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Title: One Perfect Life: John baptizes Jesus  No. 201804 

Venue: Tyrrell Baptist Church 

Date: January 28, 2018 

Scripture: Based on “One Perfect Life” – Ch. 23  Matthew 3v13-17   
      Mark 1v9-11  
      Luke 3v21-23a 
      John 1v15-18 

Call to Worship: Ephesians 4v1-6 

Main Idea: In baptism, Jesus identified with us and we identify with Him. 

(All Scripture is from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated) 
 

 
Call to Worship 
 
Ephesians 4v1-6 
 
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which 

you have been called, 
2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
4 There is one body and one Spirit---just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your 

call—5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.  
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Why baptism?  
 
What’s the name of this church? . . . Tyrrell Baptist Church. 
 
The name points to one of the distinctives about this church and about our faith. It also points to 
our historical background. 
 
One church in Waterford dropped the word “Baptist” from its name last year. It’s quite common 
these days for churches in North America to go with names that are generic or trendy—like this 
one of Grace Community Church or Church on the Rock.   
 
Part of that trend has to do with the behaviour of people who are feeling more comfortable 
attending churches based on features other than denominational affiliation. So, for some, new 
church names are designed to make them more “seeker friendly.” I have even talked with people 
who have been in regular attendance at some church for months who admit that they don’t know 
what type of church they have been attending. 
 
Well, even at that, not all Baptist churches are alike and that has been clearly proven over the 
centuries by denominational splits. 
 
When Lynne and I lived in England, we attended Baptist churches. One was Bromley Baptist, 
south of London, was part of the Baptist Union of Great Britain. The church was formed in June 
1863 and the famous Baptist preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon attended the stone laying 
ceremony on July, 4 1864 and a year later the opening ceremony. Then, when we were reassigned 
to Bolton in the northern county of Lancashire, we attended Cornerstone Baptist Church. It was 
planted by a missionary from the USA. Both churches wore the label “Baptist” but were quite 
different in style and in the emphasis on baptism. 
 
We have also to acknowledge that there are other denominations like the Pentecostals, Brethren 
in Christ and Mennonite Brethren that practice believer’s baptism by immersion. 
 
 

John’s baptism 
 
Well, when John the Baptist was preaching and baptizing, there were no denominations of 
Baptists and no churches. But, obviously, there was baptism. 
 
From where did John get this practice of putting people under the waters of the River Jordon?  
 
Jews had a purification rite in their law and tradition called “Tvilah” that was similar to our 
Christian believer’s baptism. With “Tvilah” a person was immersed in natural sourced water 
called a “Mikveh.” So, you see why John used the Jordon River flowing north to south through  
the Sea of Galilee.  
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Immersion in water was for the Jew an act of ritual purification. But it was also required for 
Gentile converts to Judaism as part of their conversion so that they could be included in the 
Jewish community.  
 
John wasn’t baptising so that people could be included in the Jewish community and then 
participate in Jewish ceremonies. Most of the people coming to John were born Jews. John’s 
baptism followed a call to repentance and confession of sins. 
 
Here, we’ll draw an important support for our Baptist view of baptism. You know that there  
are Christian denominations that practice infant baptism—Anglicans, Christian Reformed, 
Presbyterians, Roman Catholics and a few others. While I understand their practice of baptising 
babies, I can’t agree with it. 
 
I was baptized as a baby and, obviously, I couldn’t remember the occasion and it meant nothing 
to me except that I would learn that it meant something to my mother’s Ukrainian side of the 
family. It was a christening service. 
 
What meant something to me happened at the evening service at Dovercourt Road Baptist 
Church when I accepted Jesus as my personal Saviour. I was just becoming a teenager and  
wasn’t deeply aware of the need to repent—to turn my life around. Still, I felt the stirring of  
the Holy Spirit bringing me to the point of decision and I knew that Jesus did something for me  
that I could never do for myself. 
 
After the decision was made, a short time passed and two deacons of that church spoke with me 
explaining the importance of being baptized. And so, I agreed and was baptized some weeks 
later. 
 
[An opportunity for others to share about their experience of being baptized in water] 
 
So, as we see the ministry of John the Baptist, he was (Mark 1v4) proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
 
And the people (1v4): were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river  
Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
So, clearly, the baptism by John happened after a person made a conscious decision for a changed 
life involving repentance and confession and they were not sprinkled with water but immersed 
in the river. 
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Baptism during the apostolic period 
 
Later, after the crucifixion and resurrection and ascension of Jesus, the church was practising a 
baptism for consenting adults. 
 
We see Philip joining with the Ethiopian court official in his chariot where he explained the 
prophecy of Isaiah. Philip (Acts 8v35-38) beginning with this Scripture, [he] told him the good 
news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the 
eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” And he commanded 
the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he 
baptized him.  

 
Then, one more instance that I would point to happened when the Apostle Paul and Silas  
were in prison (Acts 16). During the night there was a strong earthquake and the doors  
of the prison were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. For the prison warden, this  
was a crisis for his life. 
 

30  Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31  And they said, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32  And they spoke 
the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour 
of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 
 
This critical event was a God-given opportunity for Paul and Silas to share the good news 
about Jesus with the jailer and others in his household. In addition to the family members, 
some in the household might have been servants. It’s important to see that after being led 
to understand that they should believe in Jesus, they were baptized. Clearly, it was a 
believer’s baptism. 
 
So, our Baptist position is built upon such examples and insights from Scripture. 
 
The pattern is: believing in Jesus for our salvation, a decided change in direction of life followed 
by baptism that is best done by immersion under the water. 
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The baptism of Jesus 
 
But then, we come to read of a baptism that is totally unique. This is how Matthew records it 
(3v13-15): 
 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 
14 John would have prevented Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” 
15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  

Then he [John] consented. 
 
Jesus initiates his time of public ministry by first being baptized. He seeks out John, the prophet  
of God, and submits Himself to this act that normally involves repentance and confession of sin. 
 
So, at first, John balks. The baptizer recognizes the superiority of Jesus. A few more weeks will 
pass and John would point to Jesus and say (John 1v29b-31): 
 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is He of whom I said, 'After me  
comes a man who ranks before me, because He was before me.' I myself did not know Him, but for  
this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.”  
 
And, indeed, Jesus was revealled by an amazing testimony from heaven (Matthew 3v16-17) 
 

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately He went up from the water, and behold, the heavens  
were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on 
Him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
As I said earlier, we are reading of a baptism that is totally unique but not only by reason of this  
display of the presence of God in the convergence of the three persons of the Holy Trinity. 
 
The unique aspect of this baptism is one that strikes close to our lives and well being. When John 
balked at baptizing Jesus, he knew that the “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” did 
not apply to Jesus. Here we need to again see that, in Jesus, we are meeting “One Perfect Life.” 
 
So why was Jesus so firmly insistent that John should baptize Him? 
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Identification through baptism 
 
We can understand this if we keep in view that, in John’s Gospel, Jesus is called “the Word” and 
John tells us that (1v14) . . . the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 
God’s firm purpose was to take on our human flesh and identify fully with us—but with the 
exception of being sinless. 
 
Jesus—fully human—would bear our sins in His body and would be sacrificed on the cross— 
Personally, without sin but with our sin. 
 
So, the baptism would be His identification with sinners but then, baptism would become our 
identification with Him in His burial and resurrection. 
 
That baptism by immersion is given proof by the words of Paul when he likens our water baptism 
to being buried with Christ and then being raised to new life. There is powerful symbolism when 
a believer is baptized (Romans 6v3-5). 
 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 
We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united 
with Him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 
 
Think back to your own baptism. When you were put under the water, you were identifying with 
Jesus in His death. And when you were brought back above the surface, you were identifying 
with Jesus in His resurrection. 
 
But now, you are at a time of being “in between”—a time that Paul describes as our “walk in 
newness of life.” 
 
As I prepared this message, I became more aware that I should think more about my baptism.  
As an act of obedience to Jesus, it was a one-time thing. But that “walk in newness of life” is daily 
and ongoing. It is what I am called to—what you are called to—until we shall certainly be united 
with Him in a resurrection like His. 
 
In baptism, Jesus identified with us and we identify with Him. 
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Matthew 3v13-17 (ESV) Mark 1v9-11 (ESV) 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the 
Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 

14 John would have prevented Him, saying,  
        “I need to be baptized by You, and do 

You come to me?” 
15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, 

for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 

16 And when Jesus was baptized, 
immediately He went up from the 
water, and behold, the heavens were 
opened to Him, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and coming 
to rest on Him; 

17   and behold, a voice from heaven said, 
        “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
        am well pleased.” 
 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 

10 And when He came up out of the water, 
immediately He saw the heavens being 
torn open and the Spirit descending on 
him like a dove. 

11   And a voice came from heaven, “You are 
        my beloved Son; with You I am well 
        pleased.” 

Luke 3v21-23a (ESV) John 1v15-18 (ESV) 

21 Now when all the people were baptized, 
and when Jesus also had been baptized 
and was praying, the heavens were 
opened, 

22 and the Holy Spirit descended on Him in 
bodily form, like a dove; and a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.” 

23   Jesus, when He began his ministry,  
        was about thirty years of age . . . 

15 (John bore witness about Him, and cried 
out, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks before me, 
because He was before me.’”) 

16 And from His fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 

17 For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 

18   No one has ever seen God; the only God, 
        who is at the Father’s side, He has made  
        him known. 
  

 
         
 
 
       
       
 


