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Call to Worship 
 
Colossians 1v19-23 

 

19 

For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

20 

and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the blood of His cross. 

21 

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 

22 

He has now reconciled in His body of flesh by His death, in order to present you holy 

and blameless and above reproach before Him, 

23 

if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the 

gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven . . . 

 

 

Mark 1 

 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples  

16 

Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon 

casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 

17 

And Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men." 

18 

And immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 

19 

And going on a little farther, He saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who 

were in their boat mending the nets. 

20 

And immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 

hired servants and followed Him. 
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Fishing in Finland 

 

In 1976, I was in Finland and it was there that I rededicated my life to Christ. My plans 

had been to stay there to continue my career as a ship’s officer but that wasn’t going to 

happen. Anyways, I got in contact with the family of a Finnish merchant seaman that  

I had met a number of years before in the Port of Montreal. He was away at sea and so 

his brothers and parents entertained me for a few days. One special experience was to 

go out fishing with them around dusk on a crisp October evening. Finland has over 

188,000 lakes and I don’t know which one we were on. The reason we went out at 

dusk was to check their nets for any catch of the day. It was like the scene from John 21 

when Peter was fishing all night and Jesus asked "Children, do you have any fish?" They 

answered him, "No."  Well, in our case the net was empty that evening so they did what 

any self-respecting fisherman would do. They steered their boat to a dock where they 

could buy a fish to take home. I don’t speak Finnish so I don’t know whether they told 

their mother they caught or bought the fish for that evening’s dinner. 

 

 

Introduction 

 

Perhaps you noticed in today’s reading from the Gospel of Mark—in just 5 verses— he 

used the expression “immediately” twice. If you go back and read from the first verse of 

this first chapter, you’ll see that Mark uses the word “immediately” four times in the 

first twenty verses. 

 

In my introduction to this series on the Gospel of Mark, I told you that it was fast paced. 

“Immediately”—no dilly-dallying around. 

 

Mark tells us that when John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee and was proclaiming 

the gospel of God. And it was here along the shores of the Sea of Galilee that he met 

some fishermen—brothers Simon and Andrew, also two other brothers, James and 

John, who were the sons of Zebedee. 

 

Jesus called the first two brothers and they “immediately” left their nets to follow Him. 

Then Jesus “immediately” called the sons of Zebedee and they, too, left their nets to 

follow Him. 

 

Quickly, suddenly, immediately—four grown men left gainful employment to become 

disciples of a rabbi of no fixed address and without any apparent means of support. 

 

If that happened today to someone you know, how crazy would that seem? 
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Well, I’m here today to tell you, as in the title of this message, Yes, you, too, are called! 

 

But let’s take a closer look at these verses of Mark as well as look at some current 

attitudes and practices in the church. 

 

 

The calling of disciples 
 

Earlier in this chapter, we see that Jesus was driven out into the wilderness by the 

Spirit and was fasting. Mark doesn’t tell us specifically what Jesus was doing but this 

time is regarded as preparation for public ministry. 

 

We see in Luke’s Gospel (6v12) that Jesus spent all night in prayer just before calling 

His twelve disciples who were designated as apostles. I am pretty sure that during 

Jesus’ time in the wilderness, he was praying about who would be on His team. 

 

When Jesus encounters Andrew at his fishing nets, we are actually seeing a man who 

had been a disciple of John the baptizer. 

 

In John’s Gospel (1v35-36, 40-41), we hear about Andrew’s preparation for this call. 

 

35

 . . . John was standing with two of his disciples, 

36 

and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" 

40 

One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother. 

41 

He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" 

(which means Christ). 

 

Although Andrew had been in the flow of things, this is pretty fast. Jesus says,  

“I want you and you and you and you.” 

 

How would you have responded? 

 

 

Being “called” today 
 

It happens in our time that some people might announce, “I believe that God is calling 

me to Christian ministry . . .” and it might be followed by “. . . as a missionary” or “. . . as 

a pastor.” Or it could be an announcement like “God has called me to serve Him in . . .” 

and the person will name some country overseas. I think that the call to missionary 

service is happening less and less among our Canadian churches but you might 

recognize the pattern of a person saying that he or she has been called. 
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I got a literal telephone call that projected my life and Lynne and me, as a married 

couple, in the direction of overseas missionary service with Operation Mobilization.  

It is a long story but basically I had been praying and saying “Lord I am willing to go” 

and then found that I had to make a decision between going with OM or going to 

Lakehead University where I had already been accepted for Teacher’s College. 

 

We get some notions about Christian service from the Bible where God commissioned 

(and it was mostly men) to go and be prophets or missionaries to distant places. I don’t 

take any issue with the stories coming from the Bible but I do have a problem with the 

ill-conceived notions that have developed about God’s call to serve Him and about the 

calling of Jesus’ twelve apostles being exclusive. 

 
 
“Sacred” and the “secular” 

 

You are familiar with terms like “sacred” and “secular.” If we listen to a Christian radio 

station like WDCX, we expect to hear sacred music. If you listen to Jewel 92, they play 

what some call secular music. You come to a worship service and expect to hear 

hymns and choruses that we would call “sacred music.” The other stuff out there is 

secular music.  

 

Isn’t that the way we use those terms and perhaps, even the way we think? 

 

Well, that type of thinking has been extended to other areas of life and work. 

 

Improper distinctions are made about church stuff being “sacred” and the rest being 

“secular.” I’ve heard Christians speak of their own work in factories and offices as 

“secular” work. We’ll take a look at that shortly. 

   

Because we make church work out to be sacred work, other types of distinctions have 

developed. For example, some talk about church pastors being “The Clergy” and 

everybody else being “The Laity.” I’ve read that type of language in articles and books 

and have heard it in conversations. A document from our area Association makes a 

distinction between “pastors” and “lay people.” On occasions, I’ve even heard pastors 

talk in those terms like it is an “Us” and “Them” classification. I don’t like hearing that. 

I don’t like those distinctions. Frankly, I believe that type of thinking is harmful to the 

church and is contrary to the commissioning that Jesus gave to His disciples. We’ll also 

take a look at that shortly. 

 

For now, let’s go back to this morning’s text of Scripture in Mark 1. 
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Jesus spent all that time in the wilderness preparing Himself. My guess is that the 

strategy for His public ministry was becoming clear and firm through that time alone. 

 

Now, who did Jesus call? Simon, Andrew, James and John. 

 

Wait a minute Jesus! What are you doing? These guys are just fishermen doing secular work. 

This is a bad strategy. Why didn’t you go to some of the synagogues in the area or to the 

Temple in Jerusalem. You could have easily found men who have been in training, learning 

Torah and the writings of the prophets. Those men have immersed themselves in sacred 

work for a few years and you could certainly find a dozen men who would become your 

disciples. What you’re doing does not seem sensible. Not only are these men not religious 

workers but they are not even well educated. This is a bad move! 

 

Well, Jesus called some blue collar workers to be his followers and then spent three 

years developing them so that they could carry on His ministry. 

 

Some time later, after Jesus’ resurrection, there was a time of confrontation between 

the Jewish religious leaders and the followers of Jesus. Peter spoke, saying: 

 

This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 

cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved."  (Acts 4v11-12) 

 

Here is how those in the world assessed them (Acts 4v13): 

 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 

uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been 

with Jesus. 

1. they were uneducated men 

2. they had spent time with Jesus 

 

You know, I have a number of certificates, diplomas and a few awards but the thing 

that would be my greatest recognition is if people could say, “You have spent time with 

Jesus!” 

 

Now, I want to assure you that I am not diminishing the value of seminary education 

or theological studies. Lynne and I both studied in a seminary together for one year 

because a mission group we were to join set that as a requirement—and that wasn’t 

Operation Mobilization. In fact, OM takes people with varied work backgrounds and 

provides discipleship training during the time they are on teams. I joined OM as a 

ship’s officer. After returning from overseas the second time, we did continue our 

seminary studies simply because we wanted to learn more about God and the Bible.  

It was not with the goal of becoming pastors. In fact, when I graduated I went back 

into retail work and managed the college and seminary bookstore for a few years.  
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Some church people see Bible College or seminary as job training to become a pastor. 

Well, there is a lot that could be said about that but I will always maintain that serving 

as a pastor is not a “job” and should never be seen as a career path. It is a role in a 

church to which a person has been called to serve.  

 
 
Christian service 

 

But, you know, we tend to refer to some things as “Christian service” and then, have 

this notion that there is the rest. And the rest is what we might refer to as “secular” 

work. And sometimes the “rest” is not considered the best. But that would be an error 

in thinking. 

 

I was reading an article on the Internet written by a pastor in the Toronto area who 

was talking about men who are successful and skilled in the business community.  

His opinion was that they should put aside their jobs and put their talents to work  

“in ministry.” I was shocked and disappointed that he should have such a narrow 

view of what ministry is and fail to see the strategic opportunities that there are for 

Christians in the workplace.   

 

If you read the book of Acts, you’ll see that the ministries of the early church were 

carried out in the marketplace and from home to home. Growing numbers came to 

faith in Christ where they were actually active on a daily basis—where they were 

living out their lives. 

 

In today’s text from Mark 1, Jesus called these disciples to Himself at their workplace. 

We do see Simon, Andrew, James and John leaving their nets to follow Jesus. But 

please don’t interpret that as leaving employment to go into Christian ministry! They 

were literally to walk where Jesus walked and learn from him what He had to teach. 

They couldn’t do mission from inside the boat. Jesus was going to let them remain as 

fishermen but there would be a new ingathering as fishers of men. Often in the Gospel 

accounts, we see them back in their boats and just after the resurrection of Jesus, Peter 

and the others are described as returning back to work, fishing. 

 

I don’t know what you were doing when Jesus called you into relationship with 

Himself or what you have been doing for the rest of your working days. But when He 

called you to Himself, “Yes, you, too, were called into ministry!” 
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Doing everything for the Lord 
 

Let’s look at a perspective that Paul puts on this in Colossians 3: 

 

16

 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 

to God.  

 

Paul is writing to the whole church not just pastors and leaders. And what he has just 

described sounds like ministry everyone is to be carrying on. He didn’t write this to a 

choir or to the worship leader. “Minister to one another.” Then he says: 

 

17

 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

23

 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 

 

Do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ . . . whatever you do 

 

For me, that meant that wherever I worked—on a ship or in a store or in the 

classroom, what I was doing was being done in the name of Jesus and for His glory 

and honour. 

 

For all of us, what Paul said about “working heartily for the Lord” in “whatever you do” 

should be a convincing argument that the Christian’s labours and activities are in the 

realm of the “sacred.” 

 

We might be better describing things as “Christian” versus “non-Christian” rather than 

“sacred” versus “secular.”  

 

There are many verses in the New Testament about being called of God and what it 

means for us. Most often, it describes entering into relationship with God through 

Jesus Christ.  

 

38 

And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

39 

For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls to Himself." 

 

But there is also a sense in which your calling involves being something special and 

this is a description, not of just a few, but of every Christian: 

 

9

 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light. 
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You see, one of your ministries is to proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you. 

How are you doing in that? 

 

 

Let’s review 
 

As we finish off this morning, let’s briefly return to the account of Jesus calling His first 

disciples to make some observations. 

 

1. They were not religious professionals. They were working people. 

2. James and John probably had a bit of a privileged situation. Their father had 

employees. It sounds like a prosperous fishing business. So everybody’s 

experience and background is not the same.  

3. You will see that the disciples will get on each other’s nerves. Sounds a bit like 

church life in our time. 

4. Jesus loves to involve family members together in discipleship. 

5. Jesus calls people to follow Him. Coming to Him is salvation.  

6. Jesus will send out His followers. Going out for Him is service.  

7. Following Jesus involves commitment even to the extent of putting aside the 

things that provide financial and material security. 

8. Following Jesus will involve walking with Him day by day. A once-a-week 

Sunday church service is not sufficient. 

9. Jesus will transform our life and work experience into ministry opportunities. 

The disciples did become “fishers of men.” 

 

The primary thing is to recognize that Jesus has called you into relationship with 

Himself. 

 

What you do in your daily activities is of secondary importance. God will develop you 

and involve you in ministry wherever you may be as you commit yourself to serve 

Him. In the workplace, in the home, in employment, in retirement, in volunteer 

work—whatever, wherever—seek to serve where God gives you opportunities 

because “Yes, you, too, are called into ministry!” 
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Outline of Mark from ESV Study Bible 

 

Introduction (1:1–15) 

 

Demonstration of Jesus’ Authority (1:16–8:26) 

Jesus’ early Galilean ministry (1:16–3:12) 

 

Jesus’ later Galilean ministry (3:13–6:6) 

Calling of the Twelve (3:13–35) 

Parables (4:1–34) 

Nature miracle, exorcism, and healing (4:35–5:43) 

Rejection at Nazareth (6:1–6) 

 

Work beyond Galilee (6:7–8:26) 

Sending of the Twelve (6:7–13) 

Death of John the Baptist (6:14–56) 

Teachings on moral defilement (7:1–23) 

Opening to Gentiles (7:24–30) 

Additional miracles in Decapolis and Bethsaida (7:31–8:26) 

 

Testing Jesus’ Authority in Suffering (8:27–16:8) 

Journey to Jerusalem (8:27–10:52) 

Peter’s confession (8:27–33) 

Call to discipleship (8:34–9:1) 

Transfiguration and healing (9:2–29) 

Instruction on discipleship: putting others first (9:30–50) 

Instruction on discipleship: divorce, wealth, humility (10:1–52) 

Entering and judging Jerusalem (11:1–13:37) 

Triumphal entry to Jerusalem (11:1–11) 

Jesus’ judgment on religious leaders (11:12–12:44) 

Jesus and the coming judgment (13:1–37) 

Death and resurrection in Jerusalem (14:1–16:8) 

Betrayal (14:1–52) 

Trial (14:53–15:20) 

Crucifixion and resurrection (15:21–16:8) 

 

[4. “Longer ending of Mark” (16:9–20; see note)] 


