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Call to Worship 

 

(Psalm 2) 

 

1  Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 

2  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the  

LORD and against his Anointed, saying, 

3  "Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us." 

4  He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 

5  Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

6  "As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill." 

7  I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, "You are my Son; today I have begotten 

you. 

8  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your 

possession. 

9  You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." 

10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

11 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly 

kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

 

 
Here’s a simple question: Where would we be if God the Father had not sent the Son? 

 

Putting aside any spiritual benefit, would we even have a lifestyle and advanced 

culture as we know it today? The world was explored by Western Christian nations.  

The British Empire alone encompassed one quarter of the territory of the world and 

with it brought Christian values. I could go on but take a moment and think about it. 

 

I cannot even imagine what our lives would look like because the course of human 

history has been so shaped by Christian influences. 
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Of course, if God the Father had not sent the Son on His mission, we would not be 

meeting here. Perhaps we would be outside making animal sacrificies. Perhaps we 

would be bowing to worship the sun or moon as they rise in the sky.  

 

This is a side comment but one thought that you may want to tuck away for future 

use. I hear and read about people in our society mocking Christianity. They do enjoy 

freedom of expression and a pretty good lifestyle in our part of the world. When they 

attack Christ or our Christian faith, they are blind to the reality that what they are 

enjoying is largely due to Christian influence. You have only to look to other parts  

of the world where people live under other religious and value systems. People are 

oppressed by caste systems, girls are forced into unwanted marriages, children  

are recruited to become soldiers trained to kill, people are being kidnapped and 

summarily executed by beheading.     

 

If you ever hear anyone in our society being critical of Christianity, you might remind 

them that most of our benefits and the prosperity and lifestyle we enjoy are because 

we have a Christian heritage. Their talk is thoughtless foolishness. 

 

But we are not here to talk about cultural Christianity. We are here to consider Christ 

and God’s word. 

 

Again, the simple question: Where would we be if God the Father had not sent the Son? 

 

 

The two “Greats” 
 

Last week, we continued with the grid of the As, Bs, Cs, Ds — A Foundation for Christian 

Ministry and were on the first box of the row of Cs. I regard this as the starting place 

for Christian ministry. 

 
 

Commandment 
 

“And you shall love  
the Lord your God  

with all your heart and  
with all your soul and  
with all your mind and  
with all your strength.” 

(Mark 12v30) 

 

< GREAT > 
 

Jesus put love of God and  
love of neighbour as of first 
importance and then, at the 

last, sent out his apostles with 
a purpose and a plan 

 

Commission 
 

“In your going make disciples, 
baptizing . . . teaching” 

(Matthew 28v18f) 

 

But Jesus has provided us with more in this, His Great Commandment. We saw that 

He wants you to love and care for your neighbour as you would care for yourself. 
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On that line of Cs, there are three boxes but only two with Scripture text. The middle 

box says “Great” and it points to two “Greats” given by Jesus—first, what we have 

come to call the Great Commandment and second, to the Great Commission. 

 

We read the whole chapter of Matthew 28. It starts out at the gravesite of Jesus and 

ends with these words of Jesus in the Great Commission. Though these words close 

out the gospel account of Matthew, they are not the closing words of Jesus on earth. 

We hear our Lord speaking again in the book of Acts. He will speak about the Holy 

Spirit coming upon them in power so that they will become witnesses of Jesus. 

 

The disciples had lived alongside Jesus, but they witnessed His death on the cross. 

They had seen that He was buried. Mary Magdalene and another Mary went to the 

tomb. An angel had rolled back the stone opening the mouth of the tomb. There was 

an earthquake. There was a demonstration of the power of God. While all this struck 

fear into the hearts of the soldiers guarding the tomb, the angel of God brought calm 

and reassurance to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 

was crucified. He is not here, for He has risen.” 

 

Jesus had, for three years, presented a radical teaching. For three years, He had 

performed all sorts of miracles. He had placed Himself as claimant to a unique 

relationship with the one and only God. He said that He was the Son. 

 

 
Jesus—God the Son 
 

Twice in his gospel account, Matthew records a voice from heaven asserting that 

Jesus is the beloved Son.  

 

At the time of Jesus’ baptism in the Jordon: a voice from heaven said, “This is my 

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  (Matthew 3v17)   

 

And then, on the Mount of Transfiguration:  a voice from the cloud said, “This is my 

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” (Matthew 17v5) 

 

So, there was something beyond the cross and the grave. We have an empty tomb 

and a risen Lord. The women are running off to tell the other disciples and Jesus 

meets them. They worship Him and in the exchange, Jesus gives them instruction to 

have the disciples gather in Galilee. 

 

The eleven men of His close circle meet Him on a mountain in Galilee. Even as they 

meet Him, some still doubt that it is Jesus. We know about one who has been called 

“doubting Thomas.” At the beginning of the book of Acts, Luke writes, “He presented 

Himself alive to them after His suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty 

days and speaking about the kingdom of God.”  (Acts 1v3) 
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So, eventually, all would have opportunity to overcome their uncertainties. While 

some were initially uncertain whether it really was their rabbi and master, others 

worship Him. 

 

Anyone who claims that Jesus is not God has a problem explaining why these people 

would worship Jesus. It is absolutely unconscionable for a Jew to worship anyone 

except Jehovah God. Yet Matthew records that the two women and these closest 

disciples worship Jesus. He is not just a teacher or a prophet.  

 

 

Jesus—with all authority 
 

When Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me” it is not a 

stretch for them to believe Him. They had witnessed His authority over the three 

years of public ministry. 

 

He was One who had taught with authority (Matthew 7v29). 

He had authority in healing (Matthew 8v1-13). 

He had authority over demons and evil spirits (Luke 8v2). 

He had authority to forgive sins (Matthew 9v6). 

He had authority over Satan (Matthew 10v1). 

He had authority over the forces of nature and the sea (Matthew 8v27). 

And, now, by His resurrection, Jesus demonstrated authority over death and the grave. 

 

But Jesus knows the plan of God and He knows that His time in their midst is to be 

short. He proceeded from the Father and he is due to return to the Father (John 17v13). 

 

 

Assigning the work 
 

Jesus had spent quality time with twelve men. He had been preparing them for this 

day on the Galilean mountain and for the days which would follow. He has done the 

work that the Father assigned to Him. Now He is assigning to the eleven the work 

that needs to be continued. 

 

Imagine yourself having spent a few years on an important project with a handful of 

people. You worked side by side leading this team. You have been through a lot 

together. And then, a time comes when you know you will have to leave and you 

have to hand over information about the project. You’ll have to entrust that team 

with continuing the project while you are away. 
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A week from Monday, I’ll be going to a training session in Louisville, Kentucky.  

I’ll be driving down, leaving early in the morning. Lynne and I have been through 

these situations many times before. I have been conveying information about where I 

will be staying while I’m away. She has contact information and a schedule for the 

training sessions. Next Sunday afternoon, there will be a flurry of activity making 

certain that I have everything I need and that Lynne knows how to handle things 

while I’m away . . . and that is just for a three-day trip. 

 

Jesus, in His physical presence, would be going away for a longer, unspecified time 

so, try to get a sense of what is happening here in Matthew’s account. God’s plan for 

humankind has been unfolding over thousands of years. The three-year mission of 

Jesus has, within that relatively short period of time, been the culmination of all that 

God has been doing to introduce a new order and a new way to restore the damaged 

and broken relationship. Remember, at the last Passover meal with His disciples, 

Jesus said, “This is the new covenant in My blood.” 

 

There is something new happening here and, shortly, Jesus has to leave them. So He 

commissions his disciples. We have, at the end of Matthew’s account and at the 

beginning of the book of Acts, the words of Jesus that hand over His work to His 

followers. 

 

 

The commissioning 
 

Soon after I rededicated my life to Jesus so that He was both my Saviour and Lord,  

I heard a good number of missions’ speakers preach and talk about Jesus’ Great 

Commission. Let’s look at the words again. 

 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

The missions’ speakers would often emphasize going to all nations with a focus on 

recruiting new missionary candidates. I think that things have changed since then. 

 

As you may be aware, Lynne and I did go overseas for a few years—first with 

Operation Mobilization and then with Christian Literature Crusade. If we ever retire, 

we may go back to serve with a mission organization. So, you know that we have 

concern about sharing Christ with people in other lands. 
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But to take these words of Jesus and read them just as a call to overseas missionary 

service is a poor interpretation and application. Let’s unpack these words. 

 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”  

Certainly, we have seen that Jesus demonstrated authority and had the unqualified 

endorsement of God the Father. 

 

“Go therefore” 

English translations make this sound like a command and, in a certain way it starts 

off a command or a commissioning. But the original Greek tense makes it more like  

“in your going.” With that sense, it means wherever you go in the course of your days 

and in the course of your life. All of us are going somewhere every day. Through our 

going, we’re in contact with people every day. 

 

“and make disciples of all nations” 

Here again, the mention of nations might conjure up the image of a world map with 

its countries and their boundaries. But Jesus was not creating a separate missionary 

class assigned to go to nations as we think of the term. 

 

Jesus, the Jew, was speaking to His Jewish followers. He was commissioning them to 

carry out the work among people of different ethnic groups. There had always been a 

distinction between the Jews and everybody else who were the “non-Jews.” This new 

covenant would not be confined to Jews. It was God’s plan to be made available to all 

people regardless of ethnicity or location. 

 

Next Sunday, we’ll take a much closer look at the matter of making disciples when 

we go to the fourth line in the grid—line D. That line will be all about discipleship. 

 

“baptizing them” 

We have some dear fellow Christians who have the practice of baptizing babies. I 

understand their arguments for doing so but I do not agree with them. These words 

of Jesus are one evidence that we have supporting our practice of believer’s baptism. 

 

First comes making a disciple or follower of Jesus. Babies are too young to make that 

commitment. Then, in the words of Jesus, we are to baptize someone who has 

committed to being a disciple. That is a conscious decision followed by baptism by 

immersion. 

 

“in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 

One name, three Persons identified under one name. This is one biblical proof of the 

triune God. The trinity is something of a mystery that theologians cannot adequately 

explain but that is how God has presented Himself—Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
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“teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” 

Well, a disciple is essentially a learner and so, teaching others what it means to follow 

Jesus is all part of discipleship. When people learn what Jesus taught and put it into 

practice, they become more like Him. That is God’s goal for us while we are on this 

earth—to become more like Jesus. 

 

“And behold, I am with you always” 

In the book of Acts, we’ll see that Jesus physically ascended into the heavens and is 

now seated at the right hand of majesty on high. So, is His promise to always be with 

us a broken promise? Not at all. He foretold what would be necessary and what 

would be His presence. In His going away, He would send the Holy Spirit to be His 

presence with each and every one of His disciples. Again, something of a mystery but 

it is to be our experience of God’s presence with and within us. 

 

“to the end of the age” 

The age has not ended. The Lord Jesus Christ will come again as He promised.  

We don’t know the time but, when He comes, He will usher in something special that 

is endless. Then, the expression “I am with you always” will become a new experience 

and we will be in His presence, face-to-face for eternity. 

 

 

Still with us 
 

But for today, Jesus, by the Spirit, is still with us. He is with us for a purpose and we 

are here for a purpose. 

 

What Jesus said and did over the course of three years became the responsibility of 

the Eleven plus others to carry on as their mission. 

 

In my lifetime, I have seen the unfortunate tendency of Christians to think that the 

Great Commission belongs only to missionaries and full-time Christian workers. 

 

Look at this group of eleven men chosen by Jesus. Not one of them was a religious 

professional or of a priestly class. They were fishermen counted by some as men 

without learning. One of the Eleven was a despised tax gatherer. There were a few 

men in the wider number of disciples who were well off (Joseph of Arimathea, 

Nicodemus and Luke) and probably better educated than the rest. But, by and large, 

they were ordinary folk and they were the ones to whom Jesus entrusted the most 

important mission ever. He didn’t choose them for their qualifications. He chose 

them for their character qualities. 

 

And in our going, the mission falls to us. 

Disciple the people, baptize those who believe, teach them what Jesus has taught us. 
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As I said over the past weeks, Christian life begins when a person is born again by the 

Holy Spirit of God. Christian ministry begins when we grab hold of the Great 

Commandment to love God with the fullness of who we are and practice love and 

care for others. Christian ministry comes to fruition when we disciple, baptize and 

teach. 

 

We might feel unqualified and even a bit afraid of carrying out such an important 

mission, but remember: 

 

God does not call the qualified. 

He qualifies the called. 

And we have been called. 

 


