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Call to Worship 
 
Zechariah 9v9 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your 

king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   
 

 

Luke 19v28-40 

The Triumphal Entry  

28 

And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 

29 

When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he 

sent two of the disciples, 

30 

saying, "Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on 

which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 

31 

If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' you shall say this: 'The Lord has need of it.'" 

32 

So those who were sent went away and found it just as he had told them. 

33 

And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, "Why are you untying the 

colt?" 

34 

And they said, "The Lord has need of it." 

35 

And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 

36 

And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 

37 

As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole 

multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the 

mighty works that they had seen, 

38 

saying, "Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and 

glory in the highest!" 

39 

And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples." 

40 

He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out." 
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A king yet to be 

 

As children, Lynne and I grew up on Disney animations—Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs, Bambi, Lady and the Tramp. You know the kind. Now, much older, we are 

still inclined to like those kinds of stories. Just a few weeks ago, Disney Studios 

released the new movie, “Cinderella.” It is not an animation but, rather, has actors, 

actresses and some fun special effects. When it came to the Strand, we went to the late 

show on Friday night of March Break. It was a delightful movie. 

 

In one scene, Cinderella goes riding off bareback on a dapple, grey and white horse.  

In the woods, she encounters the prince who is part of a hunting party chasing after a 

stag. Cinderella and the young man meet and have a one-to-one and talk while their 

horses circle in a forest clearing. Cinderella speaks in defence of the fleeing stag. The 

prince is enamoured with her and is being convinced and distracted from the chase. 

She won’t tell him her name and the prince conceals his identity, claiming to be only 

an apprentice. 

 

Later, they meet again and the prince’s identity becomes apparent. He honestly is an 

apprentice in the sense that he is learning from his father how to become a king. I’m  

so glad that he did not lie to Cinderella because that is not fitting if they are to have a 

relationship of trust. Also, he wasn’t being “braggadocios” (that’s a real word meaning 

“vain and empty boasting”) because he could have tried to impress Cinderella about 

becoming the next king. 

 

The prince stayed focused on the one he loved and approached her in commendable 

humility. 

 

Aside from the new “Cinderella” being an enjoyable movie, this description helps to 

set the stage for a message about the name and identity of God as King—specifically 

on this Palm Sunday, the image of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 

 

Before we change the setting to that special day in Jerusalem, let’s take a brief look at 

some references to kings and kingship in the Old Testament. 

 

 

Kingship in the Old Testament 
 

I can imagine that, in ancient times, as populations increased and cities were built, 

tribal leaders became more powerful and probably wealthier. A few Sundays back, we 

considered the name of God as “El Elyon”– God Most High and we heard about Bora, 

the king of Sodom and Melchizadek, the king of Salem. So, kings were around by then 

but Abraham was just a tribesman and leader of his own operation as a herdsman. 
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Let’s project ahead to the time of Joseph, who was sold into slavery by his brothers 

and eventually served in Pharaoh’s court. The pharaoh was a king in Egypt. Through 

the following 400 years of slavery in Egypt, the children of Israel still had no high ruler. 

God chose Moses to be a leader of the people and his brother Aaron was the beginning 

of a priesthood. Even when they were freed from Egypt, there was no king. 

 

The tribes of Israel moved through the wilderness and into the Promised Land under 

the guidance of God. The system would be described as a “theocracy.” “Theo” means 

“god” and so the people would be directly ruled by God. 

 

Later after Joshua died, there were judges who led the people (hence the Old 

Testament book of Judges). Remember that Joshua was an apprentice under the 

guidance of Moses. Without Joshua, the people were going astray and so we read 

(Judges 2v16-17): 

 

Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered 

them. Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods and bowed 

down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had walked, who 

had obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so. 

 

It was a tumultuous period under the judges, and very spotty in terms of the spiritual 

life of the people. 

 

The first hint of Israel having a king came around 1000 BC. Samuel (again, two Old 

Testament books are named after him, 1 and 2 Samuel) was a prophet of God and in 1 

Samuel 8 we read this: 

 

1

 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 

2

 The name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were 

judges in Beersheba. 

3

 Yet his sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes and 

perverted justice. 

4

 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 

5

 and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now 

appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 

6

 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel 

prayed to the LORD. 

7

 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, 

for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 

8

 According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of 

Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. 

9

 Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways 

of the king who shall reign over them.” 
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Saul was the first king of Israel. Then came David and then, his son Solomon. Then 

there was a succession of kings and a time when there was a division into two 

kingdoms—Israel and Judah. Some kings were OK, some were mediocre at best. Some 

led the people astray.  

 

We have two charts here. One shows the kingdom divided after the reign of Solomon. 

It also shows the spiritual “ups-and-downs” generally caused by the moral qualities of 

the king himself. One shows just the kings of Judah and their reigns are described as 

“Evil,” “Good,” or “Revival.” It is apparent that having a human king was not always 

so great. 

 

So, here is a synopsis: 

–   the people abandoned God as their direct ruler 

–   they got human kings just like the nations around them 

–   still, God did not abandon the people 

–   at times, God had to discipline the people because they followed the bad practices  

 of their kings 

–   the last king of Judah reigned until 586 BC 

–   then kings and rulers of foreign nations (like Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome) 

 dominated the people of Israel 

 

The opportunity of having God as King over the nation was lost once the people chose 

to have a king like the nations around them. Compared to what they could have had if 

they had remained faithful to God and chose His rule instead of human rule, I think it 

was a bad choice. But then, it is what it is and there are some lessons to be learned 

here. 

 

 

At the time of Jesus 
 

In what we might call the New Testament times, Romans ruled the land of Palestine. 

Caesar in Rome was a king-like person but the Caesars did not follow a blood line. In 

their province of Judaea, the Romans allowed for King Herod to have a position but it 

was only with the powers that they would allow. 

 

So, in the birth narrative of Jesus, we are familiar with the words from Luke 2v1: 

 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  
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Here we see a specific Roman ruler named. And Matthew (2v1-12) provides this 

record: 

 

1 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 

2 

saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it 

rose and have come to worship him.” 

3 

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 

4 

and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 

the Christ was to be born. 

5 

They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6 

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’“ 

7 

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 

star had appeared. 

8 

And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when 

you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 

9 

After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had 

seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 

was. 

10 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 

11 

And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 

and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 

frankincense and myrrh. 

12 

And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country 

by another way. 

 

So, you see, Jesus is introduced into this world as a king. But, in His public ministry, 

Jesus did not claim a position as a king. He took on the role of a servant-leader. It was 

like that prince in the movie about “Cinderella” who wanted to conceal his full identity 

until the proper time. 

 

Jesus did proclaim the kingdom of God . . .   

 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and 

saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 

gospel." (Mark 1v14) 

 

. . . but He did not cast Himself in the role of king. 

 

He made clear that the kingdom of God was not a decadent rule: 

 

And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours 

is the kingdom of God.  (Luke 6v20) 
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It is a different kind of kingdom than we might see in the movies or on television. 

 

He explained the kingdom of God in parables it seems because the people needed a 

new perspective on this kingdom of God. 

 

He made clear that the kingdom of God was not a place on the landscape but, rather, a 

larger spiritual reality entered by a change effected by God. 

 

Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. (John 3v5) 

 

Jesus also said that the kingdom of God is not to be an option but rather a priority if 

we are looking for God’s blessings. He said: 

 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added 

to you.  (Matthew 6v33) 

 

Yet, in all that Jesus said about the kingdom of God, He did not put Himself in that 

position of ruler. 

 

Still, His life, from birth to death, was bracketed by statements about Him being a king. 

 

 
Jesus’ life is “bracketed” as a king 
 

You heard the birth narrative when the three wise men came looking for a king. They 

brought gifts for a king and, when they found the baby Jesus, they bowed in worship. 

These three men who were exalted figures in their own land, humbled themselves 

before a baby. 

 

That is one bracket in time. Then, at the end of Jesus’ public ministry comes the 

accusation and controversy about His identity as King. After Jesus was arrested, it is 

recorded that Pilate had a discussion about Him being the “King of the Jews.” That 

falls among the events that we observe on Good Friday. 

 

Here today, on what we call Palm Sunday, we reflect on the triumphal entry of Jesus 

into Jerusalem. Passover was coming in just a few days. It was a most significant time 

in the history of the Jewish people. God, by His power, loosened the crushing grip of 

Pharaoh, king of Egypt.  God provided a way of escape for His people and overwhelmed 

the army of Pharaoh under a wall of water in the Red Sea. 

 

 

 



7 

 

Bret Maukonen, 2015 

As was celebrated in the song of Moses and the people (Exodus 15v1-2):  

 

Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, "I will sing to the 

LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, 

and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. 

 

And so, these many, many years later, crowds came from all directions and ascended 

upwards into the city of Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover and God’s deliverance. 

 

While we celebrate Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday, Jews are 

preparing to celebrate Passover starting on April 3. 

 

It was an important time and devout Jews would journey to Jerusalem. So, Jesus came 

with His disciples. As we heard in our Scripture reading, Jesus had his disciples get the 

use of a colt and He rode into Jerusalem on that. 

 

He certainly wasn’t dressed like a king. He was surrounded by a group made up 

mostly of working-class fishermen—not a court of nobles. My guess is that King Herod 

and the representatives of Tiberius Caesar had made much more impressive entries 

into the Royal City of David. 

 

Yet, the people gladly received Him like a king. In John’s gospel account, it is 

explained that the crowds thronged about Him because they had either witnessed or 

heard about Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. There was excitement in the air. They 

were calling out “Hosanna”—“God save.” 

 

They, not Jesus, were the ones who proclaimed, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" (John 12v13b) 

 

In the course of the next week, Jesus would be betrayed, arrested, tried and then put  

to death. Even on Jesus’ cross, Pilate would place a sign inscribed with the words, 

“Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” His identity as a king would be questioned and 

even challenged. Time and the resurrection would make it clear that His kingdom was 

not as one might expect. 

 

And so we see that Jesus’ life is bracketed by the pronouncements of others that He 

was a king. By the wise men at His birth and, then, by people in Jerusalem in His final 

days of this life. 
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Jesus riding in triumph 

 

But let’s take this incident of Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a small, young donkey. 

Some have said that it was a sign of humility. Many kings actually rode in chariots. 

Some have said that it was a practice for some kings to ride on donkeys. 

 

But let me give you another view of Jesus. In the closing book of the Bible, Revelation, 

there are stirring images of conflict that is both spiritual and real. We gain glimpses 

into what God will do to bring an end to things before He restores His perfect order 

over all of His creation. 

 

In Revelation 17v14, we read about ten kings and the beast and it says: 

They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords 

and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful." 

 

There you go, Jesus, the Lamb is called “King of kings.” 

 

Then, in Revelation 19 (v11-13, 16), there is this description of Jesus riding again: 

 

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful 

and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, 

and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but 

himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The 

Word of God. 

[And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on 

white horses. 

From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will 

rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the 

Almighty.] 

On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

I have spoken about Jesus’ life being bracketed by those pronouncements of others 

that He was a king. Our own lives are also bracketed. We live in between times. 

 

The first bracket is marked by Jesus first Advent and by the first triumphal entry when 

He rode into Jerusalem. The second bracket for us will be His Second Coming when 

He rides in conquest over the enemies of God. For me, that will be a fuller realisation 

of my faith and expectations.   

 

Jesus is a King like no other and not until He rides again, will we truly understand 

what the King of kings is like.  

 

And that will be the time when “At the name of Jesus, every knee will bow . . .” 

(Isaiah 45v23; Romans 14v11; Philippians 2v10) 
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Names of God – King 
 
Names of God including the word “king.” Ten names include the word “king.”  
Everlasting King, Great King, King (see below), King eternal, King of glory, King of heaven,  

King of Israel, King of Jacob, King of kings, King of the Jews, King of the nations 

  

 King 
The Hebrew word melekh, meaning king, has a broad meaning, applying to several classes of 

leading “magisterial” figures, our modern “king” is just one possibility. Some scholars think 

that the word “king” may not have been used of God before the monarchy. They argue that 

earlier references (Ex. 15:18; Num. 23:21; Deut. 33:5) may be editorial additions, though 

Gideon understood the idea of kingship (Judg. 8:22-23). Neighboring nations had kings, so the 

office was understood. 

David was Israel’s greatest monarch. He became the model which God pointed to when 

speaking about His Messiah. Inter-testamental literature tells of a Davidic king with military 

prowess, righteousness, and holiness coming to restore justice. The New Testament describes 

Jesus (Yeshua’) as that king, beginning with the birth narratives. He spent much time teaching 

and demonstrating the kingdom of God. Before Pilate, Jesus emphasized the distinctiveness 

of His kingdom. Jesus will one day hand the kingdom to God the Father, the eternal king (1 

Cor. 15:24). 

 

My King (Malkhi) in the Hebrew text of Ps. 84:3. 

 My King in Hebrew: 
Malkhi 

Strong’s Concordance number: 4428 

Bible references: Ps. 84:3; Isa. 33:22; 43:15; Jer. 46:18; 48:15; 51:57; Zech. 9:9 (259X) 

I am the Lord, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King. (Isaiah 43:15 KJV) 

 

“Do not fear daughter of Zion; behold your King is coming” in the Greek text of John 12:15. 

http://namesforgod.net/everlasting-king/
http://namesforgod.net/great-king/
http://namesforgod.net/king-eternal/
http://namesforgod.net/king-of-glory/
http://namesforgod.net/king-of-heaven/
http://namesforgod.net/king-of-israel/
http://namesforgod.net/king-of-jacob/
http://namesforgod.net/king-of-kings/
http://namesforgod.net/king-of-the-jews/
http://namesforgod.net/king-of-the-nations/
http://namesforgod.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/My-King-Malkhi.jpg
http://namesforgod.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/King.jpg
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King in Greek: 
Basileus 

Strong’s Concordance number: 935 

Bible references: Matt. 21:5; 25:34, 40; Luke 19:38; 23:2; John 12:15; 18:37; 19:12, 14-15; Acts 

17:7 

Say to Daughter Zion, 

“See, your king comes to you, 

gentle and riding on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” (Matt. 21:5 NIV, which is a quotation of Zechariah 9:9) 

Similar royal names for God are “great King,” “King of kings,” “King of heaven,” “King of the 

nations,” “King of Israel,” and “King of Jacob.” 

King of kings 

King of kings is a name given twice to God the Father and once to Jesus. Each time it is in 

combination with the name “Lord of lords.” Jesus (Yeshua’) shares the sovereignty of God over 

all other authorities in heaven and on earth, and that makes Jesus King of kings. The kings of 

earth are subjects of God. 

Jesus, the rider on the white horse in Revelation 19, has a name that only He knows. Later in 

the chapter, we read about two names: Jesus is the Word of God and on His robe and on His 

thigh He has another name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” Could this be the 

hidden name of Jesus? 

 

King of kings in the Greek text of Revelation 19:16. 

King of kings in Greek: 
Basileus basileōn 

Strong’s Concordance numbers: 935, 935 

Bible references: 1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 17:14; 19:16 

Keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,which He 

will bring about at the proper time—He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and 

Lord of lords, who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has 

seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen (1 Tim. 6:14-16) 

A similar name of God occurs in the Old Testament: Lord of kings. In the book of Revelation, 

God is called the King of the nations and Jesus is called Ruler of the kings of the earth. 

 

http://namesforgod.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/King-of-kings.jpg

