents.” 
 
Herod would die very soon after this and never see the anointed one of God—Jesus’ kingship 
would not pose a threat to this Herod’s rule. As it turned out and as history records, Herod  
would be his own worst enemy. 
 
19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the 

child’s life are dead.” 
21 And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 

afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 
23 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be 

fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
 
This is as far as Matthew goes in telling us about Jesus until the account resumes when Jesus is an 
adult of about thirty years of age and is baptized by John in the Jordon River. 
 
We can read the Christmas story and find a number of themes that increase our understanding of 
what was happening. This season, I was struck by the theme of expectations and the unexpected. 
 
Last Sunday, I said that a model about expectations was coming to mind and I needed another 
week to develop it. 
 
I’ve prepared a sheet with the model and some PowerPoint slides showing possible connections 
with characters in the Christmas story. 
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In one sense, expectations express a person’s hopes.  
For example, “I expect to go on a trip this spring.” 
 
In another sense, expectations express standards.  
For example, “Her expectation was that the boy would finish his homework.” 
 
We are likely to find people operating in different modes through the stages of life and even on 
an immediate basis. [Explain with an example]  
 
Expectations affected the way characters in the Christmas story responded and acted.  
We should also see that expectations affect how we respond and act.  

 

ME possibly Herod; Old Testament > Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar 

ME — Others possibly Herod 

Me — Others  

Me — OTHERS Joseph (with the pressure to address Mary’s pregnancy) 

ME — God 

 

Me — God for a time, Zechariah but then responded as GOD — Me 

GOD — Me 

Mary 
Simeon 
Joseph (when he responded to the messages in dreams) 

GOD — Others 

Shepherds 
Simeon 
Anna 
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This Christmas season, I was seeing the Christmas story and the key characters through a lens  
of “expectations” and the “unexpected.” While this charted model might seem like a study in 
psychology, I think that expectations play a very large part in how we live and in our life of faith. 
 
Our expectations affect—may even govern—our relationships; our relationships with other 
people and our relationship with God. 
 
Example: I am promised something by a person and they fail to deliver. I am disappointed 
because my expectation has not been met. Next time, I will probably not be as likely to believe or 
trust the person as I had at first. The relationship has been affected in a negative way. 
 
Example: I pray and it seems that God does not answer my prayer. I am disappointed because  
my expectation has not been met. I pull away from God and have less confidence that God hears 
me or really cares about me. The relationship has been affected in a negative way. 
 
Example: Our call to follow Jesus has expectations that we will live life with certain moral 
standards; that we will seek to become more like Jesus; that we will engage with God in ways  
that please Him. As we grab hold of that expectation, our relationship will be affected in a 
positive way. 
 
Bottom line to all of this . . . In view of Me, Others and God; the quality of life is enhanced by 
framing realistic and appropriate expectations. 
 
As we move into our time of Communion, who would have expected that God—the Creator of  
all things—would actually come into our midst, take on our human likeness and then die to take 
away our sin? 
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Matthew 2: The Visit of the Wise Men 

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 
from the east came to Jerusalem, 

2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.” 

3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ 

was to be born. 
5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’“ 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 

appeared. 
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you 

have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 
9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 

rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 

worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. 

12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way.  

13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for 
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 

14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 
15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent 

and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or 
under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 

17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 

refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the 

child’s life are dead.” 
21 And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 

afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 
23 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be 

fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
 
 


