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Title: They Were Amazed – Mary: Risking No. 201427 

Venue: Tyrrell Baptist Church 

Date: November 30, 2014 

Scripture: Luke 1v26-38 ; 39-56 

Call to Worship: Isaiah 7v13,14 

Main Idea: Risking – The obedient heart at a place of risk 

All Scripture is from the New American Standard Version unless otherwise indicated 

 

 

Hymns: – Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus      

   – Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming 

   – Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee (Communion song) 

 

Service includes Communion 

 

Isaiah 7v13,14  

 

Then he said, “Listen now, O house of David! 

Is this too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men,  

that you will try the patience of my God as well? 

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will 

be with child and bear a son, and she will call his name Immanuel.” 
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Scripture Reading 
 

Luke 1 

26  Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee, called 

Nazareth,  27  to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of 

David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  28  And coming in, he said to her, “Hail, favored 

one! The Lord [is] with you.”  29  But she was greatly troubled at [this] statement, and kept 

pondering what kind of salutation this might be.  30  And the angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  31  “And behold, you will conceive in 

your womb, and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  32  “He will be great, and will 

be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His 

father David;  33  and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom will 

have no end. “   

34  And Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  35  And the angel 

answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy offspring shall be called the Son of 

God.  36  “And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old 

age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month.  37  “For nothing will be 

impossible with God.”  38  And Mary said, “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; be it done 

to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.   

 

XXX [Mary’s account] 

 

39  Now at this time Mary arose and went with haste to the hill country, to a city of Judah,   

40  and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.  41  And it came about that 

when Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit.  42  And she cried out with a loud voice, and said, “Blessed 

among women [are] you, and blessed [is] the fruit of your womb!  43  “And how has it 

[happened] to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  44  “For behold, when 

the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy.   

45  “And blessed [is] she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what had been 

spoken to her by the Lord.”   

46  And Mary said:  “My soul exalts the Lord,  47  And my spirit has rejoiced in God my 

Saviour.  48  “For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave; For behold, 

from this time on all generations will count me blessed.  49  “For the Mighty One has done 

great things for me; And holy is His name.  50  “And His mercy is upon generation after 

generation Toward those who fear Him.  51  “He has done mighty deeds with His arm;  

He has scattered [those who were] proud in the thoughts of their heart.  52  “He has 

brought down rulers from [their] thrones, And has exalted those who were humble.   

53  “He has filled the hungry with good things; And sent away the rich empty-handed.   

54  “He has given help to Israel His servant, In remembrance of His mercy,  55  As He 

spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and his offspring forever.”  56  And Mary stayed with her 

about three months, and [then] returned to her home. 
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Mary’s Monologue 
 

I was amazed.  I had never had an experience like that. 

I had never expected to have such an experience.   

Actually, at first I was terrified. 

It happened in the town of Nazareth. I was by myself preparing a meal. 

All of a sudden the room began to glow and the sounds outside grew faint. 

I hadn’t heard anybody enter the room, but there he was.  

The person identified himself as Gabriel, a messenger of God. 

 

He said to me, “Hail favoured one! The Lord is with you.” 

I didn’t understand. In fact, I had no idea what he was talking about. 

 

He must have sensed my fear and uncertainty. 

He spoke again, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favour with God.” 

 

The religious leaders hardly notice we women exist. 

We cannot even participate in worship as the men do. 

I wondered why would God favour me. 

I certainly wondered how God would favour me. 

 

I was pleased at first, but then he said something that shocked me. 

I was to conceive and bear a son and I was to call Him by the name “Jesus.” 

But how could this be?  I had kept myself pure and was not yet married. 

 

He explained it to me, but I still did not fully understand. 

The Spirit of God would come upon me . . . 

the power of the Most High would overshadow me . . . 

and the one who would be born would be called the Son of God. 

 

It seemed impossible.  And Gabriel must have understood my thoughts. 

For he said “Nothing is impossible with God.” 

 

He was the messenger of God.  I could not deny that. 

I have trusted in the Lord Jehovah and count on Him to care for our people.   

We have been looking for the Messiah and for God’s salvation. 

Was I to be part of His plan? 

I was amazed. I felt unworthy, but I knew that to serve God, I must obey. 

All I could say was, “Behold the bondslave of the Lord; be it done to me according to 

your word.” 

 

Gabriel departed as mysteriously as he had come. 

No longer was I troubled, only perplexed.   
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It took some time before I continued with my work in preparing the meal. 

It took many, many weeks before all these things came to be.   

Yet, God kept His promise. 

He showed His faithfulness to our people.   

I can weep to think of my unworthiness.   

I am amazed at His lovingkindness. 

 

 

Do we understand Mary’s experience? 
 

I wonder if we really understand the experience of this young woman called “Mary”  

the one bethrothed to be married to Joseph the carpenter?    

We have repeated the Christmas story so often that many of you know portions of 

the account off by heart. 

 

We have sung Christmas carols year-after-year so that:  all of the characters and 

 all of the actions and 

 all of the theology  

are as familiar as knowing your own name. 

 

We see pictures and programs and plays that re-enact—to varying degrees of 

accuracy—the familiar story surrounding the nativity.  

 

Because of the Holy Scriptures, we can, in our day, view  of God’s unfolding plan 

of salvation from the first book of Genesis through to Revelation. And we can view 

 of Jesus’ earthly life in context. 

 

But, again I ask . . . I wonder if we really comprehend the experience of this young 

woman? 

 

Try to understand the situation that surrounded Mary. 

 

She is a devout young Jewish woman. She watches the men who are religious 

leaders carry out the traditions that have been with her people since the times of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They uphold the standards of Moses’ teaching.  

They maintain temple worship in Jerusalem.  

 

But God has not acted in a significant way for 400 years. It would appear as though 

the Lord Most High had completely abandoned the people of Israel. Foreign powers 

have controlled the destiny of the land. Now the armies of Rome are garrisoned 

there and the governors are mere puppet rulers under Caesar. 

Then suddenly there is this appearance of an angel of God with a message of the 

special blessing and favour of God. 
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Why has the angel not appeared to a man?. . . to a religious leader? 

And what is this message of blessing? . . . you are to give birth to a child! 

What type of blessing is this? 

 

Put yourself in her situation. She thinks . . . 

 

XXX  I am betrothed but have not been intimate with any man. 

 

At first, this would not seem like a blessing, but rather to be a serious problem. 

Gabriel explains what will happen, but it is something that we cannot understand. 

Never before had any child been born without a father. 

 

XXX  Yes, I believe in miracles. 

Gabriel reminds me that nothing is impossible with God. 

I can believe, but what will my family and the people of my community think?  

What will they say? 

 

In the Old Testament, it was prescribed that, for unchastity, the punishment can be 

death by stoning (Leviticus 20v10). Mary knows this might be her fate. 

 

XXX  What will Joseph think?. . . what will Joseph do? 

 

Try, with all your capacity of human sensitivity, to understand the personal and 

historical situation that Mary was facing. Can you feel her dilemma? 

 

The purposes and will of God broke in on her life without any warning. 

 

 

OT References 
 

Oh yes, the writings of Moses and the writings of the prophets had spoken of a 

Messiah. But he would come as a king. What did a simple girl engaged to a carpenter 

have to do with the royal line of David?  

 

XXX  Surely, there are families more noble. No! Nobody would understand. 

 

Many years before Isaiah had written: 

 

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and 

bear a son, and she will call his name Immanuel.” 
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Mary would recall hearing about these words of the prophet Isaiah spoken to King 

Ahaz some 700 years earlier. The promise of protection made by God through His 

prophet was to be confirmed by a birth and by the sign-name in that time. Mary 

probably would not immediately understand this to be referring to the birth of the 

Messiah in her time. 

 

Isaiah spoke concerning a reunited kingdom under Davidic rule: 

 

“There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, 

On the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 

From then on forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish this.” 

 

How could Mary ever imagine that this promise would ultimately be realized in the 

one she bore? . . .   a promise that extended beyond the bounds of the tribes of Israel 

to God’s eternal kingdom? 

 

I think that Mary really did not understand what was happening to her  or  

what God was intending to accomplish through her. 

 

I do not want you to think that Mary was incapable of grasping the spiritual 

significance of the forthcoming events. Simply . . . the prophecies only become clear 

after the fact when we put the words of Isaiah together with the accomplished 

incarnation of Jesus Christ. That is why you read . . . “Mary pondered these things in 

her heart.” God’s plans were unfolding, even to Mary. 

 

Prophecies of the OT often had a near fulfillment and then a later, more complete 

fulfillment.  It is almost like looking at a mountain range seen in the distance.   

From our perspective the mountains appear to be nestled close together.   

But if we were able to see them from above, from a detached situation, we can see 

the distance which really separates them.  

For Mary there was no simple explanation about the statements in Isaiah. 

 

There was no easy preparation: 

 

 for the appearance of an angel, or 

 for the pronouncements made by Gabriel (“Hail, favoured one”), or  

 for the news of her impending pregnancy, or 

 for the statements about the supremacy of the One to be born to her. 
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For ourselves, if we consider the whole teaching of Scripture: 

 

 we are able to appreciate the necessity of the virgin birth 

 and the meaning of “Immanuel,” (God with us) 

 we can understand the type of peace that Jesus brings and 

  the real nature of his kingdom both now and in the future 

 

We all should realize that the most important thing is unquestionably the coming of 

the Messiah as foretold by the prophets of God. Ultimately, the Christmas story is 

the affirmation that God emptied himself and took on our human likeness in all its 

frailty. 

 

But embedded in this account of the announcement of the Messiah’s birth is 

something that I find amazing . . .   

Amazing for us should be the resolve of Mary’s attitude. 

 

XXX “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord . . .  be it to me according to your word.” 

 

She receives all this news concerning what will be done unto her with an attitude of 

acceptance and obedience. I do not think that you can reduce that to a culturally-

induced mentality of female servility. There is a strength of character to be found in 

her. 

 

The acceptance stems from:  her faith in God and from 

 her willingness to serve Him. 

 

Otherwise, she might have said,  

 

XXX “Now wait a minute!  You want me to put my reputation and my marriage on the 

line? You want me to face shame and the misunderstanding of my neighbours.” 

 

Mary did not fully understand what was happening, but she understood enough 

about God and about His fairness and power to trust her situation to Him. 

 

This account is in the New Testament book of Luke, but it is a portrait of Old 

Testament faith . . . faith which essentially expresses itself as:  trust in God and 

 obedience to His will. 
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Application 
 

In bringing application of the Christmas story to our own lives, 

I want to consider what Mary, by her example, can teach us. 

 

While the Christmas story enjoys widespread acceptance, the call to Christian 

discipleship under the sovereign rule of God meets with general resistance.   

You must be aware of that. 

 

Being a faithful servant of God involves a certain type of risk. 

The ways and purposes of God often go against the flow of our society. 

There is risk in seeking God’s will and then living in accordance with it. 

It may mean being misunderstood because your priorities and values differ from 

many of those around you. It demands a resolve to do what is right in spite of 

personal cost. 

 

What Christians need is the attitude of Mary . . . the attitude of a servant of God. 

The events which transpired in her life were unique . . . they will never be repeated. 

But the call to faithful and costly service is repeated, for each of us, day-by-day. 

Do you respond to His revealed will in obedience or are you inclined to suppress 

your Christian convictions in order to gain acceptance in the world? 

 

If you profess to worship the same God that Isaiah worshipped . . . 

if you wish to serve the God that Mary so willingly served, 

then you must recognize the implications. 

 

Can you say in your heart?  

 

XXX “God . . . behold your servant, let your will be done in my life.” 

 

 

I’ll call upon the deacons to come forward and we will be joining together at the 

Lord’s Table in a service of communion. 
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Communion 
 

As we do so, try to imagine a young maiden becoming a mother.  

Her son grows from childhood into adolescence and then manhood.  

He labours alongside Joseph and learns the trade of a carpenter.  

Three decades into life, the son puts aside the mallet and chisel and goes out to 

speak with people about God’s kingdom.  

Mary, the mother watches as the blind are given sight, the lame are able to walk, as 

people’s lives are changed.  

 

There is also something she sees changing in the attitudes of key religious leaders.  

They become hostile. 

  

Three years of public ministry through the towns and countryside culminate in a 

triumphant entry into the capital Jerusalem.  

The son is popularly accepted by the people and all looks well on the surface.  

What can go wrong when you celebrate the Passover with your closest friends?  

I wonder if Mary would have suspected that Judas would co-operate with Jesus’ 

enemies. How could she know that it would be his last Passover supper? 

 

The mother watches as her son is arrested, ill treated, judged to be guilty (but of 

what crime?). The Romans treat him like a criminal. Thinking back over thirty years, 

where had the promise of the messenger angel Gabriel gone wrong? 

 

Mary is close enough to see the anguish on the face of her son . . . the blood from 

pierced hands and feet and side.  

Imagine the heartbreak of a mother to see such a fine son so cruelly treated.  

The end has come.  

There is nothing to do but let them take away the body and then, days later,  

when it is appropriate, go to the grave site to do proper preparation. 

 

As Christians coming to this table, we may replay these images of our Lord with His 

closest followers.  

 

Jesus took the bread 

In like manner He took the cup 

 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, could not see ahead to the eventual triumph and good 

news. But from our perspective in history, we know that ours is a risen Lord. 

 

 

BENEVOLENT OFFERING 
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OT References 
 

Isaiah 7v13,14 (virgin)  

Then he said, “Listen now, O house of David! 

Is this too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men,  

that you will try the patience of my God as well? 

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will 

be with child and bear a son, and she will call his name Immanuel.” 

 

 

Isaiah 8v8-10 (Immanuel)  

Then it will sweep into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, 

It will reach even to the neck; 

And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.” 

Be broken, O peoples, and be shattered; 

And give ear all remote places of the earth. 

Gird yourselves, yet be shattered; 

Gird yourselves, yet be shattered. 

Devise a plan but it will be thwarted; 

State a proposal, but it will not stand, 

For God is with us. 

 

 

Isaiah 9v7  

There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, 

On the throne of David and over his kingdom,  

to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 

From then on forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish this. 

 


