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Title: They Were Amazed – The Animals: Reacting No. 201428 

Venue: Tyrrell Baptist Church 

Date: December 7, 2014 

Scripture: Luke 2v1-7 

Call to Worship: Isaiah 9v2-7 

Main Idea: Reacting – Jesus came for people 

All Scripture is from the New American Standard Version unless otherwise indicated 

 

 

Hymns: –  Joy to the World        

   –  Away in a Manger 

   –  O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

Scripture Reading  

 

Isaiah 9 

2  The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, 

The light will shine on them.  3  Thou shalt multiply the nation, Thou shalt increase their 

gladness; They will be glad in Thy presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men 

rejoice when they divide the spoil.  4  For Thou shalt break the yoke of their burden and 

the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of Midian.   

5  For every boot of the booted warrior in the [battle] tumult, And cloak rolled in blood, 

will be for burning, fuel for the fire.  6  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to 

us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7  There will be no 

end to the increase of [His] government or of peace, On the throne of David and over  

his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then  

on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this. 

 

 

Luke 2 

1  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 

entire Roman world.  2  (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.)  3  And everyone went to his own town to register.  4  So Joseph also 

went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 

because he belonged to the house and line of David.  5  He went there to register with 

Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  6  While they 

were there, the time came for the baby to be born,  7  and she gave birth to her firstborn, 



2 

 

 

a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 

room for them in the inn.   



 

 

Introduction 
 

I want you to use your imagination. Try to put yourself in that setting in the little 

town of Bethlehem. Try to picture the scene on that day when our Lord Jesus was 

born. 

 

When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, there was no inn at which they could 

stay and spend the night. There was no room for them, but some kindly innkeeper 

allowed them to stay in the stable just to help them out. 

 

And so, baby Jesus was wrapped in cloths and placed in the straw-filled feeding 

trough called a manger.  

 

 . . . if you listen with your imagination, you might hear the sounds of that first 

night after baby Jesus was born. 

 

Perhaps you hear the muffled sound of people who are inside the inn. They’ve 

finished their meals and now they are talking and laughing and whiling away the 

evening hours. 

  

Perhaps in the distance, you hear someone calling out another person’s name.  

Along the street you hear the clanking of armor and heavy footsteps in unison as the 

Roman soldiers pass by on their nightly patrol. 

 

But inside the stable there are different noises. Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus are 

in the midst of a number of different kinds of animals.  

 . . . you hear the gentle cooing of a dove above in the rafters . . . and you hear 

the sound of dry straw being pushed around as the donkey shuffles about and, 

occasionally, she stamps her hoof on the dry ground almost as though to make a 

point.  

 

And then there are a few sheep also sharing the stable. They don’t make much noise 

. . . only the rhythmic chewing and every so often one makes a low “baaaing” sound. 

 

I’m just trying to imagine what it would have been like on that night when Mary 

and Joseph and baby Jesus first stayed in the stable. The animals had seen people 

come in and go out from their stable. That people were there that night wouldn’t 

have been so unusual but then! . . . there is a sound that they have never heard!!! 

 

Each of the animals has a sound that they would make, but on that night . . . that 

silent night . . . they were quiet and so . . . they could hear that strange sound.  



 

 

That sound that they had never heard before. 

It wasn’t the sound of a dove . . .  

It certainly wasn’t the sound of a donkey . . . 

It was close, but it wasn’t the sound of a sheep either . . . 

 

Why . . . it’s the sound of a baby!  

 

The hymn, “Away in a Manger” has a line that says, “little Lord Jesus, no crying he 

makes.” Well, I believe that he would cry at some time just like any other baby and 

he would make gurgling sounds just like any other baby. And, the animals in that 

stable would probably listen to that strange sound. 

 

For over twenty-five years we have had dogs in our households and they have been 

most curious when it comes to strange sounds. Our last dog, Laci, was most alert. If 

the television was on and the program had the sound of a doorbell, that would set 

the dog running towards the front door. If there was sound of barking, her ears 

would perk up and even the image and barking of a dog on the television screen 

would get some attention until she realized that there is no dog scent in the air. One 

other thing that caused her to pay particular attention was the sound of a child 

crying. Probably it sounds like a puppy’s whimpering. She would cock her head 

from side to side trying to figure out what the message was. 

 

I think that it might have been the same that rather silent night in the stable. 

In an animal-sort-of-way, they were probably amazed at this thing that was new to 

their hearing. 

 

A dove would be used to hearing a cheep . . .  cheep . . .  cheep of its babies. 

 

A  donkey would be used to hearing the funny, faltering eehaw . . . eehaw . . . 

eehaw of its babies. 

 

A sheep would be used to hearing the weak  baa . . . baa . . .  baa of its babies. 

 

But this strange crying of a human baby would cause them to become alert. 

 

I imagine that the donkey’s ears would go up and it would cock its head and stare in 

the direction where the sound comes from. 

 

 



 

 

 

Is this the sound of danger? No, it’s the sound of a harmless, little, baby boy! 

They would soon sense that there was nothing to fear but they would never know 

as we know . . . that this baby was a special person and had been born for a special 

purpose. 

 

It is not the sound of danger. But it is the defining sound of the first Christmas. 

 

John tells us in his gospel . . . 

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us . . .”  

 

At this point in the passage that we read earlier in the service, the shepherds have 

not yet appeared. Neither had the three magi from the east. They arrive much later. 

 

From the Bible account of the birth of Jesus, it appears that Mary and Joseph are in 

the stable with some animals. Try to imagine . . . perhaps the innkeeper has brought 

some food. Maybe his wife or a neighbour helped with the delivery of the newborn 

child. We don’t know. 

 

It may have been that animals outnumbered people. 

 

We see animals in many of those little nativity crèche scenes. After all, it was an 

animal stable. The baby was wrapped in strips of cloth and when not by Mary’s side, 

Jesus was placed in a food trough probably with straw cushioning his bed. 

 

The animals probably reacted to those new sounds that night. But, the events 

surrounding Jesus’ birth did not drastically change things for animals.  

They basically served man’s needs then and continue to do so now.  

 

Yet, the condition of animals is spoken of in the Bible. Listen to this passage by the 

apostle Paul in the book of Romans . . . 

 

 



 

 

 

Romans 8 - The Living Bible 

19  For all creation is waiting patiently and hopefully for that future day when God will 

resurrect his children.  20  For on that day thorns and thistles, sin, death, and decay --the 

things that overcame the world against its will at God's command--will all disappear, and 

the world around us will share in the glorious freedom from sin which God's children 

enjoy. 21  22  For we know that even the things of nature, like animals and plants, suffer 

in sickness and death as they await this great event. 23  And even we Christians, although 

we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, also groan to be released 

from pain and suffering. We, too, wait anxiously for that day when God will give us our 

full rights as his children, including the new bodies he has promised us--bodies that will 

never be sick again and will never die. 

 

The Bible tells us that all of creation is subject to frustration because of sin. But Paul 

does tell us that the situation will change with the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

 

If we look back into the writings of the prophet Isaiah, we find a Messianic passage 

describing the first coming of Jesus. 

 

Isaiah 11 

1  Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will  

bear fruit.  2  And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord.  3  And He will delight in the fear of the Lord, And He will not judge by what 

His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear;  4  But with righteousness He 

will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will 

strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the 

wicked.  5  Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt 

about His waist.   

 

If we continue on in this passage from v5 into v6, we see again that the Messianic 

rule will, in time, bring healing to all of creation.  

 

6  And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the kid,  

And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them.  

7  Also the cow and the bear will graze; Their young will lie down together; And the lion 

will eat straw like the ox.  8  And the nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And 

the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den.  9  They will not hurt or destroy in 

all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord As the waters 

cover the sea.  10  Then it will come about in that day That the nations will resort to the 

root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be 

glorious. 

 



 

 

 

And so, eventually, even animals will receive a benefit because this baby was born.  

But we must be clear in our understanding as to why Jesus was born. 

 

The apostle Paul tells us in words that are straightforward and compelling . . . 

12  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me 

faithful, putting me into service;  13  even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a 

persecutor and a violent aggressor. And yet I was shown mercy, because I acted 

ignorantly in unbelief;  14  and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the 

faith and love which are [found] in Christ Jesus.   

 

Now listen to this statement of purpose . . . 

15  It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost [of all.]  16  And yet for this reason I 

found mercy, in order that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His 

perfect patience, as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.   

[1 Timothy 1] 

 

It was to help men and women, boys and girls that Jesus was born into this world. 

 

The gospel of John does not have the Christmas story written in it but it does, very 

clearly, tell us the real reason for celebrating Christmas. 

 

John 1 

9  There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.   

10  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not 

know Him.  11  He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  

12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 

[even] to those who believe in His name, 13  who were born not of blood, nor of the will 

of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14  And the Word became flesh, and 

dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, 

full of grace and truth. 

 

John 3 

16  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

 

John 17 

3  Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom you have sent. 

 

 



 

 

 

You may wonder why I included the animals in this advent series on “They were 

amazed.” 

 

It is worthwhile to be reminded about God’s intentions for restoring His creation to 

a harmonious state in the end times. But I don’t want to divert your attention from 

what is truly important. 

 

It would be within the nature of the animals to react to this strange sound of a baby. 

Describing their reaction in human terms— they might have been amazed. 

 

They would soon sense that there was nothing to fear but they would never know— 

as we know—that this baby was a very special person and had been born for a very 

special purpose. 

 

For our part, in all of our human understanding, we should be amazed at the great 

love that God has for us. He sent Jesus to be our Saviour.  

 

The title you read in the bulletin:    They were amazed – The Animals: Reacting. 

Perhaps it is not really fitting to think of animals being amazed. That is more of a 

human reaction. 

 

But it is fitting for me to think about my reaction to the coming of Jesus.  

Is it still one of amazement and gratitude?  

 

On this Sunday morning, what is your reaction to the coming of Jesus? 

 

 

 


