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Call to Worship 
 

Psalm 33 

1 

Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! Praise befits the upright. 

2 

Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! 

3 

Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 

4 

For the word of the LORD is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness. 

5 

He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. 

6 

By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of his mouth all 

their host. 

7 

He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the deeps in storehouses. 

8 

Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 

9 

For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. 

10 

The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the 

peoples. 

11 

The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations. 

12 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen as his 

heritage! 

13 

The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man; 

14 

from where he sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth, 

15 

he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds. 

16 

The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 

17 

The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great might it cannot rescue. 

18 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his 

steadfast love, 

19 

that he may deliver their soul from death and keep them alive in famine. 

20 

Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 

21 

For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 

22 

Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you.
 

 

 

 



2 

 

Bret Maukonen, 2015 

“In the World” 

 

Last week’s attacks by Moslem Jihadists included the actions of a single gunman taking 

hostages in a kosher delicatessen. Four people were killed ranging in age from 21 to 64. 

The bodies of those slain were taken to Israel to be buried in Jerusalem. 

 

Security in a number of European countries has been increased in Jewish neighbourhoods, 

particularly around schools and synagogues. 

 

There has been growing anti-Semitism in France that has not been covered in the international 

news until recently. Apparently, “over the past 10 years, out of a population of around half a 

million, an average of 2,000 to 3,000 Jews have been emigrating to Israel from France each year. 

In 2014, the number spiked, and although the final numbers haven't been calculated, it's estimated 

somewhere around 7,000 Jews left for Israel (Mark Gollom, CBC News). The expectation is 

that as many as 10,000 Jews will leave France in 2015. 

I am pretty sure this will be a growing phenomena, as Jews from many European 

countries relocate to Israel. They call it aliyah. It is a biblical concept defined as  

“the act of going up” as in progressing towards Jerusalem. 

We have in our hymnals a song called “Marching to Zion.” In the chorus, we sing: 

We’re marching to Zion, Beautiful, beautiful Zion. 

We’re marching upward to Zion, The beautiful city of God. 

What we sing about as a spiritual journey, Jews in the world are making as an actual 

journey in their return to the Holy Land. 

As Christians, we have an interest in the nation of Israel and in the Jewish people. 

We may lose sight of the fact that our Lord Jesus was born a Jew and died with the 

banner over Him “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 

God’s plan for the Jews and for the Holy Land is still in process. As one source has 

written: This ongoing re-gathering to Israel is very much a fulfillment of biblical prophecy. God’s 

Word says He will gather His People from the four corners of the earth and bring them back to Israel   

In Isaiah 11v12 there is this promise: He will raise a signal for the nations and will assemble  

the banished of Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.  

God is fulfilling His promise right before our eyes. Watch for further developments. 
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Where are we in this book? 
 
Last Sunday, we handed out a sheet of paper with the text of Colossians 3 running 

from verse 5 to verse 17. Paul’s instructions to the people in Colossae and those same 

instructions to us deal with putting off certain attitudes and behaviours while putting 

on other appropriate attitudes and behaviours. My message dealt only with verses 5 to 

12 so there were 5 verses on that sheet that were untreated. 

 

Rather than continue with those today, I’ll leave them for our service on January 25. 

The reason I’m doing that is because those five verses have to do with life in the midst 

of Christian community—life in the church—and they are most appropriate for the 

Sunday when we will be gathering for our Annual General Meeting. 

 

Today, we’ll be looking at Paul’s teaching in Colossians that deals with relationships in 

the home and in the workplace setting. 

 

[Read Colossians 3v18-4v1] 

 

 

Scripture Passage 
 

(Colossians 3v18-4v1) 

 

18 

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 

19 

Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 

20 

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 

21 

Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 

22 

Slaves, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, 

as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 

23 

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 

24 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward.  

You are serving the Lord Christ. 

25 

For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no 

partiality. 

4V1 

Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in 

heaven. 
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The word of God 
 
There have been fast developing gender and family issues in our society as well as in 

the church. From our perspective, they may not seem fast developing but if we look  

at the thousands of years of Judeo-Christian influence, there have been, within a 

relatively short period of time, considerable changes in male and female roles, as well 

as family and other social relationships. We won’t be able to look into the range of 

these this morning.  

 

There are a couple of things that will affect how we receive and apply these words 

from the letter to the believers in Colossae. 

 

First, is the Bible the inspired word of God; a special revelation that has authority over 

our faith and practice—practice for life and for the life of the church? 

 

How you answer that question is critical in determining how you approach the Bible 

and how you apply it. 

 

Second, does Paul in his letters present the inspired word of God or are these just the 

writings of a man? That is, are his words and the words of other writers inspired and 

do they carry the authority of God’s voice to us? 

 

Third, which of Paul’s words reflect the cultural context in which he lived in his time 

and what parts of his writings are authoritative across time and cultures? 

 

I can briefly speak to this last point. A careful study of the culture in the places where 

the apostle Paul lived will give some insights about things that he wrote. Basically, the 

background study will provide us with a context. 

 

For example, Paul wrote words to slaves and masters. There were a great number of 

slaves in the Roman Empire in Paul’s time. One writer says that “Slavery was the 

bedrock of the Roman and World economy. Some estimate that the slave population  

in the 1st century constituted approximately one third of the total population.”  

 

                                                                                              (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_views_on_slavery) 
 

When Paul wrote to slaves and masters, he was acknowledging that they were in the 

church just as they were in society-at-large. In our society, we don’t see slavery as it 

was in Roman times but there are words in this passage that might hold—I believe do 

hold—some biblical principles for our instruction. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_views_on_slavery
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Paul also wrote to wives and husbands, to children and parents. These, obviously, are 

gender and family situations that have existed from the beginning of human history. 

But you might wonder whether Paul’s instructions to these people still apply today in 

our culture. After all, times have changed. Some may say that we live in a modern and 

more enlightened society. In some quarters, a debate goes on about the relevance of 

what Paul wrote to men and women, families and households. 

 

If we consider Paul’s writings to be part of the word of God, how do they line up with 

other teaching in the Bible, particularly teaching from the Old Testament? If Paul’s 

teaching reinforces earlier teaching, then we should see these as revelations from God 

providing biblical principles and patterns for living regardless of time and place. 

 

We have to come back to Paul’s words to Timothy: 

 

14

 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing 

from whom you learned it 

15

 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are 

able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

16

 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, 

17

 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 

Paul was pointing back to what we call the Old Testament—the only sacred writings 

that they had at that time; the sacred writings to which our Lord Jesus referred. 

Eventually, the gospel accounts and writings of Luke, Paul, Peter and others would be 

added.  

 

In those Old Testament writings, we find the foundation for what the New Testament 

writers delivered as the word of God. Even in the first four chapters of the first book of 

the Bible—Genesis chapters 1 to 4—we read about the foundation for the covenant of 

marriage, for female and male relationships, for the family and for work and rest.  

Reading through the Older Testament, you would see how God’s word provides a 

foundation for what Paul writes here in Colossians about relationships. 

 

Times, cultures and standards change but God does not. In His character, He is what 

we call “immutable” (def’n = Not subject or susceptible to change or variation in form 

or quality or nature). 

 

So, here are the questions and decisions that we face each and every day. 

  

–  Is the Bible the inspired word of God? 

–  Is what He says in it to be applied to my life? 

–  Then, will I seek to live by it today? 
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Since the 1600s, a Baptist position has been that the Bible is the word of God and our 

guide for faith and conduct in life. 

 

Then, these nine verses from God’s word can guide us in our relationships in 

marriage, family and work. 

 

 

Pairing off 
 

Here, Paul pairs off people. It seems like he is drawing the battle lines: Wives and 

husbands; children and parents; slaves and masters. This might look like opposing 

forces. It depends on our attitude.  

 

Paul is actually writing to people in the Christian community—people who share a 

common faith in Jesus as Saviour and Lord; people who share times together in 

worship and in service as the preceding verses describe. 

 

So, perhaps we need to shift our view and see these pairs as ones of mutuality in 

relationships:  –  Christian wives and husbands caring for one another. 

 –  Children and parents caring for one another. 

 –  Slaves and masters caring for one another. 

 

Caring for one another in ways that are designed by God. Sin has spoiled the perfect 

balance that God had designed so, now, we live in an imperfect world. Until all things 

are finally restored, we are being directed by God’s word to have attitudes and to 

behave in ways that might bring harmony to our relationships. 

 

Consider what we have today. We have more social agencies, more funding for 

programs, more protections, more opportunities, more of everything it seems but,  

I will add here, less of church life. 

 

And what do we see? 

 

I think there is an increase in divorce, more single-parent families, more foster 

children, more contention between men and women, more child offenders, less job 

security, continuing tensions between workers and management. I don’t want to paint 

a glum picture but I do want to build a case for a return to God’s pattern for life here in 

the Maker’s Manual—the Holy Scriptures. 

 

Let’s take a closer look at the verses that speak about God’s pattern for wife and 

husband relationships. 
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Contrasting 

 

What if I were to say to you that you are hated and disrespected? For me, that would 

hurt. OK, let’s say that you are loved and respected. Doesn’t that make you feel better? 

 

Being loved and respected fosters well-being and good relationships. What Scripture 

indicates is that women, in particular, flourish when they know that they are loved by 

their husbands.  

 

Paul says, clearly, three times in Ephesians 5, that husbands are to love their wives.  

 

25

 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 

 

28

 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. 

 

33

 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she 

respects her husband.  

 

We men can have a significant “blind spot” when it comes to showing love to our 

wives. We’re wired differently and do not always have the same sensitivities that 

women do. I couldn’t begin to provide a comprehensive list of what love looks like  

or what acting in love does. In most general terms, love protects and cares for and 

looks out for the best interests of the other person. It is active for the other person. It 

puts the other person first. 

 

Then there is the mutuality of the relationship.  

 

Husbands function best when they are respected by their wives. Here in Colossians, 

Paul writes: 

 

3v18 

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 

 

We could look at submitting as being a type of subjugation but that doesn’t fit the 

biblical image. Years ago, Lynne and I heard this description and it has served us well. 

Submitting to a husband is like a woman coming under the protection of an umbrella. 

My role, as a husband, in addition to loving her, is to provide a protective covering. 

When Lynne operates under that, it is her act of submitting. She would tell you from 

experience, when she moves out from under that “umbrella,” she typically experiences 

discomfort and uneasiness. 
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In Ephesians, Paul describes husband and wife relationships by using the analogy of 

Christ and the church.  

 

5v23 

For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church 

 

5v25 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 

 

Christian husbands are called to a high calling. I know from personal experience a 

sense of rebuke for the times that I have failed to love Lynne as Christ has loved His 

bride, the Church. 

 

 

Children and parents 
 

Let’s move on to look at the relationship between children and parents. Remember, 

again, Paul is writing to people whose lives are “hidden in Christ” (Colossians 3v3). 

 

Probably there hasn’t been a generation of children who didn’t imagine that they 

knew better than their parents. It’s part of growing through adolescence. But Paul 

places a responsibility on children to heed, respect and obey their parents. This is 

actually a reflection of one of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20): 

 

12

 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the 

LORD your God is giving you. 

 

And the Wisdom of Solomon in Proverbs gives us this: 

 

1v8

 Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake not your mother’s teaching, 

1v9

 for they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your neck. 

 

The Old Testament provides a lot about proper, respectful attitudes of children 

towards parents. 

 

Here in Colossians, Paul tells us about the mutuality in the relationship. It is the 

responsibility of the parent not to provoke, frustrate or discourage children. God’s 

pattern is for children and parents to show proper regard and care for one another.  

 

Then, we look at the third, paired set of relationships—slaves and masters. 
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Workplace 
 

I called this “Home and office relationships” but it obviously goes beyond an office.  

It can be about any workplace setting. We might not like to see our bosses and 

supervisors as our “masters” but we are hired to work under their direction. 

 

You know that Lynne and I are bi-vocational pastors. That means that we earn income 

from other activities and, in our case, we are self-employed. Over the years, I’ve heard 

people say that they want to start their own business because they want to be their 

own boss and don’t want to have a boss over them. Well, here’s the news, even when 

you are self-employed, you have a boss of sorts. Every client is a “boss” and if you 

don’t perform well enough, each one of them can fire you. 

 

In Roman times, slaves would be bound to a master and to the household but that 

didn’t necessarily mean unkind treatment. Quite possibly, in workplaces today, there 

is bullying, intimidation and more abusive treatment than some slaves experienced. 

 

Paul makes the point to both the Christian slaves and the Christian masters that they 

have an ultimate Master in the person of God. 

 

So Paul’s instruction for household slaves is to work heartily as they are serving the 

Lord. His instructions for masters is to treat their workers justly and fairly because 

some day, they will be judged for the way that they treated those under them. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

There is a lot more that could be said about home and office relationships. There are, 

literally, hundreds of books written by Christians about marriage relationships and 

parenting and for youth about growing up and respecting their parents. There are also 

a good number of books for Christians in the workplace. 

 

For years to come, there will continue to be discussions about our roles and 

relationships as Christians.  

 

I would conclude with the same guiding questions that were shared at the outset. 

These are decisions that we face each and every day. 

  

–  Do I believe the Bible is the inspired word of God? 

–  Is what God says in it to be applied to my life? 

–  Today, will I seek to live by His guidance for me? 

 

It is important to keep in view the One Whom we are called to serve—the One Whom 

we are ultimately called to please. 
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The following three pages have three passages (two by the Apostle Paul,  

one by the Apostle Peter) on wife and husband relationships. 

 

 

Colossians 3v18-4v1(ESV)
 

 

18 

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is 

fitting in the Lord. 

 

  

19 

Husbands, love your wives, and do 

not be harsh with them. 

 

20 

Children, obey your parents in 

everything, for this pleases the Lord. 

 

 21 

Fathers, do not provoke your children, 

lest they become discouraged. 

 

22 

Slaves, obey in everything those who 

are your earthly masters, not by way 

of eye-service, as people-pleasers, 

but with sincerity of heart, fearing 

the Lord. 

 

 1 

Masters, treat your slaves justly and 

fairly, knowing that you also have a 

Master in heaven. 

 

 

23 

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 

24 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are 

serving the Lord Christ. 

25 

For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no 

partiality. 
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Ephesians 5 (ESV)
 

 

22 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, 

as to the Lord. 

 

23 

For the husband is the head of the wife 

even as Christ is the head of the 

church, his body, and is himself its 

Saviour. 

 

24 

Now as the church submits to Christ, 

so also wives should submit in 

everything to their husbands. 

 

33 

However, let each one of you love his 

wife as himself, and let the wife see 

that she respects her husband. 

 

 

  

25 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ 

loved the church and gave himself 

up for her, 

26 

that he might sanctify her, having 

cleansed her by the washing of 

water with the word, 

27 

so that he might present the church to 

himself in splendour, without spot 

or wrinkle or any such thing, that 

she might be holy and without 

blemish. 

 

28 

In the same way husbands should love 

their wives as their own bodies. He 

who loves his wife loves himself. 

 

29 

For no one ever hated his own flesh, 

but nourishes and cherishes it, just 

as Christ does the church, 

30 

because we are members of his body. 

 

31 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father 

and mother and hold fast to his 

wife, and the two shall become  

one flesh.” 

32 

This mystery is profound, and I am 

saying that it refers to Christ and the 

church. 

33 

However, let each one of you love his 

wife as himself, and let the wife see 

that she respects her husband. 
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1 Peter 3 (ESV)
 

 

1 

Likewise, wives, be subject to your 

own husbands, so that even if some 

do not obey the word, they may be 

won without a word by the conduct 

of their wives, 

2 

when they see your respectful and 

pure conduct. 

 

3 

Do not let your adorning be external---

the braiding of hair and the putting 

on of gold jewelry, or the clothing 

you wear--- 

4 

but let your adorning be the hidden 

person of the heart with the 

imperishable beauty of a gentle and 

quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is 

very precious. 

 

5 

For this is how the holy women who 

hoped in God used to adorn 

themselves, by submitting to their 

own husbands, 

6 

as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him 

lord. And you are her children, if 

you do good and do not fear 

anything that is frightening. 

 

  

7 

Likewise, husbands, live with your 

 wives in an understanding way, 

 showing honor to the woman as 

 the weaker vessel, since they are 

 heirs with you of the grace of life, 

 so that your prayers may not be 

 hindered.
 

 

 

 

 


