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Key Verse 
 
Genesis 18v25 

 

Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that 

the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge [ פט ֵ ֲ פֹׁ פ  ] of all 

the earth do what is just?” 

 

 

 

Preface to the Scripture reading 

 

Genesis 18 starts out with these words:  

 

And the LORD appeared to him [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of 

his tent in the heat of the day. 

 

Some other Old Testament passages describe visitations by messengers or angels of 

God. Through this chapter, it reaffirms that the LORD Himself is present.  

If we try to conceive of this being God the Father, it doesn’t fit passages that teach  

us that no one has ever seen God (John 1v18; 6v46; 1 John 4v12). But this passage 

describes what I believe to be a Christophany—that is, an appearance of the  

pre-existent Christ; the eternal Son prior to being born into this world through the 

virgin Mary.  

 

What follows in these verses is a description of Abraham offering hospitality to these 

visitors and God’s announcement that Sarah will give birth to a son about that same 

time in the next year. 

 

Then we begin reading in Genesis 18v16 [Bible reading is from verse 16 to verse 33]. 
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In the World  
 
There are news reports of this type on all the time. Recently, I’ve noticed about a half 

dozen in the news that deal with matters in this area of courts and justice.  

 

There is a Canadian journalist who has been in prison in Egypt and is now out on bail. 

We had seen images of him in a caged area in the Egyptian courtroom with what 

appeared to be a panel of judges. The country of Egypt has been through a lot of 

turmoil and I think the focus of the legal system is to suppress opposition in society. 

 

Then, this week, a report came out about the conduct of the police officers and some 

judges in Ferguson, Missouri. You may recall the rioting that followed the shooting of 

a black youth by a white police officer. The report, released this past week, indicated 

that there have been arrests and court judgements that were racially motivated. 

 

Here, in Canada, there has been more coverage recently of arrests that were made in 

2012. This concerns a terrorist plot to do severe damage to a VIA train. The defendants 

are both Moslems but what is interesting here is the position taken by one of the men. 

He has refused a court lawyer, refused to participate in the trial and has essentially 

refused to acknowledge the authority of the Canadian court. Instead, he wants to be 

judged by the standards of the Quran and actually called the jury to repent. 

 

Then there is the case of a man who beheaded another passenger on a bus in Manitoba 

in 2008. He is now judged to be safe enough to be back on the streets for unsupervised 

day trips to Winnipeg. There has been a lot of public comment on that case. 

 

In the news, there are reports of many court cases going on in Canada and around the 

world. Judgements are being made by juries or by trial judges. Sentences are being 

handed down. Appeals are made. Sometimes, court decisions are overturned and cases 

are moved up through the judicial system to be heard, even to the highest level of 

human courts, the Supreme Court. Still, after that, the court of public opinion is 

divided about whether a ruling is wise and acceptable or otherwise. 

 

Oh yes . . . one other thing that I heard this past week was that “Judge Judy” has 

agreed to a television extension going to the year 2020. She’s tough. I wouldn’t want  

to be in her court. 

 

All of this leads into our topic for today’s message and the identity of God as a “Judge.” 

 

There will be two main points of application in today’s message. One is to trust God 

our Father in being a just judge, perfect in His decisions. The second point will be that 

we, as His children, should be committed to ways that are just in our own conduct as 

well as for the good of others.  
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The legal system 
 

A lifetime of observation reveals that in our society, the legal system is not necessarily 

the same as the justice system. Arrests and detentions are sometimes made in error. 

Innocent people are sometimes convicted. And guilty people are sometimes released 

on technicalities. 

 

Still, I believe that we are fortunate to live under the legal system that we have here  

in Canada because it has been founded on principles derived from biblical standards. 

We have an expectation of fairness in trying legal matters; of being considered 

innocent until proven guilty; of punishment that fits the crime. If things do not go 

perfectly in our legal system, it is because we are not perfect and human errors are 

made in judgement. But how do we view God’s judgements? 

 

 

The judgement upon Sodom 
 

The passage that we read today, from Genesis 18, is the third time that we look at the 

culture of Sodom in the experience of Abraham. 

 

The first time was when Abram’s nephew, Lot, chose to live in the direction of the city 

of Sodom. He judged that the land in that area was better grazing territory and left his 

uncle with second choice. 

 

The second time was when Abram rescued his nephew, Lot, from captivity. This 

happened after the King of Sodom lost in battle and, as a result, lost his population and 

possessions to another king. This included Lot and many other inhabitants of Sodom.  

 

So our Scripture reading from Genesis 18 is the third time that Abraham is affected by 

his nephew, Lot, and that association with Sodom. This will be the second time that he 

tries to rescue Lot from the ills and degradation of that city. 

 

 

Negotiating 
 

As I read the passage, it is almost humorous in its unfolding. It sounds like a child 

bargaining with a parent to stay up late. I remember how it used to go. Imagine this 

conversation between a child and his mother:  
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Mother – “You have to be in bed by 9:00. You have one hour to get ready. Start getting into 

your pyjamas.”  

 

Child – “Aw mom, can’t I stay up until 10:00 and watch the program with you?” 

 

Mother – “No. Bedtime is 9:00.” 

 

Child – “How about letting me watch half the program? I’ll only be up ‘til 9:30.” 

 

Mother – “No. Tomorrow is a school day. Get into your pyjamas. You have only 30 left 

minutes and then you go to bed.” 

 

Child – If I promise to go to bed earlier tomorrow night, can I stay up a bit later tonight?” 

 

We are only used to negotiating a few things in our society like house prices, car 

purchases and labour contracts. As young people, we may have tried to negotiate 

special privileges with our parents. But, generally, we accept things as they are. Could 

you imagine negotiating a parking or speeding ticket with an officer and, later, in front 

of a judge? Actually, when in court, you would wait upon the judge to give you his 

decision and would likely accept it as a final ruling. No negotiating going on there! 

 

 

Abraham’s negotiating 
 

This back-and-forth conversation between Abraham and the LORD probably appears 

very unusual to us. 

 

I don’t think that Abraham was negotiating with a focus on an outcome for the whole 

city of Sodom. I believe that he is, once again, showing kinsman loyalty by trying to 

rescue Lot and his family from destruction. 

 

God had made a promise to Abram and changed his name to Abraham in the plan to 

make him a father of a multitude of nations. And that is what we often linger on when 

thinking about Abraham—we linger on the promise of blessing. 

 

But look at verse 19 and the requirement of God that goes hand-in-hand with the 

promise. God says: 

 

“For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to 

keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring 

to Abraham what he has promised him.” 

 

The promise to Abraham had moral expectations framed in the words “doing 

righteousness and justice”—being upright and fair in the sight of God. 
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Do you think that God’s promises to us also carry moral expectations that include 

attention to justice? Personally, I don’t expect God to bless my life and our household 

if we neglect righteousness and justice. I believe that we need to have “clean hands,” 

so to speak, and clear consciences before God. 

 

Although we don’t sit as court judges, we still have a responsibility for upholding 

justice. God outlined that for Abraham— doing righteousness and justice—and He looks 

to all of His chosen people to manifest those same qualities. The half-sheet handout has 

some verses from the Minor Prophets that speak of God’s passion that justice be done. 

 

Well, back to the account of Abraham. He makes an appeal for mercy for the city of 

Sodom. He starts negotiating with the LORD. Now if Abraham believed that there 

were more than fifty righteous people in the city, this conversation would never have 

started. But Abraham appeals for mercy based on the number of fifty. He then shows 

his view of things by asking that the threshold number be lowered. Each time, the 

LORD grants Abraham his request until the number gets down to ten righteous people 

in the city. I don’t know the population of Sodom but it was big enough to have a king 

and an army. It certainly wasn’t any “four corners” village. Abraham seems to have 

confidence that ten righteous people would be found in the city and so, he stops 

negotiating at that number. 

 

More of the story follows in chapter 19. I believe that if there were ten righteous 

people in Sodom, God would have kept His word and it wouldn’t have been 

destroyed. All that we read about is the rescue of Lot and his family by messengers  

of God just before both Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed. 

 

Chapter 19v29 has this to say: 

 

So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God remembered Abraham and 

sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had 

lived.  

 

It says: “God remembered Abraham.” From this, I can’t even tell whether God regarded 

Lot as a righteous man. All I see is the mercy of God allowing Lot and his family to 

escape because God had regard for Abraham. 
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Judge of all the earth 
 

Some may read this account and think that God is harsh and even cruel. Perhaps you 

have heard people say, “If God is a God of love, how come . . .” and they’ll give some 

example of personal hardship or tragedy. I can’t answer why someone gets healed and 

another person does not. Why one hostage is released and another one is put to death. 

Why a tornado will rip through one town and completely miss another town close by. 

 

All we know in the case of Sodom was that there was “an outcry”—meaning something 

of great wickedness. It had come before the LORD and He judged that time had run 

out for that place. 

 

You can contrast that with the account of Nineveh in the book of Jonah. God’s prophet 

wanted to withhold a needful message to the people. God persisted with His prophet 

showing mercy to Jonah and to the entire population of the city of Nineveh—more 

than 120,000 persons. 

 

Two cities characterized as “wicked” with two different outcomes. I think we walk on 

shaky ground when we presume to know why God does as He does. We may have 

some notion but we certainly don’t have the bigger picture that He holds. And we 

don’t have the same insight into the heart of man that God does. 

 

With that, I feel that He qualifies as the highest Judge of all things. And that is how 

God is described in this passage of Genesis 18. That is how Abraham addresses God—

Judge of all the earth. 

 

In the Bible, we don’t see many references to God as “Judge.” Other names and titles 

appear much more often. In fact, this expression of God being “Judge of all the earth” 

occurs only here in Genesis 18 and it comes by way of an appeal from Abraham. So 

why should we give attention to such an isolated name of God? 

 

You know that when we pray, we will often speak to God as our “loving heavenly 

Father,”  “Almighty God,” “eternal God,” but we seldom speak to Him as “God our 

Judge.” Have you ever addressed Him as “Judge”? 

 

Yet, we know, whether it is the God of the Bible or whether some people worship 

pagan gods, there is an awareness that “the gods must be satisfied.” God operates to 

some set of standards and we will be judged according to those standards. And so, 

while we might not consciously express it, we understand that one of the aspects of 

God’s nature is that He is judge over all things and judge in the highest order. 
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People being judges 
 

Some people might not like this notion of judgement.  I’m not just talking about 

people in the church. You might hear someone say, “Who are you to judge me?”  

and they might even quote the famous line, “Judge not lest ye be judged.” But, at our 

human level, I think pretty well everybody makes judgements of some kind. We hear 

it in expressions like, “Those Maple Leafs have really fallen this season.” or “Did you see 

what she was wearing?” or “The government is really making a mess of things.” All those 

comments and criticisms are judgements.  

 

Every day and everywhere, people sit in judgement on other people and people even 

sit in judgement on God. Judging means that we hold some opinion or standard and 

we want to see if that standard has been adhered to or whether it has been violated. 

 

Here, again, I want to remind you that the God of the Bible is a God of divine 

perfections. We look at different aspects of the nature of God and deal with them as 

parts. We would speak and sing about His love, His holiness, His power, His wisdom. 

Our words are not adequate. Even theologians grapple with describing the nature of 

God. 

 

Do we see God as perfect and consistent in all His parts? If so, then, in any of His 

actions, He will not violate any aspect of His character in carrying out His plan. 

 

Consider this. We know from Scripture that God is love (1 John 4v8) but He is also a 

holy God (Psalm 99) and a just God (Revelation 16v7). In being a just God, does He 

suppress His love? or compromise His holiness? I would say “No!” He compromises 

nothing and upholds everything that He is. 

 

From an account in the book of Numbers (23v19) come these words: God is not man, 

that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he 

not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? 

 

 
Abraham was trying to change God’s mind 
 

In something of a rhetorical question, we read God to say (18v17): The LORD said, “Shall 

I hide from Abraham what I am about to do . . .?” 

 

Was Abraham hoping to change the LORD’s mind? I commend him for interceding on 

behalf of the city of Sodom though I think he was actually interceding on behalf of his 

nephew, Lot. Abraham stopped negotiating at too high a number. He stopped at ten, 

perhaps thinking that there were ten righteous people dwelling there.  
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But then, I believe that the outcry from the wickedness of the place had determined 

the judgement. What we see is the mercy of God to give Lot and his family another 

chance to obey and be saved. 

 

Through the Older Testament, there are many cases where God exercises judgement 

upon people’s conduct. In some of those cases, we don’t readily see the connection 

between the conduct and the judgement. But we do see some patterns. One pattern is 

that where there is sin, God does not look the other way or ignore it. An affront to His 

holiness requires some satisfaction and terms of settlement. 

 

But here is part of that pattern—under the Law, God provided the people with the 

means for dealing with personal sin as well as for sin in the camp. Animal sacrifice, as 

unpleasant as it was, became an act and a message for the people. “When you sin, you 

offend God and a price has to be paid. The animal will pay the price for you.” 

 

We might think this is harsh but, in fact, it shows the compassion and mercy of God 

towards the person. It was a substitutionary death—a sacrifice covering sin. 

 

God was communicating that He was holy and just but also compassionate. 

 

This pattern of repeated animal sacrifice had only temporary effectiveness. Yet, it laid 

the basis for the one, perfect sacrifice that would effectively deal with our sin—with all 

of my sins and all of your sins.  

 

Scripture tells us: Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood,  

and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.  (Hebrews 9v22) 

 

The apostle Peter writes about Jesus in these words (1 Peter 2v22-24):  

He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in His mouth. 

When He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten,  

but continued entrusting Himself to Him who judges justly. 

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin  

and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed. 

 

God does not suspend His role as Judge of all the earth. He is and will ever be just  

in His decisions. But what He has done for us is to provide the perfect sacrifice as a 

substitute to perfectly satisfy His own just requirements. 

 

In the cross of Jesus, we see both the justice and the compassion of God, our Father.  
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Sunday, March 8, 2015 

 

“Judge of all the earth” in Genesis 18 (ESV) 

 

Some things I believe about God: 

 

He is Judge over all the earth. 

 

He has a passion for “just” decisions. 

 

He knows the “case” better than anyone else. 

 

He has all the evidence; nothing is hidden from Him. 

 

He will be fair and impartial in His judgement. 

 

No matter what opinions people may have about me, God has the final say. His 

opinion is what matters most. 

 

If others have rendered “unfair” judgements about me, I will, in the end, be vindicated 

by God.  (Psalms 26, 35, 43) 

 

Whatever I have ever done to offend God can be covered by the sacrifice and blood of 

Jesus. I would have to say of myself “guilty” but, then, accept that the penalty has 

already been paid. In Christ,  

I am “set free.” 

 

For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus  

from the law of sin and death.  (Romans 8v2) 

 

I know that I would rather trust in the “decisions” of God than in any court of human 

opinion. 
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Listen to some passages from the prophets in the latter books of the Old Testament. 

 

Micah 6v8 

8  

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

In Amos chapter 5, there are three references to justice: 

 

14 

Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be 

with you, as you have said. 

15 

Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the LORD, the 

God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

 

22 

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; 

and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 

23 

Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 

24 

But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 

In Hosea 2, God speaks to Israel with the image of a husband to a bride: 

 

19 

And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in 

justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. 

 

Then again, in chapter 12 

 

6 

“So you, by the help of your God, return, hold fast to love and justice, and wait 

continually for your God.” 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 


