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Call to Worship 

 

(Psalm 25v1-10) 

 

[1] To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. [2] O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to 

shame; let not my enemies exult over me. [3] Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put 

to shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. [4] Make me to know 

your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. [5] Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you 

are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long. [6] Remember your mercy, O 

LORD, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. [7] Remember not the sins 

of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for the 

sake of your goodness, O LORD! [8] Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs 

sinners in the way. [9] He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his 

way. [10] All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep 

his covenant and his testimonies. 

 
Imagine  

 
Imagine that Jesus were to come to Simcoe today just as He came to the area around 

Galilee two millennia ago. He meets you in the Walmart or Food Basics or perhaps in 

the Library and He invites you to be part of His group of twelve closest disciples.  

 

Simon Peter  

Andrew  

James the son of Zebedee  

John 

Philip  

Bartholomew 

Thomas  

Matthew 

James the son of Alphaeus  

Thaddaeus 

Simon the Zealot 

[Your Name] 
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How do you feel? 

What’s going through your mind? 

 

You make a decision. What is your decision? 

Then you say, “Yes Jesus, I will follow you!” 

 

Forget about being a Christian. That word has not been invented yet. 

Forget about going to church services. There is no church. 

 

There is just this Jewish rabbi—a man that John the baptizer pointed to saying, 

“Behold the Lamb of God!” 

 

You have been called and you have responded. You have laid aside everything else 

in order to follow Jesus. It’s as simple as that. 

 

What do you think you’ll get from joining up with this man Jesus? 

Where will He take you? 

What will you be doing? 

What will you be learning? 

 

You’ve said “Yes” to joining His group.  

 

It is interesting to think, first, why would you respond to His call? 

And, second, what would you hope to gain or to learn?  

 

You must be looking to get something out of the experience. 

 

It’s funny to think that “religion” wasn’t even in the line of work for these other men. 

Sure, they were Jews with a faith in the God of Israel. They might even be classified 

as devout men. You, too, could be included and classified as a devout person. 

 

But to lay aside their fishing nets and other gear; and for Matthew to give up a 

lucrative business as a tax gatherer—there must have been something compelling in 

the summons of Jesus to follow Him. 

 

In any case, you have become a disciple of Jesus. 

 

The word “disciple” literally means “learner.” Sometimes, when we hear the word 

“disciple,” we tend to transform it in our think to portraying a follower. Certainly, 

these first disciples were followers. How else could they have learned what Jesus 

would teach them if they had not followed Him? 

 

Let’s transfer this scene into present-day terms. 
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Are you a follower of Jesus? Not just called a “Christian,” but one who actually seeks 

to follow a living Saviour and Lord. If so, then as a disciple, you are to be a learner as 

well as a follower. The two really are inseparable. 

 

So, as the title of this sermon asks, “What do you want to learn?”  

 

The question relates to the meaning of “disciple” as one who learns. 

 

Last Sunday, we saw that our Lord’s Great Commission was that, in our going,  He 

wants His disciples to disciple others—from all people groups. 

 

Now, have you ever taught someone something? To bake a cake? To build a house? 

To drive a car? To read? To write? To pray? 

 

If you have taught someone else to do something, then what was the expectation on 

you? Wouldn’t it be that you have first learned to do it yourself? 

 

Here is where we will look at the fourth row in the chart that has led us through this 

weekly series of sermons. 

 

 

Discipled 
 

Who has invested  
in your life? 

 

< DELIBERATE > 
 

intentional activity 
following Jesus’ strategy 

to multiply and add to His 
kingdom 

 

Discipling 
 

In whose life are you  
now investing? 

 

 

Jesus spent three years in public ministry—teaching, preaching, healing, counselling, 

feeding, showing compassion, demonstrating the nature of God’s kingdom. During 

that time, He invested himself, in a very particular way, in twelve men. Jesus was 

intentional in making disciples. When the time came, after His resurrection, He 

charged these same people to, in turn, disciple others. 

 

There was an intentionality in the pattern that Jesus left for His first disciples that  

was foundational for the future of the church that He has been building. 

 

Let’s look at some passages from the New Testament that show this pattern of 

intentional discipleship. This most clearly comes through the writings and example  

of the Apostle Paul. 
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Paul wrote both to whole groups of people that had gathered as churches in major 

cities as well as writing to individuals like Timothy, Titus and Philemon. 

 

In his first letter to the church in Corinth, written sometime between AD 53 and 55, 

Paul gives us this insight: 

 

I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my 

beloved children. For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not  

have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  

I urge you, then, be imitators of me. That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved 

and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them 

everywhere in every church. (1 Corinthians 4v14-17) 

 

Paul relates to the people there as a father would to his child.  

He feels a close relationship with them. 

He wants them to imitate him. That means their behaviour and practices would 

follow his own. 

He sends Timothy, one who is like a child of his in the faith, to remind them of his 

ways and  

he tells them that he does this consistently across all churches where he has been. 

 

In all of this, do you see the element of teaching and transfer based on a special 

relationship? 

 

Well, we just saw Timothy mentioned in that passage. Let’s look at some words of 

Paul in his personal letter to Timothy 

 

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what 

you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men 

who will be able to teach others also. (2 Timothy 2v1-2) 

 

Very clearly, Paul has had input into Timothy’s life, probably as much by example  

as by words. Here, Paul wants the younger man to entrust what he has to faithful 

men—men who will in turn teach others. 

 

It is very clear that there is a succession—Paul to Timothy; Timothy to faithful ones, 

those faithful ones to yet another round of learners. 
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Now, Paul wrote to another man who had a ministry in a church. These words were 

written to Titus. 

 

For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not be  

arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, but 

hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. He  

must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give 

instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it. (Titus 1v7-9) 

 

Talking about an overseer, it would be one of the leaders in a church like an elder. 

You could also apply this to a deacon if you don’t have elders because these are some 

basic qualities of a Christian leader. 

 

First, the person has a stewardship from God. That is something that has been given 

and is to be used for God’s glory and as directed. There are personal and spiritual 

qualities for an overseer yet we will go to the latter part of this passage. 

 

The person “must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught.” OK. Someone has 

taught this person some things that must be held onto. But it doesn’t stop there.  

That person must then turn around and give instruction in sound doctrine. So here,  

is a series of two transfers through teaching. 

 

You know that when we went to school, we were taught something but how often  

did a teacher expect us to teach others? I know that good teachers hope for the best in 

their students and some application of learning. Yet, in these writings of Paul, there is 

a sense that what has been learned has to be transferred to others and then once more. 

 

We’ll look into one more passage, this time from Paul’s first letter to the believers in 

Thessalonica. 

 

We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 

prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labour of 

love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers loved 

by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, 

but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what 

kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators 

of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of 

the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 

and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in 

Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we 

need not say anything. For they themselves report concerning us the kind of 

reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the 

living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 

dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. (1 Thessalonians 1v2-10) 
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The good news about Jesus Christ had come to them in word. It came into their lives 

by the Holy Spirit with full conviction but also in the midst of affliction. 

 

Paul reminds them of the example he and others proved to be when they were 

together. He then commends them for being an example to other churches. 

 

Do you see the transfer by living example? But Paul also says that the word sounded 

forth from them to others. The word came to them and the word sounded forth from 

them. 

 

 

Imitators 
 

We heard, in the passage that we read from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, that he 

wanted them to be imitators of him. 

 

Later, in the same letter, he again says be imitators. Here is what he wrote—simple 

and straightforward. 

 

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. (1 Corinthians 11v1) 

 

Here again, Paul is pointing to two transfers—from Christ to him to them. 

 

Important is that it is not just knowledge or information that is being transferred but 

the attitude and behaviours of Christ. 

 

Jesus Christ intentionally poured Himself into others and He expects His disciples to 

do the same. 

 

So the questions:  Who were the Christians who poured their lives into yours? 

  And in whose life have you been pouring yours?  

 

Back in November of 2011, the Lord worked in my mind and heart to respond to the 

message and pattern of Jesus’ ministry. The message of the Great Commission to 

“make disciples” is something that I had lived with for over 35 years but had never 

acted upon in any consistent manner. We had experienced a “lifestyle discipleship” 

approach when Lynne and I served with Operation Mobilization for two years. But 

coming back to Canada, we fell into a pattern of thinking that church programs and 

attending services was the same as “making disciples.”  

 

Some of that happens but how many Christians feel adequately equipped to disciple 

another person? 



7 
 

Bret Maukonen, 2014 

There are many in our churches that are good examples. But how many feel 

adequately equipped to take a less mature Christian under wing and develop a 

relationship like Paul had with Timothy—a relationship where a mature Christian 

would pour his or her life into the life of one who needs to grow as a disciple? 

 

We have a book that both Lynne and I have read. The title is  

It is about intentionality in what we are and do as Christians and it is wonderful to see 

what God will do when we act on a conscious, intentional decision to make disciples.  

 

Introducing people to Christ; seeing them make a decision to follow Him;  

spending time nurturing them towards spiritual maturity; equipping them for 

ministry (and I’m not talking about ministry as the sole responsibility of a pastor  

but, rather, actual “every member ministry.”) 

 

It might seem scary to you but I don’t think Jesus expected anything less to happen. 

When He handed over the responsibility of making disciples to that small group,  

He pronounced that they would continue on as witnesses and as workers for God’s 

kingdom purposes.  

 

Let’s look at that fourth line of the grid again. 

 

 

Discipled 
 

Who has invested  
in your life? 

 

< DELIBERATE > 
 

intentional activity 
following Jesus’ strategy 

to multiply and add to His 
kingdom 

 

Discipling 
 

In whose life are you  
now investing? 

 

What do we do about it? 

 

First, be convinced that this is what Jesus wants to see. 

 

Second, reflect on your experience as a Christian to consider those who have given of 

their example, counsel and teaching to help you grow in your Christian life. 

 

Third, commit yourself to a disciple-making approach in this place. 

 

Fourth, be prepared to engage in growing yourself as a disciple. We all need to 

experience some growth in some area of life—heart, soul, mind and strength. 

 

Fifth, be prepared to invest in the life of someone else who needs to grow to maturity 

in Christ. 

 

For me, in this matter of discipleship, I want to learn to be more like Jesus so that  

I can better help others become His disciples. What do you want to learn?  


