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The purpose of a sermon is to place before you the word of God. It should be a  

Bible-based message that encourages you and challenges you in your Christian walk. 

It should give you more insight about the nature of God and then, lead you into 

deeper devotion and worship. 

 

That is our goal this morning however, we realize that this is also a critical service. 

You will be making a decision about the future direction of this church. You might be 

thinking that you are making a decision about whether Bret and Lynne are coming to 

Tyrrell Baptist Church as your pastors. But you are making a bigger decision that will 

affect your future and the future of this church. 

 

Are we going to provide the quality of pastoral care and leadership that will 

encourage you in your walk with the Lord? Will our ministry here be a means of 

building you up and building up this body in a way that is pleasing to the Lord?  

Will it be in a way that makes you more effective for His kingdom purposes? 

 

Because this message is of a critical nature in your decision making, we want to 

provide some insights that will set a context for activity in a church. We’ll also include 

some information that will give you insight into who we are and our convictions and 

passions. 

 

The troubling context 
 
The Barna Group is a Christian research group in the United States that continuously 

surveys public opinion and trends in that country. Here is one of their findings. 

 

In America, 3500 to 4000 churches close their doors each year. (Barna.org) 

 

Here is something else that they have reported:  

 

85% of churches in the United States have plateaued or are in decline. 85%.  
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Now realize that the ratio of evangelical Christians in the United States is four  

times that of what it is here in Canada. The annual growth rate of this identified 

classification of born-again Christians is the same in both countries, so I don’t think 

that our church situation is doing much better here in Canada.  

 

I don’t want us to get bogged down in numbers. I won’t go into a lengthy description 

about the state of the church in North America but to say that we have been in a very 

privileged situation for many decades. We have all sorts of specialized Christian 

missions and ministries, Christian bookstores, seminaries and Bible colleges, church 

buildings and facilities. We have top-notch, world-renowned preachers, first-rate 

teaching and training materials. We have all these quality resources, yet, there are 

signs of stagnancy and even decline in many quarters. 

 

I had to ask myself, “What’s wrong with this picture?” All these resources yet 

churches struggling to survive. Have you wondered about that? There are a lot of 

trends in our Canadian society and in church life that are at play these days but I 

won’t go into them now. 

 

On the personal front 
 

On the personal front, in November of 2011, I was preparing for surgery for prostate 

cancer. I was pastoring a church in this area and was taking the time to reflect on my 

own personal ministry. The Lord really impressed upon me the need to give 

attention to something I had memorized from Scripture some 35 years before. 

 

You’ll probably recognize this as Jesus’ Great Commission (Matthew 28v19-20): 

 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

It so struck me that in spite of all of my activities as a pastor, I was not involved in 

working one-to-one in intentional discipleship. And with all of our church activities 

and programs, most churches are not involved in intentional discipleship. We assume 

that people are becoming better equipped as disciples simply through attending 

Sunday services and some special church functions. 

 

You see, though our intentions are good sometimes our attention is not on what Jesus 

has told us we should be doing. It is as though we are walking a dimly lit path and 

shining the light off to the side. The focus of the light has been shifted and it has 

drawn our attention away. 
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A Test 
 

Now here’s something of a test to see whether we are properly focused. 

 

Stop and think about this and honestly reflect on your response. How often do you 

talk about the church compared to how often you talk about Jesus?  [REPEAT] 

 

Do you think and talk about the church more often? 

 

I know that has been my tendency for many years. 

 

Where should our focus be? 

 

Jesus tells us, “In your going, make disciples . . .” Literally, a disciple is a learner.  

A person who is learning about Jesus and becoming more like Jesus. 

 

I think too often and too far spread, church leaders, including pastors, have focused 

on denomination and church growth, assuming that these activities and programs 

will effortlessly make disciples.  

 

Jesus spent three years with a handful of men—a dozen—and it was these disciples 

who made other disciples who made yet other disciples. 

 

Jesus said, “I will build my church.” He tells us to do what? 

He said very clearly, we are to make disciples. And that is where our attention has 

been focused off the path. 

 

Mike Breen, an English pastor and author, wrote this: “If you make disciples, you 

always get a church. But if you make a church, your rarely get disciples.” 

 

Perhaps you’ve heard this spoken by driving instructors and driving experts;  

“If your gaze is off to the side of the road that is where you will tend to steer the car.” 

 

We have been focused on building the church; focused on organizations and 

structures and lagging or even failing to make disciples who will make other 

disciples. 

 

Jesus principle of growing His church 

 

In developing this picture of Jesus’ strategy for building His church, let me share 

some more numbers with you. If I was an effective evangelist and won one person to 

Christ every day of the year, in one year we would see how many new Christians?  

> 365 
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At that rate, at the end of 16 years we would have about 5,800 new Christians.  

I would be very happy about that number yet it is a number produced by addition. 

 

But if I discipled 1 man in a year and we in turn disciple 2 other men and so on, do 

you know how many new Christians there would be after 16 years? > over 65,000 

 

You see, our Lord’s plan for building His church is through our work in intentional 

discipleship. It is a plan that would see the multiplication of His followers. I would 

never minimize the valuable ministry of the evangelist. God has given us evangelists. 

We need to see those numbers of people coming to faith in Christ. And reputable 

evangelists are also strong advocates of discipling those people who have come to 

faith. 

 

Normally, I don’t give such a long preamble before speaking about the Scripture 

passage. Still. I feel that we need a context so that we can give attention to the most 

important thing. 

 

Mention of the “church” 
 

Do you know that the church is mentioned only twice in the four gospel accounts? 

The church is mentioned only by Jesus and only in the gospel of Matthew. One time 

it is about applying discipline in the church. The other time is what I have already 

said about our Lord’s pronouncement that He will build His church. 

 

While we don’t hear much about the church during the time of our Lord’s public 

ministry, what we do see in the gospel accounts is Jesus calling a dozen men to 

become his inner circle of disciples. 

 

Quick succession of days  
 

I want you to put yourself, as best as you can, back into the time of Jesus in the area of 

the Jordon River and the Sea of Galilee. That is where this account unfolds and it was 

Jesus who was the key figure in the events touching on the lives of a number of men. 

 

Let’s look into the first chapter of the Gospel of John. In this chapter, there is a quick 

succession of four days. We’ll begin at verse 37. 

 

John the baptizer was standing with two of his own disciples. Seeing Jesus, he shouts 

out:  

 

“Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.  

 

 

Their act of leaving John would not be any indication of disloyalty towards him.  
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He would have told his disciples that he was a forerunner of the one anointed by God 

as their Messiah—the Promised One. And so Andrew and John—the one who wrote 

this gospel account—left the baptizer and followed the One for whom they had been 

looking. 

 

 [38] Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?”  

 

Andrew and John did not answer that question but asked their own question. 

 

And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?”  

 

They showed such great interest in Jesus that they wanted to follow and stay with Him. 

 

[39] He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was 

staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. [40] One of the 

two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 

 

You see, Andrew, who had spent a short time with Jesus, sought out his own brother: 

 

 [41] He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 

(which means Christ). [42] He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 

Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

 

While Andrew was a disciple, it doesn’t appear that Simon was following anyone. 

Andrew, as a brand new disciple of Jesus, introduced a family member to Jesus.  

 

We will see that is what disciples do, they introduce others to Jesus. This is good 

news that Andrew shares, “We have found the Messiah.” 

 

Jesus immediately makes a name change for Simon.  

 

Do any of you have nicknames? For Peter, this is more than a nickname. It is a new 

name. Name changes appear throughout the Old Testament and into the New 

Testament. Often, the assigning of a new name signalled that a person was destined 

for a new mission in life.  

 

When you began to follow Jesus, you may not have had a name change but you had 

a new mission in life as His disciple. 

 

Jesus was changing the direction that their lives would take. And He was adding to 

the numbers of His followers. 

 

[43] The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.”  
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It was a straightforward invitation and, perhaps, Andrew and Peter knew Philip and 

suggested that he, too, might be interested because the text tells us: 

 

[44] Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.  

 

Immediately, what does this new disciple do? 

 

[45] Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the 

Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  

 

As a disciple, Philip finds a friend and he points to the Word of God as that word has 

spoken about this coming Messiah. That’s what mature disciples do. They know the 

Word of God and can point people to written testimony about Jesus. 

 

 [46] Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  

 

Philip said to him, “Come and see.”  

 

You see, Philip uses Scripture to shed light on who Jesus is and then he actually 

invites his friend to meet Jesus.  

 

So this has been the Bible account of the early days of Jesus’ public ministry when he 

was gathering a small group of disciples. 

 

At the close of a four-day span recorded in John 1, six believing men are disciples of 

Jesus. 

 

At the beginning of His public ministry, Jesus called certain people to follow him. At 

the end of His time on earth, he still issued that same call to follow him (John 21v19f). 

 

We fast forward to the end of John’s gospel. And this is where we look into the 

passage of John 21 that we read earlier. 

 

After His resurrection, Jesus has been spending time with His disciples. Chapter 21 

starts off this way: 

 

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias 

 

I won’t go into detail about those 22 verses. There could be two or three messages  

to bring out important lessons there. I will make six simple observations and keep 

before us the theme of this morning’s message  
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FIRST, Jesus was alive. We have just, that past weekend, focused our attention on the 

death, burial and resurrection of our Lord. The testimony of those who had lived 

with Jesus for three years was that He is, indeed, a risen Lord and Saviour.  

 

This is good evidence for our faith. 

 

SECOND, while these experienced fishermen had spent a night in futility trying to 

catch fish, it was not until they gave attention to Jesus that their nets became full.  

 

This is a good lesson for turning our attention to the Lord’s way of doing things. 

 

THIRD, Jesus had made provision for their meal together in His presence. He is not a 

ghostly apparition but has a real physical presence, howbeit in a new resurrection 

body.  

 

There is a famous painting called “The Last Supper.” It tries to depict what was 

actually Jesus’ last Passover meal with His closest disciples. This meal on the beach is 

His last supper before ascending to be with God the Father.  

 

And we look forward to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb when the Bride of Jesus, 

the Church spotless and in all its fullness, is presented to Him. 

 

We should give attention to how we live, keeping in view God’s eternal intention for us. 

  

Then there is that conversation with Peter when Jesus asks and challenges the man 

about his love. Peter had denied Jesus three times on the night of His betrayal. He 

now has three opportunities to affirm his love for his Lord. 

 

FOURTH, the challenge made by Jesus to Peter is in the form of “If . . . then” 

He issues the same challenge to us, “If you love me, then do this.” 

The task for a follower of Jesus is to discern what He would have us do.  

Too, too often, we move to the agenda and values of other people.  

We lose attention to call of the One who we call “Lord.”  

 

Do you love Jesus? Then how is that to be acted out and seen by others? 

 

This is a good reminder that if we truly love Jesus, it results in love and care for one 

another. This is how people will know that we are His disciples, that we love one 

another. We have to continue giving attention to that.  

 

FIFTH, Jesus gives the simple summons “Follow Me.” You know from John 1 that 

those were His words when He was gathering His first disciples. Imagine how 

exciting it would have been to be standing there that day and have Jesus say to you, 

“Follow Me.” 
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Question: Has Jesus beckoned you to follow Him? When I’m asked, “What are you?” 

I tend not to identify myself as a Christian or as a Baptist when I can rightly tell 

people that, first and foremost, I am a follower of Jesus. 

 

This is a good time to make your personal response to His personal call.  

Give first attention to Him.  

 

How will that look in your life and in the life of this church fellowship? 

 

SIXTH and finally, when Peter became distracted by the presence of another disciple, 

Jesus called the man to give attention to Jesus Himself and to His intentions for 

Peter’s life and mission. 

 

So, for the second time that day on that beach, Jesus called the man to follow Him. 

 

People of Tyrrell Baptist Church and welcomed visitors, don’t be distracted by things 

or by the agenda of other people. 

 

It is not only good . . . it is best to give first attention to Jesus and to seek out His 

intentions for your future. 

 

At the beginning of this message, I gave you some numbers. They can be troubling 

numbers that cause concern and discouragement. Or, we can take them as a call to 

give closer attention to what Jesus would have us do. 

 

1. Be REMINDED    that He said that He would build His church.  

 

2. Be AWARE    that in a world of 6.9 billion people, the growth of His church is 

occurring at twice the population growth rate.  

 

3. Be ASSURED    that our living Lord is keeping His word.  

 

4. Be CLEAR    that He has called us to make disciples.  

 

5. Be CHALLENGED   to consider whether we are, in truth, obeying His words to 

us. 

 
 


