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Call to Worship 
 

Psalm 97 

 
1 

The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad! 

2 

Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; righteousness and justice are the 

foundation of his throne. 

3 

Fire goes before him and burns up his adversaries all around. 

4 

His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 

5 

The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth. 

6 

The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory. 

7 

All worshipers of images are put to shame, who make their boast in worthless idols; 

worship him, all you gods! 

8 

Zion hears and is glad, and the daughters of Judah rejoice, because of your judgments,  

O LORD. 

9 

For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods. 

10 

O you who love the LORD, hate evil! He preserves the lives of his saints; he delivers 

them from the hand of the wicked. 

11 

Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. 

12 

Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy name! 
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“In the World” 

 

There are some really big stories in the news but there is one that I nearly missed that 

has a regional connection. I picked up the story about “Toronto Jane” from a report by 

an American Christian. This “In the World” is like a “tale of Two Women.” 

 

 

“Toronto Jane” is a woman from Canada who joined ISIS last December. The banner of  
her Twitter feed is an image of a severed head.  She has been traveling across the region 
controlled by the world’s largest terrorist army, lauding its beheadings and other acts of 
violence. 
 

The ISIS sympathizer’s road to jihad—from Canada to Syria to Iraq—was tracked one 
Tweet at a time. By failing to turn off her cellphone’s locator, she also highlighted a 
disturbing trend: Canadian women are increasingly involved in supporting ISIS.  
 
The U.S. State Department believes that around 12,000 foreign fighters like “Toronto  
Jane” have traveled to Syria to join terror groups, including ISIS. Estimates of the number 
of Americans fighting alongside Syrian-based jihadists ranges from several dozen to 100.  
As ISIS continues to expand, such foreign soldiers are its future.  

 

(Sources: Denison Forum and CTV News Service)  
 

 

In that part of the world, militant and extremist Muslims are taking hostages. That 

relates somewhat to the Bible account that we will read today from Genesis 14. There 

is an evil that is attracting young men and women to participate in horrendous deeds. 

 

 

 

Contrast this with the story about another woman; an American. 

http://www.denisonforum.org/component/search/?searchword=Islamic%20State&ordering=newest&searchphrase=exact&limit=50
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The United States confirmed on Tuesday that 26-year-old American aid worker Kayla 
Mueller has been killed at the hands of terror group ISIS. President Barack Obama said 
that Mueller represented what is “best about America,” while her family revealed that 
she drew comfort from her “deep Christian faith” while in captivity. [Her family made 
this statement: “Our hearts are breaking for our only daughter, but we will continue on in 
peace, dignity, and love for her.”  
 

The aid worker had been held hostage by ISIS since August 2013.  Supporters of ISIS said 
last week that Mueller had been killed during a Jordanian air strike, and though the U.S. 
confirmed the news, it could not determine the cause of her death. 
 

Mueller was reportedly taken by militants in Syria while working at a hospital run by 
humanitarian group Médecins Sans Frontières [Doctors Without Borders]. In a letter to 
her family written sometime in the spring of 2014, she asked them not to worry and 
claimed that she was being treated with respect and was unharmed. 
 

She said that her deep Christian faith gave her comfort during her captivity: 
“I remember mom always telling me that all in all in the end the only one you really have  
is God. I have come to a place in experience where, in every sense of the word, I have 
surrendered myself to our creator b/c literally there was no else ... + by God + by your 
prayers I have felt tenderly cradled in freefall.” 

 

The aid worker had travelled to Syria to help provide aid to refugees and those suffering  
in the ongoing civil war. Before that she also worked for humanitarian initiatives in India, 
Israel and the Palestinian territories. 

 

Mueller said in a 2013 interview with the Prescott Daily Courier, a newspaper from her 
hometown of Prescott, Arizona: “I find God in the suffering eyes reflected in mine, if this 
is how you are revealed to me, this is how I will forever seek you.” 
 

Source — http://www.christianpost.com/news/american-aid-worker-kayla-mueller-killed-at-hands-of-isis-surrendered-to-god-
during-captivity-drew-comfort-from-deep-christian-faith-133898/ 

 

 

 

 

3 John 1v11 

 

Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate 

good. Whoever does good is from God; 

whoever does evil has not seen God. 

 

1 Peter 4v19  

 

Therefore let those who suffer according 

to God's will entrust their souls to a 

faithful Creator while doing good. 
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El Elyon –wewylc  la   

 

Growing up as school children, we would learn about people living in far parts of the 

earth. There were half-jokes about digging a hole so deep that we would end up in 

China. And there were reminders that children in Australia spend Christmas on the 

beach. These types of images gave me the impression that I was living life right side up 

and some people in the world were living upside down. After all, here we stand 

perfectly upright so, if they’re on the other side of the globe, then they must be . . . . . 

Oh well, gravity is an amazing thing. No matter where you live on earth, it feels right 

side up and we don’t go shooting off into space. After all, measured at the equator, the 

rotational speed of planet Earth is over 1000 miles per hour. 

 

Here in the northern hemisphere, we like to think of north as being “up.” But in a 

universe of stars and galaxies, what is truly “up”? 

 

When the ancients made idols of wood and stone and precious metals, they brought 

their concept of a god—or the gods—down to earth as something tangible, something 

to be seen and touched. I think that it would bring a type of comfort to most people 

who need to have a “handle” on a “god” as something that is manageable. 

 

Today, as Christians, we have to be careful that we don’t get glib about our under-

standing of God. God has made Himself known to us. With the birth and life of Jesus, 

He has come to dwell in our midst and walk among us. But, we will never have all the 

answers about God simply because He is over all of His creation and beyond the scope 

of our understanding. That alone should cause us to live and worship in humility and 

reverence. 

 

Last week, we looked at the standard name of God in the Bible as He is introduced in 

the creation account. He is called “Elohim.” We simply say “God.” Some references call 

this the “common name of God.” There is nothing “common” about God, so I like to 

use the expression “standard name of God.” 

 

 

Background to Genesis 14 
 

As we come to a story in Genesis 14, we hear another way that God is identified but 

first, the background to this passage. 

 

A family is somehow called by God to leave their home country. We identify that area 

today as Iraq. On that journey, the father dies as does one of his sons. The other son, a 

man by the name of Abram, continues on a sweeping trek from east to west and then 

south. Along with him in the journey is his nephew, Lot, and some other people. 
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When they settle, Abram gives his nephew the first choice of what area he wants for 

his grazing cattle. Lot chooses what looks to be the best land and so, Abram takes the 

alternate area of land. 

 

As things develop, Lot’s choice and his subsequent choices wouldn’t be so good. 

 

At the beginning of Genesis chapter 14, there is the account of warring kings—four 

against five. This is the first recorded war in the Bible. 

 

Lot and his family are living in the territory of the king who loses the battle and flees. 

That is king Bera of Sodom. The victorious king, Chedorlaomer, and his allies sweep 

up the people to become their slaves and among the captured is Lot. We read: 

 

12 

So the enemy took all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, 

and went their way. 
12

They also took Lot, the son of Abram’s brother, who was dwelling in 

Sodom, and his possessions, and went their way. 

 

Abram’s family loyalty won’t stand for this. He is determined to free his brother’s son. 

 

Abram led 318 of his trained and trusted men and went after those who had taken Lot 

captive. They made a surprise attack and set the enemy on the run. We don’t know 

how many soldiers they faced but Scripture says that they “defeated them and pursued 

them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 

 

With that, Abram’s nephew Lot was freed and could return to his home. Again, 

looking at Genesis 14v16, it reads: Then he brought back all the possessions, and  

also brought back his kinsman Lot with his possessions, and the women and the people. 

 

And so, we come to today’s passage—Genesis 14v17 to 15v1 

 

17 

After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the 

king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 

18 

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most 

High.) 

19 

And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor of heaven 

and earth; 

20 

and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” And 

Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

21 

And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, but take the goods for 

yourself.” 

22 

But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my hand to the LORD, God Most 

High, Possessor of heaven and earth, 

23 

that I would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you should 

say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 
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24 

I will take nothing but what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who 

went with me. Let Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.” 

 

15v1

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I 

am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 

 

Good news possibly preceded Abram’s return to the region because two kings make 

their way out to meet him. And they assemble—it seems appropriately—in a valley 

called the King’s Valley. The meeting place is two miles south of what would become 

the city of Jerusalem. 

 

Now, we have something of a mystery character here. We are introduced to King 

Melchizedek and he is identified as the king of Salem—Salem > Jerusalem. You see 

the connection. 

 

Melchizedek was both a king and a priest. In those days, it was not unusual for the 

leader of a city-state to be both a military and government leader as well as a religious 

leader. But these designations and other descriptions about Melchizedek make him a 

very interesting character. And among Bible scholars, there has been a lot of 

speculation about who was this Melchizedek. 

 

There was, as yet, no known city of Jerusalem. There was no Jewish nation; no Jewish 

priesthood. That comes much later. Abram is just a head of a small household of 

people who have come to this place from an area called Ur of the Chaldees. Abram 

doesn’t even have any children so there are no prospects for his tribe to grow.   

 

Returning from this rescue mission, he is greeted by a king whose name means “My 

king is righteous.” Please keep that in mind. As a priest, he is identified as a priest of 

God Most High, El Elyon. That is the name of God that we are focusing on today. 

 

What does Melchizedek do? He brings out two elements—bread and wine—and then 

he blesses Abram. This is what might be expected of a priest at that time. But twice in 

that blessing, Melchizedek references it as coming from God Most High. Four times in 

these nine verses, the expression El Elyon—God Most High—is used. 

 

What does Abram do? He gives Melchizedek a tithe or a tenth of what he had. Isn’t 

that such a familiar pattern for a worshipper—to give a tithe back to God? 

 

Do you see the elements that are so familiar to us as Christians? First, our act of 

worship in giving back to God a portion of what He has given into our lives. And, 

second, the bread and wine that Jesus offered to His twelve disciples as an ordinance 

by which we are to remember His sacrifice. 
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In the New Testament, in Hebrews 7, our Lord Jesus is described as “a priest after the 

order of Melchizedek.” We’ve printed some of those verses on this morning’s handout.  

 

Once in this passage Melchizedek is identified as a priest of “El Elyon.”  

Twice in this passage God’s name, “El Elyon,” is spoken by Melchizedek. 

Once in this passage “El Elyon” is spoken by Abram. 

 

That name acknowledges the supremacy of God. He is exalted beyond everything else. 

 

It is such a pleasant exchange where both Abram and Melchizedek join under the 

name of “El Elyon.” 

 

 

The other king 
 

Now, let’s look at the second king, Bera of Sodom. You might already have an opinion 

about him because of your familiarity with the account of Sodom and Gomorrah and 

with off-putting terms like “sodomy.” Bera’s name actually means “in evil.” That adds a 

bit more to the image that you might have of him. 

 

Here, in this passage, we have two kings: Melchizedek—“My king is righteous” and 

Bera—“in evil.” What a contrast! 

 

Now Bera makes Abram an offer: “Give me the persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 

 

Let’s be honest. Abram is offered bread, wine and a blessing versus all those captured 

possessions. Wouldn’t most people see Bera’s offer as more substantial and enticing? 

 

I don’t know if Abram hesitated for a second but his response is clear and decisive.  

He shows his alignment in life by saying: “I have lifted my hand to the LORD, God Most 

High, Possessor of heaven and earth . . .” 

 

Isn’t it great to worship? Abram lifts his hand in an act of worship and as an oath. 

We were once in a Baptist church where the rule was that you shouldn’t raise your 

hands in worship. You know that we are, in fact, told it is proper to raise our hands in 

worship (as examples Psalm 63v4, Psalm 134, Lamentations 3v41, 1 Timothy 2v8). 

 

Abram echoes the name and description of God that Melchizedek had called upon in 

his blessing: El Elyon—God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth. 

 

“Possessor” can also mean “Creator.” Abram is giving recognition to the One who 

created everything. He understands that it was God who gave him the victory and also 

the spoils. 
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Bera, king of Sodom, had actually fled the battle against the four kings. That is why he 

lost the people and the possessions. They were not his to give to Abram. 

 

Abram rebuffs him—”I won’t receive anything from you. You’ll go around boasting that it 

was you who prospered me.” 

 

 

Application 
 

There are some principles in this passage for us as Christians.  

 

First, Lot put himself and his family in jeopardy by choosing what looked good to the 

eyes. In Genesis 13 (v11-13), we read: 

 

So Lot chose for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they separated 

from each other. Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of 

the valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom. Now the men of Sodom were wicked, great 

sinners against the LORD. 

 

Lot was given first choice. Not only did he choose the better looking land but he also 

aligned his living with wickedness. We are in the world but we have to walk carefully 

lest we become like the world. Lot lacked spiritual discernment and spiritual insight. 

He was, simply put, a carnal man and, I believe, greedy for gain. 

 

Second, in Abram’s rescue of Lot, he showed compassion on the victimized and lost. 

Abram would have been justified in saying, “Lot, you got what was coming by living so 

close to Sodom.” But Abram exposes himself to risk to do what is good and right. 

 

Third, Abram demonstrates for us and for the church, that decisive action is needed 

when we see what is the right thing to do. As soon as he heard about Lot’s dilemma, 

he moved out with a small army of his trusted and trained men. 

 

Fourth, Abram and his 318 men show us that it is El Elyon—God Most High, Possessor 

of heaven and earth who will give us the victory even if our numbers are small. 

 

Fifth, “get rich quick” schemes like that offered by the evil king, Bera, are a trap. 

Abram knew where to find real blessing and real reward. 

 



9 

 

Bret Maukonen, 2015 

I’ve included Genesis 15v1 because it is like a comment on this whole incident.  

 

15v1

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram,  

I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 

 

El Elyon—God Most High, the God who is the supreme and exalted One—was his 

shield in battle and would reward him beyond measure. But those blessings and 

rewards came only as Abram would reject false offers and act in faith. Many times in 

his life, he would have to reaffirm his trust in and obedience to El Elyon. 

 

Can we apply this lesson from the life of Abram? 

 

 

Jesus, a priest after the order of Melchizedek 
 

Hebrews 7 (ESV) 

 

1 

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning 

from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 

2 

and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of 

his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. 

3 

He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of 

life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever. 

4 

See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils!  

 

14 

For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that 

tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 

15 

This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of 

Melchizedek, 

16 

who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement concerning bodily 

descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 

17 

For it is witnessed of him, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”  

 

22 

This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant. 

23 

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from 

continuing in office, 

24 

 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.   

 


