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Call to Worship 
 
Isaiah 44v1-11, 21-24 
 

1 

“But now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have chosen! 

2 

Thus says the LORD who made you, who formed you from the womb and will help you: 

Fear not, O Jacob my servant, Jeshurun whom I have chosen. 

3 

For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my 

Spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants. 

4 

They shall spring up among the grass like willows by flowing streams. 

5 

This one will say, ‘I am the LORD’s,’ another will call on the name of Jacob, and another 

will write on his hand, ‘The LORD’s,’ and name himself by the name of Israel.” 

6 

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the 

first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 

7 

Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and set it before me, since I 

appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 

8 

Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are my 

witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

9 

All who fashion idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit. Their 

witnesses neither see nor know, that they may be put to shame. 

10 

Who fashions a god or casts an idol that is profitable for nothing? 

11 

Behold, all his companions shall be put to shame, and the craftsmen are only human. Let 

them all assemble, let them stand forth. They shall be terrified; they shall be put to shame 

together. 

21 

Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant; I formed you; you 

are my servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. 

22 

I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist; return to me, 

for I have redeemed you. 

23 

Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it; shout, O depths of the earth; break forth into 

singing, O mountains, O forest, and every tree in it! For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, 

and will be glorified in Israel. 

24 

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed you from the womb: “I am the LORD, 

who made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by 

myself . . . 
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In the World  
 
You may have missed hearing about this event during the past week. It was on the 

same day as the total solar eclipse seen in Europe and that was also on the first day of 

Spring. Those events may have overshadowed this one. 

 

Friday was “World Happiness Day.” Yes, March 20 of each year is, by proclamation of 

the United Nations, “World Happiness Day.” It was so designated in 2012. 

 

There is also a “World Happiness Report” that ranks nations on a scale based on 

studies of standard features. Apparently, Paraguay is the happiest nation on earth. 

 

The UN has released reports about happiness and connected it with economic 

development and progress. 

 

If only happiness was related to finances and the economy, the most prosperous 

people and the most prosperous nations would be the happiest people in the world. 

What do you think? 

 

In today’s message, we’ll look at a situation that would rob most people of happiness. 

But then, we should consider whether happiness is to be our chief goal in life. 

 

One of the concerns that I would have for my life is that it might ever reflect a “joyless” 

faith. Would I become a “joyless Christian?” Happiness fluctuates with circumstances. 

Joy and contentment are to be our “constants” as we follow our Lord. 

 

Our banner in the opening slide had these words:  

 

“Rejoice and be glad”—joy and gladness because of the Lord. 

 

So, if you missed “World Happiness Day” this week, don’t worry. You’ve got 365 days 

this year to experience and express your own “joy in the Lord.” 

 

By the way, 2 years ago, Denmark was named the world’s happiest nation. So, there is 

proof that happiness fluctuates with time and circumstances. 
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Redeeming something 

 

I admit it, I clip coupons. I generally scan the newspapers and advertisements and 

share anything noteworthy with Lynne. I scan the flyers for food and home product 

sales and, inevitably, there are money-saving coupons. 

 

We don’t always use them but they are kept in the car’s glove box . . . just in case.  

A problem with coupons is that if you don’t use them before the expiry date, all the 

effort in clipping and sorting and storing them is wasted. 

 

The best ones are the offers to refund the whole price of an item if you mail in the 

product code with the information coupon. Still, you have to pay for postage. Those 

offers also have expiry dates and sometimes they’re limited to one per household. 

 

You know what it says on some coupons and also the way we talk about them . . .  

a coupon must be redeemed. 

 

What do we mean, today, by “redeemed” and “redemption”?       

 

To redeem = to turn in (vouchers or coupons) and receive something in exchange 

 to pay off (loans or promissory notes) 

 to restore the honour or worth of 

 

Redemption = repayment of the principal amount of a debt or security 

 the act of purchasing back something previously sold 

 

These are not theological definitions. They’re just the everyday meaning of those two 

terms “redeem” and “redemption.”       

 
The story of Job 
 

Many people of our generation would be familiar with the expression, “having the patience  

of Job.” If you search for a definition on the Internet, you might find one like this, 

“the ability to remain patient and to do what you think you should do despite having 

many problems.” 

 

I think, though, a younger generation is not as familiar with the story of Job and so,  

the value of that expression, “having the patience of Job,” will be lost to them.   

 

The reason that I mention Job is because this word “redeemer” appears in his account. 

 

 

 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/british/ability_1
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/british/remain
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/british/patient
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/british/think
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/british/despite
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/british/problem


4 

 

Bret Maukonen, 2015 

In another Old Testament book—the book of Ruth—”redeemer” is used 8 times to 

speak of one called a “kinsman redeemer.” That meant a relative who would be 

responsible for bringing the widow, Ruth, into his home to care for her. Eventually, 

that person in Ruth’s life was a man by the name of Boaz and they married and 

through them continued the birth line of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1v5). 

 

“Redeemer” is also mention in the book of the prophet Isaiah 13 times. In this case, it 

refers to God as the Redeemer of the nation of Israel. We read one of those passages in 

our Call to Worship.  

 

22 

I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist; return to me, 

for I have redeemed you. 

23 

Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it; shout, O depths of the earth; break forth into 

singing, O mountains, O forest, and every tree in it! For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, 

and will be glorified in Israel. 

24 

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed you from the womb: “I am the LORD, 

who made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by 

myself . . . 

 

Now, in the book of Job, the word “redeemer” appears only once. So why focus on this 

one occurrence when it is seen many more times in a couple of other Old Testament 

books? 

 

Before I tell you why, let’s take a quick look at the account of Job. 

 

In the opening verse we read that Job “was blameless and upright, one who feared God 

and turned away from evil.” 

 

Satan, the enemy of God, comes before Him and God commends Job. In verse 8, 

we read: 

And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like 

him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” 

 

Then we read this response (v9-11): 

 

Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? 

Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side?  

You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 

But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” 

 

With this, God allows Satan to touch Job’s possessions and family but not to touch Job 

directly. 

 

As an outcome Satan removes all of Job’s possessions as well as all of his children. 
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What was Job’s response? We read: 

 

Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and 

worshiped. And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. 

The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” 

In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. 

 

 

In chapter 2, the dialogue between God and Satan has a similar tone (2v3-6).  

 

And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like 

him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? 

He still holds fast his integrity, although you incited me against him to destroy him without 

reason.” 

Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for 

his life. But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to 

your face.” 

And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.” 

 

Satan took advantage of this and he “struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his 

foot to the crown of his head.” 

 

Can you imagine? Recently, on television, there have been commercials about the 

physical condition of shingles and one shows an older man in great pain with a bad 

rash and discolouration around his side. What Job must have been experiencing would 

probably be even worse. From bottom to top, he was covered with sores. 

 

We continue reading (2v8): And he took a piece of broken pottery with which to scrape 

himself while he sat in the ashes. 

 

And here we come to an interesting voice. Remember that Satan had caused the death 

of all of Job’s children—ten in all but he had spared Job’s wife. So now we hear from 

her (2v9). 

 

Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.” 

 

“Curse God and die”—a nice sentiment coming from a wife. I think that this woman 

was Satan’s “ace in the hole.” This was what Satan hoped would push Job over the 

edge. “Curse God and die.” 

 

Well, Job did not curse God. He suffered but he remained steadfast in his faith. While 

we may refer to “having the patience of Job,” I think that steadfastness is a better term to 

apply to what we see in his faith. 
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As the account unfolds, three friends circle him and offer their observations and 

advice. For over twenty of the next chapters of this book, there are a lot of words 

spoken by these three men and Job. They talk about his condition, about suffering, 

about God and about life. With their words, they are trying to explain what has caused 

all this trouble in Job’s life. 

 

You know, when people are experiencing difficulties, it is often the better thing to be a 

good listener than a good talker. We cannot easily explain why bad things happen to 

good people. The book of Job, if it teaches us nothing else, shows that there is a 

spiritual dimension involving the goodness of God and the evil, maleficence of Satan. 

It is a dimension that is behind events in this world and events affecting our lives. 

 

Well, there is more to the account of Job and I love how the last eight chapters unfold. 

Perhaps we’ll have an opportunity to revisit it together sometime.  

 

James writes in his New Testament letter: 

 

As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name 

of the Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of 

the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 

compassionate and merciful. (James 5v10-11) 

 

Now, all that I’ve told you is to set the context and remind you of the great losses and 

suffering that Job experienced. Even while those three men dispense their wisdom 

thinking that what they are doing is going to be of comfort to Job, he grows in 

frustration. Yet in the midst of their conversation and while Job sits there probably 

suffering great physical pain, he comes out with a powerful statement. It is one that  

we read earlier (Job 19v23-27). 

 

“Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 

Oh that with an iron pen and lead they were engraved in the rock forever! 

For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 

And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, 

whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.  

My heart faints within me! 

 

 

I know that my Redeemer lives 
 

Keep in mind that Job is probably one of the oldest books in the Old Testament. 

If we were to consider it a most primitive account, we still hear Job expressing a 

resurrection faith. That makes his words all the more striking. Job knows, by an 

illuminating work of God’s Spirit, that he has someone who will eventually redeem  

his life out of all these dismal circumstances.  
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He knows that even when his physical body has been destroyed, he will yet have  

a body in which he will see God. That is why you and I can confidently call his a 

“resurrection faith.” 

 

Keep in mind, too, the Bible says that no one has seen God at any time except Jesus 

(John 1v18). Job is saying to me that he will be resurrected to actually see Jesus take  

His stand upon the earth in His Second Coming. 

 

Now, the great question is, “Do you have a resurrection faith?” 

Can you, with confidence say, “I know that my Redeemer lives?” 

 

The composer, Handel, when he wrote his great oratorio, “Messiah,”—you know, the 

one that has that wonderful exaltation in the “Hallelujah” chorus—when Handel took 

words from the Bible about Jesus, he took this passage from the Old Testament book of 

Job. Appropriately, Handel wrote a solo part—I know that my Redeemer lives. 

 

We’ve been working in a series on the names of God. This is one term of reference—

”God, our Redeemer.” 

 

As the Bible is the inspired word of God, Job’s words record something that he 

believed to be true—something that God would make happen for him. 

 

 

New Testament “redemption” 
 

Yet, as we move to the New Testament, the word “Redeemer” is not used as a name  

of God or as a title for God. What we do see in the New Testament are the terms 

“redemption” and “redeemed.” These are important themes as we approach the coming 

events of Good Friday and Easter. 

 

These are connected with the work of Jesus Christ on our behalf. These so describe 

Him that He is indisputably presented as the Redeemer of those who believe. 

 

For the first readers and hearers of the Apostle’s words, mention of redemption 

conjured up particular images and sounds. Try to imagine yourself in an open-air 

market where people are bidding on livestock. Now change that image of four-legged 

livestock to two-legged human slaves.  

 

In ancient times, the place could be a slave market or it could be a pool of captives 

gained by the victor in a military campaign. Either way, a person was in bondage and 

could only be released on the payment of a price. The process was called redemption 

and the price paid was the ransom. 
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Now, picture yourself in that slave market. Some have spoken of it as being in the 

“slave market of sin.” You cannot release yourself. You need someone to pay the full 

price to buy your release. 

 

Here is how one source describes it for us: 

The process by which sinful humans are “bought back” from the bondage of sin into 

relationship with God through grace by the “payment” of Jesus’ death. Redemption is one  

of the pictures or metaphors that the New Testament uses to give insight into God’s gracious 

saving work in Jesus. (Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms) 

 

Listen to what the apostle Paul writes: 

 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us (Galatians 

3v13a) 

 

Romans 3v23-24 

 . . . for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus . . . 

 

Ephesians 1v7 

In Him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace . . . 

  

(Titus 2v11-14) 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 

present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 

purify for Himself a people for His own possession who are zealous for good works. 

 

You see, Jesus is both the redeemer and the “ransom.” He purchased your freedom 

through His own sacrifice and blood. 

 

 

Coupons do not provide enough 

 

As I look at these coupons, I see they have an expiry date. That also applies to our offer 

of redemption under God’s plan. When this natural life ends so does the offer of 

eternal redemption. Everyone should know that now is the time to accept Jesus Christ 

as redeemer. 

 

More than once I have pulled a coupon out of this folder thinking that I might see a 

little savings only to realize that it is too late. I have even been at the checkout without 

my reading glasses and the cashier has said, “Sorry, this offer has expired.” 
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Then, the other thing about these coupons is that all of them only offer a few cents or  

a few dollars off the price of the item. I still have to dig into my wallet to make the 

purchase and, generally, pay out more than the value of the coupon. 

 

Here’s the thing about the sacrifice of Jesus — for you, the cost of your sin has been  

“Paid in Full.” 

 

You and I do not have the resources to pay the price that would have satisfied God’s 

just requirement. That is why He sent His Son into the world to become the “ransom 

price” for each one of us. 

 

It is so sad to think that a person might continue to stand on the auctioning block in 

that slave market not accepting that Jesus has paid the price in full. And all that is 

needed is to receive Him as the new Master and step towards Him into the freedom 

that He alone can provide. 

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith.  (Ephesians 2v8a) 
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Redeemer 
“Redeemer” translates a Hebrew word that is used in three ways. It is a word that is also 

translated “kinsman” (a near relative). A kinsman was responsible to “redeem” family property 

or a kin from slavery.1 It was also the kinsman’s duty to be the “avenger of blood” when a kin 

was murdered.2 The Greek word lytroō was used to translate the verb “to redeem.”Lytroō is a 

term rooted in slavery. It was the price required to buy freedom for a slave.3 

 

My Redeemer (Go’eli) in the Hebrew text of Job 19:25 

Redeemer in Hebrew: 
Go’el 

Strong’s Concordance number: 1350 

Bible references: Job 19:25; Pss. 19:14; 78:35; Prov. 23:11 (Defender in NIV, Advocate in Msg); 

Isa. 41:14; 43:14; 44:6, 24; 47:4; 48:17; 49:26; 54:5, 8; 59:20; 60:16; Jer. 50:34. 

The words of Job have been immortalized in Handel’s Messiah: 

For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.  

(Job 19:25 KJV) 

Similar names for God are: Our Redeemer from of old, Redeemer of Israel, and Deliverer. Six 

times the name “Redeemer” is linked to the Holy One of Israel (Isa. 41:14; 43:14; 47:4; 48:17; 

49:7; 54:5). 

 

http://namesforgod.net/redeemer/#footnote_0_2475
http://namesforgod.net/redeemer/#footnote_1_2475
http://namesforgod.net/redeemer/#footnote_2_2475
http://namesforgod.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/My-Redeemer-Go%E2%80%99eli.jpg

