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Call to Worship 

 

(Philippians 2) 

 
6

   . . . though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God  

a thing to be grasped, 

7

 but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born  

in the likeness of men. 

8

 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient  

to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

9

 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on Him  

the name that is above every name, 

10

 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11

 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

(Isaiah 45) 

 

20

 Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, you survivors of the nations! They 

have no knowledge who carry about their wooden idols, and keep on praying to a god 

that cannot save. 

21

 Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this long ago? 

Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the LORD? And there is no other god besides me, 

a righteous God and a Saviour; there is none besides me. 

22

 Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other. 

23

 By myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a word that shall 

not return: ‘To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance.’ 
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(Colossians 1) 

 
15

 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

16

 For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,  

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 

Him and for Him. 

17

 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

18

 And He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn  

from the dead, that in everything He might be preeminent. 

19

 For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

20

 and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the blood of his cross. 

21

 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 

22

 He has now reconciled in his body of flesh by His death, in order to present you holy 

and blameless and above reproach before Him, 

23

 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope  

of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, 

and of which I, Paul, became a minister.
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”Good, Better, Best” doesn’t begin to describe  

 
Our Scripture passage for today tells us about a wonderful privilege that we have and 

a wonderful position that we can enjoy. I wonder how often it occurs to you. 

 

Maybe you’ve seen advertising that gives three grades of quality like “Good, Better, 

and Best.” I think that Sears uses that in their catalogues. Canadian Tire has used that 

scheme when comparing the quality of different products like paints. 

 

Christianity is one of a number of religions. Some people might be inclined to put  

it on a rating scale like “Good, Better, and Best” when comparing its teachings to the 

teachings of other religions. 

 

We hear about people in what have been considered “Christian” countries converting 

to Islam and other religions as though they have found a better option. 

 

We have to acknowledge that Christianity has an imperfect history with mistakes and 

divides. That is easily explained because Christianity is the practice of imperfect 

people. We are redeemed but we are not perfect. I can say that most assuredly just 

speaking for myself. 

 

You may have noticed over time that I speak more of being a “follower of Christ” than 

I would speak about being a Christian. There’s a reason for that. 

 

There are courses in universities and in some churches about “comparative religions,” 

and Christianity is part of that mix, Jesus Christ, Himself, is not really to be compared 

with other religious leaders or spiritual teachers. I hope that, by the end of this 

message, that you are fully persuaded of that fact. 
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Jesus Christ is Great 

 

If a person held out something to you and said, “This is the key to life—this one thing. 

Take it and you have everything you’ll ever need,” there would be two things to 

determine. 

 

First, I would have to determine whether it was true or not. Then, I would have to 

determine whether I would take hold of it. 

 

Let me use an example. We have heard much in the news about the deadly Ebola virus 

that has been spreading in parts of Africa. Some health care workers returning to 

North America have been infected and brought it back.  

 

Let’s say someone has developed a pill that is a proven cure for Ebola. She places it on 

a table in the midst of other pills that are claimed to be the cure, although that is not 

yet proven. All of them, including the proven cure are all possibilities. Then, the 

question is, “Which one would you take hold of?” 

 

You know that we are presented with all sorts of options in so many areas of life—

options about foods, options about clothing, options about books to read, programs to 

watch and on it goes. Every day, we have choices to make among a wide range of 

options. 

 

We know that there are all sorts of religions and they represent different options. In 

their own way, they all make claims to attract people’s attention. Some people would 

say that there are many paths to God. Some would say that their religious system is 

better than others. Some would say that their system is the final one. 

 

But, it is like that pill that is the proven cure for Ebola in the midst of all others that 

claim the same but are unproven. 

 

One is true, the others are false—and so, which would you take? 

 

You see, Jesus Christ is sometimes portrayed as a good man, an important spiritual 

leader, a significant religious teacher. He is sometimes referred to as a prophet in a 

series of prophets. That is how the Moslems would have us see Him. Was he just one 

of many? 

 

The Bible shows in many places and a number of ways, that Jesus was not just one 

among many options or one in a series of options. He is like that one pill that is a 

proven cure for Ebola. One is true where the others are false. 

 

That is what we will see as we read Paul’s words to the church in Colossae. 
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15

 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

16

 For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,  

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 

Him and for Him. 

17

 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

 

Speaking of Jesus, He is the Creator of all things. As we read, “all things were created 

through Him and for Him.” 

 

That is more that being a good man, an important spiritual leader, a significant 

religious teacher. 

 

That places Jesus in the very process of the creation of the universe—a universe that is 

yet unexplored by human beings. He was before all things, and when Paul writes that in 

Him all things hold together it shows Jesus to be the Sustainer of everything that is, 

whether seen or unseen. 

 

These are phenomenal statements. This removes Jesus from any notions of being  

“just another one of many” or “one among many.” 

 

 

He is “firstborn”  
 

We’ll see the expression “firstborn” twice in this passage. We might use that word to 

refer to the first child born among many. But in the Bible, we shouldn’t read it in the 

sense of being brought forth as the first in a line. 

 

“Firstborn” means being of first importance and of first rank. In the Old Testament, 

King Solomon was called the “firstborn” (Psalm 89v27) but he was not born as the first 

of all of King David’s sons. He was the son that would eventually take over the rule of 

King David. 

 

In the New Testament, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead so it is obvious that Jesus 

was not the first to come back from the grave. It means something different when we 

speak of Jesus as being “firstborn from the dead.” Lazarus would eventually die . . . 

again. When Jesus is spoken of as being “the beginning, the firstborn from the dead”  

Paul is pointing to the physical resurrection of Jesus but with what was seen to be a 

glorious and incorruptible body. It means that those who follow Jesus will have the 

same type of resurrection body—one that is fit forever.   

 

He is “firstborn”—first in order over and ahead of us. And He is also the head of us 

being the “head of the church.” 
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He is the head of the body, the church 
 

He was and is preeminent. “Preeminent” is a word that we use to describe being 

greatest in importance. 

 

You see, other religions and many people actually try to dethrone Jesus by making 

Him out to be less than He really is. The Bible presents Jesus Christ as Lord. To say that 

He is not really THE Lord is an attempt to dethrone Him. Our Call to Worship from 

Philippians 2 (v10-11) read “so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.” 

 

Christian, you need to take the lead in “bowing the knee” by living as though He is 

actually Lord of your life. And collectively as a congregation, we need to function in 

real recognition that He is head of the church as Paul reminds us here. 

 

I started out by reminding you that Christianity is not perfect. Neither are churches 

perfect. Where there are churches with real problems, I will guarantee you it is because 

Jesus is not being recognized as the Head. There may be lip service to Him as Head of 

the Church and as Lord but there will probably be some people there who have come 

out from under His Headship and His Lordship and are up to some mischief of their 

own making. I have seen it. 

 

 

Seeing God 
 

I don’t know what Jesus looked like exactly. We can imagine based on the appearance 

of people from that period in the Middle East. We definitely don’t know what God 

looks like. Paul describes Him as invisible. John (1v18), in his gospel says “No one has 

ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, He has made Him known.” 

 

Later in John’s gospel (14v8-10), he recounts a request by Phillip.  

 

Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." 

Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 

Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 

 

You may not be able to see God, the Father or God, the Holy Spirit but God made 

Himself to become flesh like us in the person of Jesus. Because He took on our flesh 

and walked among us does not mean that He became less than He really is.  

 

Yes, fully human but also fully God!  

As Paul writes: For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell 
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After singing the first part of our Communion hymn and before we proceed to our 

celebration at the Lord’s Table, we will read the closing portion of today’s passage in 

Colossians 1. It tells us what Jesus has done for us. 

 

For now, let’s think about what this presentation of Jesus means for us in practical 

terms. How does it apply to our lives? 

 

Well, we meet as a Christian church. We could do a comparison of the beliefs of 

Christianity with Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and any other of a number of 

religions. 

 

But the point to Paul’s words is that we have been called to follow, to be in 

relationship with and to serve the One who is Lord of all creation. 

 

Let’s put aside any sense of comparison about “Good, Better or Best.” 

 

Live confidently because you are aligned with and belong to the One who has made 

all things and controls all things—seen and unseen. 

 

Jesus Christ is above all and any comparison. He is above all creation.  

 

Live confidently because He knows you and loves you and has claimed you to be His 

own. There’s no need for you to be uncertain about how you stand with God if you 

have chosen to follow Jesus. 

 

 

[at Communion Table] 

 

 

 . . . [He has made] peace by the blood of his cross. 

21

 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 

22

 He has now reconciled in his body of flesh by His death, in order to present you  

holy and blameless and above reproach before Him, 

23

 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope  

of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, 

[and of which I, Paul, became a minister.] 


